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lA  Portable  Scratcliing  Koom  House. 

I  A  portable  poultry  house,  one  thiit  is  suf- 
Uiciently  large  to  accommodate  a  fair  sized 
Hock,  and  that  can  be  readily  moved  from  one 
mart  of  the  farm  to  another,  will  be  found 
wery  convenient  on  any  farm.  Such  u  house 
Kan  be  used  in  colonizing  flocks  of  old  or 
noung  stock  during  the  summer  season,  and 
nrben  cold  weather  sets  in  can  be  moved  to  a 
pnore  convenient  place  for  winter  quarters. 
Many  farms  are  now  equipped  with  a  few 
portable  houses,  and  since  they  have  been 
added  they  have  proved  so  useful  that  the 
proprietors  wonder  now  how  they  were  aJjle 
to  get  along  without  them.  The  value  of  such 
buildings  will  readily  be  seen  by  all  who  have 
experienced  the  need  of  more  room  for  stock. 

"While  in  Rhode  Island  this  spring,  we  saw 
a  number  of  portable  houses  which  were  in 
use  on  poultry  plants  in  that  section.  From 
these,  with  some  additions  and  modifications, 
was  developed  the  portable  scratching  room 
house  for  which  Mr.  .John  W.  Hill,  of  Lynn, 
M;iss.,  has  kindly  made  us  drawings  and 
specifications.  As  will  be  noted  in  the  accom- 
panying cut,  this  house  is  built  on  runners, 
and  by  hitchittg  a  horse  to  it  and  putting 
rollers  under  the  runners,  it  can  be  easily 
moved  about  the  farm.  On  level  land  and 
with  a  pair  of  horses  it  could  easily  be  moved 
from  place  to  place  without  the  aid  of  rollers. 

One  great  advantage  of  such  a  house  is  that 
the  fowls  can  have  a  run  on  fresh  ground 
every  year,  and  the  old  runs  can  be  ploughed 
and  planted ;  —  this  rotation  of  crops  and 
poultry  proving  alike  beneficial  to  the  farmer, 
his  crops,  and  poultry. 

Detail. 

The  portable  scratching  room  house  is  a 
shed  roofed  house  built  on  runners,  and  made 
with  or  without  a  floor.  A  square  house  12 
X  12  ft.  is  the  size  recommended,  as  it  makes 
a  convenient  roomy  houise,  and  is  a  good  size 
to  build,  being  economical  of  lumber.  The 
house  plan  is  similar  to  that  of  the  "  scratch- 
ing room  house  "  given  in  the  May  1st  issue. 

The  house  stands  seven  feet  six  inches  high 
from  the  top  of  the  runners  in  front,  and  four 
feet  at  the  back.  The  runners  should  be  made 
of  3  X  8  spruce,  sixteen  feet  long,  and  should 
be  notched  an  inch  deep  and  two  inches  wide, 
to  receive  the  sills,  which  should  be  2  x  4. 
When  a  floor  is  used  there  will  be  five  of  these 
beams,  placed  three  feet  apart,  and  set  on  the 
two  inch  edge,  the  runner  being  notched  to 
receive  each  beam.  T^he  ends  of  the  beams 
are  cut  one  inch  deep,  and  three  inches  long, 
to  set  in  runner.  The  top  of  the  beam  will  be 
two  inches  above  top  of  runner  when  in  posi- 
tion, leaving  six  inches  between  the  bottom 
of  beam  and  the  bottom  of  runner.  The 
house  will  be  better  and  stronger  if  liuilt  with 
a  floor,  and  it  is  worth  the  additional  cost.  If 
HO  floor  is  to  be  used,  the  three  inner  floor 
beams  are  omitted.  To  stifl'en  the  building, 
where  there  is  no  floor,  corner  brackets  are 
Used,  made  of  2  x  .3  stufi",  and  toe  nailed  to  sill 
and  runner. 

The  windows  (a)  ai'e  made  to  slide  from 
the  center  toward  the  runners  (5r),thus  throw- 
ing open  almost  the  entire  front  of  the  bouse, 
and  practically  convertiugit  into  an  open  shed. 
The  windows  are  fitted  with  wire  screens,  as 
shown  in  the  plans  of  the  scratching  room 
house  in  May  1st  issue.  A  half-window  (b), 
as  shown  in  the  side  elevation,  will  Ije  found 
useful  to  secure  a  thorough  airing  of  the 
house,  which  should  be  aired  daily.  This 
window  is  also  provided  with  a  wire  screen. 
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A  Portable  Scratching  Room  House. 


It  should  be  at  least  three  feet  three  inches 
from  the  back  of  the  house,  in  order  to  allow 
plenty  of  room  for  the  sliding  droppings 
board. 

As  shown  in  the  floor  plan,  a  portion  of  the 
house  is  partitioned  ott'for  a  roosting  room  as 
in  scatching  room  house,  the  partitions  are  of 
matched  spruce  sheathed  with  "  (Jnilt"  with 
a  four  inch  dead  air  space  at  the  back,  and 
two  inch  at  the  sides.  The  front  can  have  a 
burlap  curtain  on  frame,  as  in  other  house,  or 
the  roosting  "room  can  be  shut  off  simply  by 
hanging  curtains  of  old  carpet  or  burlap. 
These  curtains  are  only  used  in  cold  weather 
at  night,  and  when  not  in  use  should  be 
hooked  up  out  of  the  way. 

The  droppings  board  is  made  of  matched 
spruce,  and  is  movable,  resting  on  cleats.  It 
should  be  so  made  that  it  can  be  drawm  out  to 
one  side  of  the  roosting  room.  In  summer  it 
could  be  drawn  out  in  the  rear  halt  of  the 
house  outside  the  roosting  room,  and  with  the 
roosts  set  above  it,  giving  the  fowls  cooler 
summer  sleeping  quarters.  This  is  of  course 
optional  with  the  owner,  as  with  the  windows 
open,  as  they  should  be  in  summer,  the  roost- 
ing room  will  prove  sufficiently  cool,  and  the 
fowls  will  be  protected  from  drafts.  The 
roosts  (c),  are  made  from  2x3  stock,  and  are 
nailed  at  right  angles  to  two  cross  pieces  of 
2x4  stutt"2(i  inches  long,  set  on  the  two  inch 
edge.  These  perches  do  not  need  to  be  hinged, 
as  they  can  be  turned  up  against  back  Wall  of 
house,  and  allow^ed  to  rest  on  ends  of*  cross 
pieces  when  cleaning  droppings  board ;  or  as 
they  are  freely  movable,  they  can  be  taken  out 
altogether.    The  dropping.s  board  ('')  is  made 


of  matched  spruce,  and  is  three  feet  wide  by 
six  long,  and  is  twenty  inches  from  the  floor. 

When  house  is  built  without  a  floor,  the 
insi<le  partition  of  roosting  room  should  have 
a  2  X  3  1)r;u'e  from  sill  to  partition  stud,  with 
the  two  inch  edge  down,  and  toe  nailed  to 
both  partition  stud  and  to  sill.  There  should 
be  a  shallow  door  to  this  brace,  and  one  to  the 
bottom  of  i)artitioii,  so  that  when  building  is 
being  moved  these  doors  can  be  swung  up, 
leaving  a  clear  way  between  the  runners,  si.'c 
inches  from  the  ground.  When  the  building 
is  in  position  they  can  be  shut  down,  making 
the  roosting  rootn  warm  and  free  from  drafts. 
The  doors  (e)  shown  in  side  elevation  are 
similar  doors  fastened  to  front  and  back  of 
house,  and  are  used  in  the  same  way,  closing 
in  the  space  under  the  house  between  the 
runners.  These  doors  should  be  used  on  the 
house  with  a  floor  also,  as  they  prevent  cold 
drafts  passing  under  the  floor,  and  so  make 
the  house  much  warmer. 

The  floor  is  built  of  common  hemlock 
boards,  laid  at  right  angles  to  the  floor  beams, 
and  of  two  thicknesses.  Between  the  two 
layers  of  floor  boards  is  placed  u  hiyer  of 
Cabot's  "Quilt,"  on  this  are  laid  common  laths 
at  right  angles  to  the  boards,  and  placed  two 
feet  apart,  giving  three-eighths  of  an  inch  spac>e 
between  the  floor  boards,  and  retaining  all  the 
warmth  of  the  "  Quilt,"  without  the  loss  of 
dead  air  space  (and  therefore  loss  of  power  to 
keep  out  cold)  that  would  follow  flattening  it 
out  if  boards  were  laid  directly  on  the"  Quilt." 

The  rafters,  studs,  plates,  and  sills  are  made 
of  2  X  4  spruce;  the  walls,  floor  and  roof  of 
house  of  common  hemlock  boards.  In  buying 
the  lumber  it  will  be  a  saving  to  pick  out  all 
twelve  foot  boards.  The  door  (/)  is  made  of 
matched  spruce,  and  is  made  to  swing  out- 
wards, which  prevents  it  from  interfering 
with  the  scratching  material.  A  three  inch 
board  is  fastened  inside  of  the  door  studs  to 
prevent  scratching  material  from  being  kicked 
out  when  door  is  open. 

The  ruuuers  are  to  have  a  one  and  one- 
quarter  inch  hole  placed  about  two  inches 
from  the  sill,  to  put  rope  or  chain  through  by 
which  building  is  hauled.  A  three-quarter 
inch  eyebolt  fastened  to  runner  with  a  nut, 
and  a  washer  on  each  side,  will  be  found  con- 
venient, and  one  pair  will  answer  for  fastening 
moving  tackle  to  all  the  buildings  you  wish  to 
move. 

The  building  is  to  be  covered  with  "Nepon- 
set"  rod  rope  fabric,  under  which  Cabot's 
"  Quilt"  may  be  used  if  desired. 

Building  Expense  Schedule. 


Wire  netting,  18  ft.,  2  in.  mesh,  $  ..30 

Two  pieces  3x8  spruce,  Ifi  ft.  long,  1.09 

Three  pieces  2x3  spruce,  12  ft.  long,  .31 

Seven  pieces  2x4  spruce,  14  ft.  long,  l.O.i 

Nine  pieces  2x4  spruce,  12  ft.  long,  1.0.5 
475  ft. common  hemlock  boards,  12  ft.  long,  fl.0.5 

Two  12-light  windows,  1.80 

One  half-window,  Ah 

7.30  ft.  red  "  Neponset,"  ".oO 

«.i  lbs.  "  Quilt,"  1.9.5 

Kails,  hinges,  paint,  etc.,  1..50 

150  ft.  of  matched  spruce,  12  ft.  long,  2.50 


Cost  of  material  for  house  without  floor,  $2(1.21 

Extra  for  Floor. 

Three  pieces  2x4  spruce,  12  ft.  long,  %  ..35 
.325  ft.common  hemlock  boards,  12ft.  long,  4.60 
1.50  ft.  "  Quilt,"  1.50 
Laths,  .25 

f'ost  of  floor,  $6.70 
Kxtra  to  cover  entire  house  with  "  (Juilt,"  $7. .50 


Kstiniates  do  not  include  labor,  but  leave 
suflicient  margin  to  cover  all  expenses  for 
material.  Of  course  expense  Is  based  on 
price  of  new  luml)er;  where  it  is  possible  to 
use  up  old  or  waste  lumber  the  house  could 
be  made  to  cost  much  less.  The  material  for 
building  house  without  the  floor  could  be 
bought  inside  of  $26.21 ;  the  house  with  floor 
and  whole  buililing  sheathed  with  "  (iuilt,' 
(instead  of  roosting  room  only),  would  cost 
inside  of  §.38..50.  .Since  the  estimates  given  in 
May  1st  FAHM-r<)i;i.TRY  were  made,  lumber 
has  advanced  in  price.  The  estimates  here 
given  allow  for  the  advance  in  cost  of  material. 

A  house  built  according  to  these  plans 
would  furnish  very  roomy  quarters  for  fifteen 
breeding  birds.  There  is  ample  room  under 
the  droppings  board  tor  automatic  or  plain 
darkened  nests.  If  used  for  a  colony  of 
layers  or  for  young  stock,  it  could  readily 
accommodate  twenty-five  birds  (an  additional 
roost  being  sirijplied),  and  would  allow  hiore 
than  five  square  feet  floor  space  per  bird.  It 
makes  a  warm  convenient  house,  warm  in 
winter  and  as  cool  as  any,  (cooler  than  many), 
poultry  house!  in  summer.  Used  as  it  should 
1)6  with  the  windows  thrown  open  whenever 
possible,  without  permitting  it  to  storm 
directly  into  the  house,  it  possesses  all  the 
advantages  of  an  open  shed. 

Wenham,  Mass.         Dii.  1'.  T.  Woods. 


beginning  Right. 

In  nothing  does  a  good  beginning  count  for 
so  much  as  in  raising  turkeys.  Many  are  not 
very  successful  in  turkey  growing,  and  after 
they  have  given  as  good  care  as  they  know 
how,  they  wonder  why  they  fail.  The  begin- 
ning should  be  good.  What  does  that  mean? 
It  is  a  common  practice  among  short  sighted 
turkey  growers  to  pick  out  all  the  best  for 
market,  keeping  the  smaller  ones,  under  the 
impression  that  they  will  grow  large  enough 
by  the  time  they  are  wanted  for  breeding. 
This  is  a  grave  mistake.  In  a  flock  of  turkeys 
there  will  be  those  that  are  better  developed, 
bigger  boned — and  these  are  just  the  kind 
needed  for  breeding  purposes. 

To  achieve  success  in  turkey  growing  it  is 
well,  therefore,  to  make  a  good  beginning  by 
selecting  the  best  hens  in  the  flock  —  good, 
deep,  blocky  birds,  with  large  bone  and  short 
legs,  and  dispose  of  the  long  legged,  loose 
built  ones.  To  make  a  success  does  not  really 
mean  the  selection  of  a  certain  breed,  for  the 
breed  of  your  choice  may  make  you  more 
money  than  any  other.  The  Hronze  is  a  very 
excellent  breed,  and  any  of  the  breeds  which 
has  a  large  sprinkling  of  the  wild  blood  in  it 
will  do  very  well.  The  greatest  trouble  with 
the  sorts  with  wild  blood  in  them  is  that  they 
are  harder  to  keep  near  home,  and  are  very 
easily  frightened. 

Having  selected  the  breeding  stock,  whicli 
should  be  done  in  the  fall,  they  should  be 
wintered  in  the  best  condition  without  too 
much  fattening,  w  hich  can  be  done  by  letting 
them  run  out  all  the  time.  You  will  be  in  a 
position  to  start  in  right. —  Homestead,  Iowa. 


The  chicken  bus'uess  is  a  matter  of  wonder- 
ful importance  to  the  table  comfort  and  finan- 
cial outlook  of  the  American  farmer.  Govern- 
ment statistics  show  that  despite  the  immense 
production  of  eggs,  several  million  dollars 
worth  are  annually  imported  to 'meet  the 
deficiency  of  the  home  supply,  —r  Maine 
Former. 
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Veeding  for  Best  Kcsults. 

No  one  t-liould  i^uy  at  this  time:  "  I  cunnot 
make  my  bens  pay  their  keep;  they  will  not 
Jay  in  winter,  but  do  their  laying  in  warm 
weather,  when  eggs  are  plentiful  and  cheap." 
The  world  is  well  supplied  with  information 
on  the.se  matters,  and  everyone  can,  at  least, 
be  fairly  well  posted  on  feeding  hens.  AIT 
know  that  the  fre>h  green  growth  of  spring  _ 
will  increase  the  milk  (low  of  our  dairy  cows, 
and  cause  them  to  shed  their  rough  winter 
coats,  and  look  sleek  and  contented.  With 
the  full  possession  of  these  facts,  they  go  on 
providing  plenty  of  dry  hay,  straw,  and 
fodder  for  their  winter  ration,  when  so  many 
things  could  be  turned  into  ensilage,  and  the 
root  supply  coulil  be  looked  after  as  a  wiiiter 
relish. 

Just  the  very  best  method  to  be  followed  in 
feeding  hens  has  not  as  yet  been  discovered. 
Some  suy  feed  grain  only,  while  others 
describe  a  menu  containing  every  known 
article  a  hen  will  eat.  This  most  certainly 
gives  one  latitude  enough  for  selection  as  to 
his  method  ;  but  the  Irest  is  the  one  that  gives 
you  the  most  satisfactory  results  —  and  in 
this,  as  in  all  things,  the  liberal  use  of  good 
common  sense  is  a  leading  factor  of  success. 
This  careful  consideration  must  tell  you  that 
,tho  greater  success  comes  to  those  who  the 
nearest  supply  the  full  demands  of  nature  to 
their  fowls  during  confinetnent.  Green  food 
is  almost  a  necessity  to  your  flock,  but  they 
can  far  better  be  without  it  than  allowed  to 
pick  it  from  a  frozen  head  of  cabbage.  Cab- 
bage is  not  tlie  best  for  fowls  when  it  is  in 
good  condition;  when  frozen,  it  produces  in 
the  fowl's  body  about  the  same  symptoms  as 
overtake  a  person  who  has  partaken  of  green 
apples  in  the  spring.  For  winter  use,  no 
green  food  equals  well  or  properly  cured 
clover.  "When  cut  quite  small,  in  a  cutting 
box,  and  scattered  for  them  to  scratch  among, 
and  eat  what  they  wish,  no  other  green  food 
is  needed.  ^V'hen  cabbage  or  other  vegetables 
are  feil  they  should  be  cut  small,  and  either 
fed  in  their  mixed  food  or  in  small  quantities, 
80  that  it  may  all  be  consumed  when  fed,  and 
not  allowed  to  remain  and  freeze  or  decay. 
For  best  results,  all  vegetables  should  be 
cooked. 

All  food  consumed  by  the  fowls  must  pass 
through  the  crop  into  the  gizzard.  If  the 
fowl  is  well  supplied  with  plenty  of  good 
sharp  grit,  the  digestion  will  be  good;  but 
if  this  is  lacking,  they  will  sutler  all  the  incon- 
veniences of  a  person  who  has  the  dyspepsia. 
The  natural  construction  of  the  fowls'  diges- 
tive organs  points  to  a  seed  or  grain  diet;  no 
provision  other  than  that  of  assimilation  is 
made  for  the  moisture  taken  into  the  crop. 
Just  notice  how  much  less  the  male  bird  will 
drink  than  a  laying  female.  They  must  both 
have  water  in  order  to  soften  the  food  in  the 
crop,  that  it  may  be  more  easily  ground  within 
the  gizzard.  In  addition  to  this,  the  hen  must 
provide  for  the  water  within  the  egg  she  lays. 

On  every  side  we  hear  the  warning  words, 
"  Don't  feed  any  sour  food,"  and  in  the  next 
moment  comes  the  advice  to  "give  them  all 
the  milk,  both  sweet  and  sour,  they  will  use." 
Slop  may  be  the  natural  food  for  hogs,  but  it 
is  not  for  hens.  Jlilk  as  a  fluid,  either  sweet 
or  sour,  is  very  good  for  mixing  ground  food 
for  fowls,  but  when  placed  in  pans  for  them 
to  eat  or  drink,  it  is  more  of  an  injury  than  a 
benefit,  for  the  reason  that  it  soils  the  plumage 
and  tijints  the  ground,  thus  attracting  the  flies 
and  other  insects,  which  bring  with  them 
more  injury  than  the  good  the  fowls  have 
received  from  the  milk.  One  attribute  of 
success,  namely  cleanliness,  is  almost  an 
impossibility  where  milk  is  used  as  a  drink, 
or  fed  in  pans  to  the  fowls.  AVhat  can  be 
more  disgusting  than  a  lot  of  half-grown 
chicks  well  besmeared  with  sour  milk  and 
coveretl  with  flies;  and  to  add  to  their  sorry 
plight  down  comes  a  misty  rain,  completing 
their  uncanny  appearance. 

I  have  often  seen  the  feeding  ground  of  a 
lot  of  growing  chicks  covered  with  sour  milk 
and  flies,  the  ground  well  beaten  down  with 
the  patter  of  the  feet  of  both  ducklings  and 
young  chicks.  AVhat  can  be  more  disagree- 
alile  than  the  odor  of  this  feeding  spot  after  a 
shower  has  been  driven  away,  and  the  warm 
sun  shines  upon  the  ground,  and  proceeds  to 
bring  to  life  the  deposit  of  the  many  insects 
drawn  to  the  locality  by  the  besmeared  con- 
dition of  the  ground?   Those  who  care  for 


from  their  owner ;  in  ad»?ltion  to  these  table 
scraps  some  little  grain  was  given  them  at 
night,  proving  the  value  of  a  varied  diet  of 
well  cooked  food.— T.  F.  McGrf.w,  in  The 
Coxtitry  Gentlemnn. 


KAKRED  PLYIVTOUTH  ROCK  COCK, 
"  DANDY." 
Heml  of  First  Pen,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  1897. 
Bre«l  and  Owned  by  F.  A.  P.  C'oburn, 
Lowell,  Mass. 


WHITK  WYANDOTTE  COCK,  "  SNOW 
BAXL." 

Owned  by  F.  A.  P.  Coburn,  Lowell,  Mass. 


these  fowls  wonder  why  gapes,  diarrhtea  and 
cholera  come  to  their  flocks.  None  so  blind 
as  those  who  will  not  see.  Why  not  get  all 
the  advantage  of  the  milk  by  using  it  to  mix 
with  their  ground  food  instead  of  placing  it 
in  pans  for  them  to  run  through  and  paint  the 
ground  to  their  own  destruction? 

Cleanliness  is  the  one  great  thing  with 
poultry.  No  one  can  begin  to  keep  their  sur- 
roundings in  even  half-way  condition  who 
places  pans  of  milk  or  slop  of  any  kind  for 
fowls.  Many  writers  advocate  the  plan,  and 
tell  us  in  glowing  terms  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  this  feeding  of  milk  as  a  slop  to 
poultry.  If  the  benefit  is  to  come  to  them 
from  the  milk,  use  it  each  day  to  mix  their 
ground  food  with;  and  feed  it  to  them  in 
boxes  or  troughs,  not  upon  the  ground;  and 
provide  feeding  space  sufficient  for  all  to  feed 
at  once.  Where  no  ground  food  is  provided 
for  the  poultry,  better  give  the  slop  to  the 
hogs. 

The  natural  food  of  fowls  of  all  kinds  is 
seed  and  grains,  bugs,  worms,  herbs,  and 
grass.  All  known  cereals  are  perfect  food 
for  fowls.  Corn  is  one  of  the  very  best  of 
these  when  properly  used,  but  when  improp- 
erly used,  brings  harm.  Rye  is  dangerous  for 
laying  hens;  better  not  include  it  in  their 
ration.  Buckwheat  is  excellent;  but  hens  do 
not  take  to  buckwheat  unless  taught  to  eat  it. 
I  have  seen  a  measure  of  mixed  grains  fed  to 
a  flock  in  a  feed  box  all  consumed  except  the 
buckwheat.  If  it  is  left  for  them  to  pick  at, 
they  will  learn  to  eat  and  enjoy  it. 

The  best  possible  grain  diet  is  the  mixture 
of  all,  including  some  rice;  with  this,  plenty 
of  clover  hay,  cut  small  for  them  to  dig  and 
pick  among.  The  grain  should  be  scattered 
among  the  litter  for  them  to  find.  This  will 
furnish  the  best  possible  entire  grain  diet,  but 
this  is  not  the  most  perfect  ration  for  egg  pro- 
duction in  winter;  this  diet  lacks  the  bugs  and 
worms  to  be  found  in  summer.  The  best  for 
this  supply  is  crushed  or  ground  green  bone. 
This  gives  them  the  meat,  the  bone,  and  the 
marrow,  and  with  the  above  grain  food 
would,  with  plenty  of  grit,  enable  them  to 
furnish  a  reasonable  supply  of  eggs.  AVhen  I 
say  a  mixture  of  all  grains,  I  mean  the  follow- 
ing: Wheat,  buckwheat,  barley,  oats,  corn, 
hempseed,  and  a  small  portion  of  rice.  Of 
-  all  these,  oats,  when  hulled,  is  one  of  the  most 
valuable.  When  fed  unhuUed  but  little  should 
be  used,  for  the  reason  that  it  carries  with  it 
so  much  husk  that  is  of  no  value  in  the  pro- 
duction of  eggs,  and  this  kind  of  food  is  not 
the  most  natur:il  for  their  organs  to  handle, 
and  clogs  the  crop  and  gizzard.  Quite  enough 
of  this  kind  of  food  is  taken  from  among  the 
litter  while  hunting  for  grain,  without  the 
oat  husk.  When  mash  food  is  used,  if  part 
of  this  is  composed  of  ground  oats,  it  is  best 
not  to  feed  any  oats  in  addition  to  this  in  their 
grain  diet,  unless  it  be  hulled  oats. 

Wheat  is  by  far  the  best  natural  hen  fdod. 
It  contains  the  smallest  per  cent  of  waste  or 
husk,  a  large  per  cent  of  starch,  and  but  little 
fat,  with  plepty  of  food  forming  material. 
For  a  made  food,  nothing  is  the  equal  of  good 
ground  oats.  By  this  I  mean  the  very  best 
grade  of  white  oats,  that  will  weigh  about 
forty  pounds  to  the  bushel,  and  .<o  well  ground 
-on  a  good  sharp  stone  that  husk  and  all  are 
■  well  reduced  to  a  flour.  This  is  an  ideal  food 
when  properly  mixed  with  other  ground 


grain  and  middlings.  Next  to  ground  oats 
comes  barley.  The  value  of  both  ground  oats 
and  barley  largely  depends  on  their  prepara- 
tion. As  usually  fed,  they  are  a  coarse  meal 
as  ground  for  horses  and  cows.  But  few  ever 
see  the  grains  properly  ground.  They  should 
be  so  closely  ground  as  to  reduce  husk  and  all 
to  a  very  fine  flour.  When  thus  ground  and 
mixed  with  proper  portions  of  bran  and  mid- 
dlings and  a  little  fine  corn  meal,  you  have 
the  finest  ration.  Coarse  meal  is  but  little 
better  than  the  whole  grain. 

The  reason  for  feeding  cooked  or  mixed 
food  should  be  better  understood ;  then  all 
would  more  readily  know  its  great  value. 
The  very  best  explanation  of  this  comes  from 
an  Englishman,  who  advocates  the  cooking  of 
all  mixed  food  —  if  not  cooked,  at  least  mixed 
boiling  hot  —  his  reason  being  that  the  food 
swelled  or  partly  cooked  goes  further  and  pro- 
duces less  excrement.  In  providing  mixed 
ground  food  for  our  fowls,  we  simply  aid 
nature  in  its  work.  When  given  a  little  warm 
(not  hot)  to  the  fowls,  it  helps  nature  to  warm 
them  up  during  the  early  cold  hours  of  the  day. 
This  same  ground  and  partly  cooked  food  more 
quickly  assists  the  powers  of  assimilation  and 
distribution.  As  the  kindling  starts  quickly 
the  early  fire,  so  will  this  early  meal  of 
warm  cooked  food  start  afresh  within  the 
hen  her  process  of  production  during  the  cold 
season. 

For  these  reasons,  the  finer  the  meal  is 
ground  and  the  better  it  is  prepared,  the  more 
the  benefit  derived.  I  noted  a  short  time 
since  the  remark  that  soft  or  mixed  food 
should  not  be  fed  in  the  morning,  because  the 
hens  eat  too  much,  and  loaf  about  all  day  in  a 
sluggish  manner.  Too  much  food  of  any  kind 
given  to  laying  hens  during  any  part  of  their 
working  hours  will  induce  these  conditions. 
Properly  handled,  the  laying  hen  should 
.always  be  on  the  go-hunting-for-food  of  some 
kind  ;  but  when  overfed,  she  is  like  an  owl  in 
daylight,  unwilling  to  move. 

Fowls  eat  for  themselves  from  birth,  not 
living  on  milk  or  soup,  or  slops,  but  on  seeds 
and  bugs.  I  discouraged  for  this  reason  the 
use  of  milk  as  a  slop.  It  is  not  a  natural  food 
for  fowls,  and  contains  about  eighty-five  per 
cent  of  water  and  fifteen  per  cent  of  smear  for 
soiling  their  plumage  and  the  ground.  When 
you  have  milk  to  use  as  food  for  your  fowls 
in  winter,  boil  it  and  scald  their  mixed  food 
with  it.  Use  it  the  same  way  in  summer, 
only  do  not  feed  warm  in  hotweather.  Allow 
it  to  cool  before  it  is  fed.  AVhen  not  used  in 
this  way,  it  is  better  by  far  not  to  give  it  to 
them  at  all. 

Vegetables  of  all  kinds  make  a  good  food 
for  fowls  when  properly  prepared.  The  best 
mode  of  preparation  is  to  cook  and  mash 
them  fine,  and  mix  them  with  their  ground 
food.  Beans  and  peas  in  moderation  are 
excellent;  carrots,  potatoes  :.  nd  turnips  stand 
next;  cabbage  has  the  least  value  as  a  food 
for  fowls  or  live  stock  of  any  kind,  of  so-called 
vegetable  food.  When  fed  uncooked  or  in 
their  natural  condition  it  is  best  to  chop  them 
very  fine,  in  pieces  not  larger  than  grains  of 
corn.  When  so  cut,  feed  in  boxes  or  troughs; 
this  prfevents  uneonsumed  portions  lying  about 
to  freeze  or  decay  and  become  unwholesome. 

The  most  profitable  thirty-five  hens  I  ever 
knew  of  were  fed  upon  the  table  scraps  fur- 
nished by  the  neighbors  who  purchased  eggs 


The  Introcluotiou  of  New  Blood. 

There  is  one  point  in  poultry  breeding  in 
which  the  average  farmer  makes  a  mistake, 
and  that  is  in  the  selection  of  new  blood  for 
his  yards.  Too  much  inbreeding  is  not  con- 
ducive to  the  best  results,  a  fact  that  is  quite 
generally  recognized,  and  accordingly  new 
blood  is  sought  every  year  or  two. 

The  usual  way  new  blood  is  selected  by  the 
farmer  is  by  sending  away  for  a  cockerel. 
Now  this  proceeding  may  result  in  satisfactory 
results,  especially  if  the  purcha.ser  does  not 
care  much  about  breeding  his  birds  up  to  the 
qualifications  demanded  by  the  Standard. 
Still  there  is  a  certain  risk  to  run  when  one 
decides  to  mate  his  females  with  a  cockerel 
from  a  breeder  who  may  or  may  not  be 
breeding  with  the  same  object  in  view  as  the  ' 
man  who  buys  the  bird. 

A  gentleman  who  visited  my  yards  a  short 
time  since,  asked  me  as  to  my  methods  of 
introducing  new  blood,  and  when  informed 
be  said  :  "  There  is  just  where  I  made  my 
great  mistake  when  I  was  breeding  poultry, 
and  I  never  knew  it  before."  He  had  formerly  - 
been  engaged  in  a  small  way  in  breeding 
Golden  Wyandottes,  and  when  he  found  him- 
self unable  to  produce  fowls  up  to  standard 
rergiirements  as  regards  color,  he  sold  out  and 
quit  in  disgust.  Nearly  every  year  he  would 
send  to  some  other  breeder  and  get  a  cockerel 
to  mate  with  the  best  of  his  females,  but  no  / 
matter  how  closely  he  culled  his  flock  of  hens 
and  pullets,  he  failed  to  get  among  his  year's 
product  more  than  a  very  low  percentage  of 
correctly  marked  chickens. 

The  best  method  of  introducing  new  blood 
is  to  do  so  through  the  female  line.  If  one  is 
particular  about  keeping  up  to  the  standard 
qualifications  it  will  pay  to  go  to  the  nearest 
good  poultry  show  and  personally  select  such 
a  hen  or  pullet  as  best  meets  his  views  as  to 
what  a  first  class  one  should  be.  If  this 
course  is  impracticable  the  next  best  way  is  ^ 
to  send  to  a  reputable  breeder  describing  a 
female  such  as  is  desired,  telling  him  the 
amount  of  money  that  can  be  spared  for  a 
purchase,  and  trusting  in  the  seller's  judg- 
ment as  to  filling  the  order. 

This  female  when  purchased  should  be 
mated  with  the  best  male  bird  in  the  owner's 
flock,  and  from  the  chicks  hatched  from  her 
eggs  a  male  bird  should  be  selected  through 
which  new  blood  may  be  introduced  to  the 
rest  of  the  yards.  By  this  method  there  is 
no  chance  of  introducing  an  undesirable 
trait  or  type  into  one's  whole  flock,  as  would 
be  the  case  if  a  male  of  new  blood  was  used  ; 
for  if  the  chicks  from  the  hen  prove  unsati^- 
factory  they  can  be  disposed  of.  the  original 
strain  of  blood  still  remaining  as  it  was  before 
the  experiment. 

This  method  of  introducing  new  blood  per- 
mits the  breeder  to  establish  his  own  type  and 
strain  of  the  breed  or  variety  he  may  be  breed- 
ing, and  keep  it,  at  the  same  time  introducing 
enough  new  blood  to  keep  his  fowls  vigorous 
and  healthy. 

In  case  one  is  making  a  special  efl'ort  to 
develop  a  superior  laying  strain — and  this  is 
something  that  every  farmer  shouUl  endeavor 
to  do  —  secure  new  blood  only  from  a  breeder 
who  can  give  satisfactory  proof  of  the  laying 
qualities  of  his  strain.  There  are  those  who 
assert  that  show  qualities  and  superior  egg 
production  cannot  be  combined,  but.  there  is 
no  basis  for  such  an  assertion.  It  is  true  that 
some  breeders  of  fancy  fowls  pay  no  attention 
to  the  utility  qualities,  but  they  are  the  ones 
to  fight  shy  of  when  looking  for  new  blood. 
It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  find  breeders 
who  value  utility  qualities  and  who  develop 
them  in  their  show  specimens,  and  these  are 
the  ones  to  whom  the  fanner  breeder  will  do 
well  to  go  for  foundation  !)lood  or  for  new 
blood  to  introduce  in  a  strain  already  estal)- 
lished.  —  Hexry  L.  Ali.kn,  in  Nati-mal 
Stockmmi  and  Farmer. 


One  fact  for  the  poultry  breeder  to  bear  in 
mind  is,  that  not  only  are  size,  color,  and 
shape  modified  by  food,  but  disposition  also. 
The  man  who  thinks  he  can  feed  his  flock  on 
anything  and  obt;iin  equal  results,  will  surely 
make  a  failure.  —  Maine  Fanner. 
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Skill  In  Buying. 

Written  for  Faum-I'oi  i/ntv. 

The  >killl'iil  buyer  is  more  of  ;i  prop  to  any 
busiues.s  Ibiiii  the  seller  ol'teiitiiues  —  thut  is, 
any  business  which  includes  both  buyiiij;  :nul 
selling  in  its  re;,'ular  routine.  He  is  harder  to 
lind,  and  worth  more  to  the  lirni  when  found. 
"  Keep  down  the  cost,"  is  the  great  uia.viru  in 
such  a  business,  and  it  is  l)ecause  many 
poultry  l<eepers  do  not  make  this  maxim  their 
own,  that  they  run  so  near  the  shoals;  but, 
near  the  larger  cities  it  often  takes  a  long 
time  to  lind  the  best  places  to  buy.  I  believe 
it  woulil  be  of  great  value  to  many  readers  of 
F.t  KM- Poultry  to  have  a  free  discussion  of 
the  cost  of  poultry  supplies,  especially  leeds. 

Au  instance  which  conliruied  this  belief 
followed  the  publication  of  the  article  on 
"  Reducing  the  Cost  of  Feeding  Hens,"  in 
Feb.  15th  issue.  Immediately  thereafter  I 
received  an  inquiry  from  a  gentleman  living 
in  the  same  state,  and  not  very  far  from  us,  as 
to  where  I  could  buy  linseed  meal  at  $1.07  per 
hundred.  He  stated  that  he  had  not  yet  been 
able  to  lind  a  dealer  ottering  it  for  less  than  §3 
per  hundred.  I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  inform 
him  that,  since  writing  the  article,  linseed 
meal  had  been  ottered  me  at  $1.4.5  a  hundred, 
and  that  near  by,  where  there  v^ould  be  no 
extras  for  freight  and  cartage.  As  to  whether 
qualities  are  the  same  in  diflerent  lots,  one 
must  be  his  own  judge,  unless  he  can  have 
analyses  made. 

A  low  price  on  a  product  does  not,  of  itself, 
mean  a  really  cheap  product,  if  freight  and 
e.vtras  are  to  count  up  too  much,  or  if  quality 
is  poor.  There  are  many  products  which  one 
at  the  east  might  buy  in  Chicago  or  elsewhere 
la  the  locality  of  cheap  grains,  yet  carriage 
brings  them  up  to  dealers'  eastern  prices 
unless  one  can  buy  in  large  lots;  and  it  might 
be  said  that  no  one  could  rightly  expect  to 
bring  stuff  east  at  any  lower  cost  than  the 
regular  dealers  meet,  especially  when  buying 
in  smaller  quantities.  The  best  way  I  have 
yet  found  is  to  buy  of  a  tirm  which  buys  cheap 
and  mills  its  own  stuH'.  I  suspect  that  those 
who  are  in  touch  with  producers,  and  who 
can  buy  at  first  hand  and  get  the  grain  ground 
at  local  custom  mills,  are  best  off  in  this 
respect;  but  those  so  situated  are  continually 
howling  at  the  enormous  tare  taken.  I  don't 
believe  much  in  the  tare  system,  preferring, 
when  possible,  to  pay  fairly  for  work,  and 
know  what  I  am  getting;  but,  whatever  plan 
one  follows,  a  cheat  can  cheat  him. 

When  I  was  at  the  poultry  school,  I  had  not 
been  able  to  find  any  place  to  buy  meat  meal 
at  less  than  §2.25  f.  o.  b.  cars,  in  hundred 
pound  lots,  carriage  bringing  the  cost  to  $2.55. 
Another  memljer  of  the  class  told  me  this  was 
too  much  to  pay  ;  that  he  himself  always  got 
it  for  less  than  two  dollars.  He  was  a  larger 
buyer,  however,  Boston  being  his  field,  and  I 
did  not  feel  quite  sure  that  his  belief  was  cor- 
rect for  the  smaller  buyer  in  a  different 
locality;  but  I  have  since  discovered  a  dealer 
from  whom  I  can  buy  at  a  distance,  and  bring 
the  goods  home  at  an  outside  cost  of  §2.30  per 
hundred.  These  goods  our  state  experiment 
station  has  analyzed  for  me,  and  they  return 
above  60  per  cent  of  protein,  which,  I  must 
admit,  was  a  very  pleasant  surprise  to  me. 
At  another  place  I  found  I  could  buy  for 
^1.50  per  hundred  (first  cost),  but  have  not 
an  analysis  of  this  product;  nor  were  the 
results  good.  .Still,  it  was  unfortunate  that  it 
was  tried  at  the  worst  period  of  a  bad  season. 
I  was  prejudiced  against  it  on  account  of  its 
unusually  bad  odor,  and  decided  that  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  have  it  analyzed.  This 
decision,  I  now  believe  to  have  been  a  mis- 
take, considering  all  the  circumstances. 

Prices  on  grains  vary,  almost  day  by  day,  if 
one  buys  of  a  large  dealer,  and  there  are  times 
when  the  best  grains  cost  about  the  same  as 
the  meat  products.  When  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  a  distinct  help  along  a  line 
seldom  mentioned.  That  is,  by  their  use  in 
liberal  quantity,  we  can  buy  only  the  cheaper 
grains,  until  the  period  of  stress  is  past.  The 
meat  meals  will  keep  up  the  proper  average 
of  protein,  and  we  can  get  along  without  our 
wheat. 

1  was  glad  to  have  one  deliverance  from  an 
authority  on  the  question  as  to  whether  vege- 
table protein  equals  animal  protein  in  value. 
The  Geneva  station  work,  reported  in  the 
Issue  of  P.-P.  for  April  1st,  answers  the  ques- 


tion but  once.  There  are  so  many  factors 
which  may  infiuence  an  ex|ieiinieiil  that  we 
need  repetition  to  make  the  matter  sure.  The 
(luestion  of  the  value  of  oyster  shells  is  some- 
what similar.  There  are  very  few,  I  imagine, 
who  now  question  their  value;  yet  some  still 
insist  that  as  lime  does  not  become  a  part  of 
the  system,  therefoie  oyster  shells  have,  and 
can  have  no  intluence-  in  strengthening  or 
building  the  egg  shell.  Our  best  instructors 
tell  us  that  organized  and  unorganized  nnitter 
are  very  diflerent,  and  that  nothing  can  be 
appropriated  by  the  animal  economy  that  is 
not  organized  material.  Oyster  shell  is  organ- 
ized animal  refuse,  and  thus  differs  from  stone 
lime  and  its  kin.  Docs  not  this  help  to  explain 
the  chasm  between  experience  and  theory 
with  regard  to  oyster  shells?  Those  of  us 
who  use  shells  know  tUey  are  valuable,  and 
we  don't  care  much  about  any  theory  which 
doubts  the  fact;  but  iMs  good  after  all  to  see 
theory  and  fact  frisking  along  hand  in  hand 
—  so  good  that  we  woulil  all  a  liltli'  nitlier  see 
them  joined. 

The  legitimate  cost  of  grains,  meat  meals, 
etc.,  is  a  topic  for  discussion  that  may  well  be 
aired.  I  think  we  who  buy  are  paying  too 
much,  especially  for  clovers  and  meat  meals. 
If  we  are,  agitation  of  the  subject  is  a  good 
thing,  and  we  shall  all  be  likely  to  learn  some- 
thing by  it.  If  we  are  not,  we  should  feel 
better  to  know  it,  and  should  cease  thinking 
injustice  toward  the  dealers,  both  of  which 
are  desirable  ends. 

Mr.  Grundy's  statement  that  the  western 
men  want  to  get  the  largest  quantity  of  eggs 
from  such  food  as  they  grow,  or  can  buy 
cheaply,  is  not  so  very  startling,  after  all.  It 
strikes  me  that  this  is  exactly  what  every 
utility  poultry  grower  is  after,  whether  he 
lives  there  or  here.  To  keep  down  expenses 
is  the  great  need  everywhere,  but  it  needs  to 
be  done  judiciously.  Some  extravagant  (?) 
expenses  are  a  necessity ;  others  are  nothing 
less  than  good  money  thrown  away  carelessly. 

Myra  V.  NORYS. 


Bad  Management. 


Some  of  the  poultry  people  are  sowing  bad 
management  that  will  yield  a  crop  of  disap- 
pointments later  on.  People  buy.  eggs  every 
year  that  don't  hatch  well.  I  shall  give  some 
of  the  most  common  reasons,  and  try  to  show 
where  bad  management  comes  in.  If  hens 
are  allowed  to  become  fat,  a  large  per  cent  of 
the  eggs  will  not  be  fertile. 

Feeding  three  times  a  day  of  fat  producing 
foods,  failing  to  provide  plenty  of  exercise  in 
the  way  of  straw  or  leaves  for  scratching,  is 
bad  management. 

Running  an  egg  ranch  for  market  is  a 
different  thing,  for  in  case  if  the  eggs  are  not 
fertile  so  much  the  better.  The  high  pressure 
methods  so  much  in  vogue  are  very  largely 
responsible  for  the  poor  hatches  so  often 
obtained. 

Another  frequent  cause  of  poor  hatches  is 
allowing  too  many  hens  to  one  cockerel. 
Rather  than  use  over  ten  I  would  use  only 
eight.  I  mate  ten  hens  to  one  cockerel  in 
Plymouth  Rocks,  and  twelve  hens  to  one 
cockerel  in  Leghorns,  vvith  excellent  results, 
by  giving  the  cockerel  extra  feed.  I  pick  hira 
up  and  allow  him  to  eat  from  the  bucket  of 
feed  while  I  am  gathering  and  marking  the 
eggs  from  different  yards,  he  afterwards  eat- 
ing with  the  hens  when  I  feed  them. 

If  the  cockerel  is  neglected  and  allowed  to 
become  reduced  in  vitality,  a  large  per  cent  of 
the  chicks  will  not  be  able  to  get  out  of  the 
shell,  and  many  others  after  they  get  out  will 
not  live — just  die  from  lack  of  vital  energy. 
These  are  the  ones  that  stand  around  and 
peep  and  sleep  till  they  die. 

The  terrible  doctrine  of  heredity  is  demon- 
strated in  the  feathered  tribe, as  well  as  in  the 
human  family. 

Another  prolific  cause  of  bad  hatches  is 
using  immature  pullets  in  the  breeding  pen. 
Many  an  ambitious  breeder,  in  order  to 
increase  his  business  over  last  year,  and  fill 
all  orders,  makes  the  mistake  of  selling  his 
early  pullets,  and  using  some  in  his  own  yards 
that  are  too  young.  We  don't  like  to  return 
checks  and  drafts,  but  we  do  it  every  year. 
Before  ever  there  is  a  sale  made  the  birds  for 
our  own  yards  are  selected,  and  we  wouldn't 
ship  out  any  of  them  for  love  or  money,  for 
what  we  need  ourselves  we  caoDOt  afford  to 
Poultry  Topics. 


Overfeeding. 

So  nuich  has  been  said  anil  written  about 
overfeeiling  that  the  subject  is  well  nigh 
threadbare;  yet  no  one  cause  has  ever  had  as 
much  blame  justly  chargeable  to  it  as  thi> 
same  fault.  It  is  easy  to  overfeed,  much 
easier  than  to  underfeed,  especially  if  we 
have  a  tlock  of  fowls  or  brood  of  chicks  that 
we  desire  to  do  i)articularly  well  l)y. 

More  chicks  and  more  babies  die  every  year 
from  troubles  directly  traceable  to  overfeed- 
ing than  any  other  cause.  All  because  the 
doting  mother  or  the  overzealous  breeder 
with  mistaken  kindness  feeds  too  often  and 
too  well. 

A  chicken  or  a  baby  that  has  ordinary  good 
health  will  always  attempt  to  eat  moi  e  than 
it  can  hold.  If  we  allow  all  that  it  will  eat, 
we  are  certain  to  overfeed.  Uroiler  raisers 
make  a  special  science  of  catering  to  this 
greetliness  of  young  chicks,  and  force  the 
youngsters  almost  to  the  limit  of  endurance, 
in  order  to  produce  a  fat  plump  carcass  for 
the  market;  birds  so  fed  are  never  fit  for  any- 
thing but  market  purposes,  and  not  a  few  in 
every  Hock  are  unable  to  stand  the  forcing 
process. 

Some  of  the  more  common  so-called  diseases 
of  chicks  often  traceable  to  overfeeding  are  — 
leg  weakness,  drawing  up  or  cramping  of  toes, 
fits,  "  liver  disease,"  bowel  troubles  (often 
caused  by  impure  drinking  water),  cramjis, 
and  various  deformities  not  caused  by  direct 
injury. 

In  feeding  either  chicks  orfowls  they  should 
be  fed  at  regular  intervals.  They  should  be 
made  to  work  for  at  least  half  of  their  daily 
food  (we  are  speaking  of  breeders  or  birds 
intended  for  bleeders — with  poultry  intended 
for  market  it  is  diflerent).  Never  feed  more 
at  one  time  than  they  will  eat  up  clean  and 
quickly,  and  take  the  food  away  when  they 
show  any  lack  of  interest  in  it.  Give  a  liberal 
allowance  of  fresh  green  food  always.  Exer- 
cise is  important  for  little  chicks  and  for  adult 
fowls;  keep  them  busy  from  the  time  you 
take  them  from  the  nest  until  you  are  ready 
to  fatten  them  for  the  pot.  Growing  chicks 
need  free  range  to  hunt  for  bugs  and  worms, 
and  work  off  surplus  fat. 

Of  all  the  troubles  chicks  and  fowls  are  heir 
to,  that  caused  by  persistent  overfeeding  is 
the  most  difiicult  to  remedy.  The  owner  of 
the  birds  seldom  realizes  that  anything  is 
wrong  until  the  trouble  is  beyond  cure.  It  is 
such  an  easy  fault  to  drift  into  that  almost 
every  breeder  finds  himself  on  the  dangerous 
ground  of  overfeeding  very  frequently. 

When  one  makes  it  a  rule  to  weigh  his  birds 
(or  a  few  of  them)  at  regular  intervals,  and 
make  a  record  of  the  weights  of  old  and 
young  stock,  the  danger  is  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum. There  will  always  be  found  gluttons 
in  every  flock,  and  tfclese  will  succumb  to  the 
evil  of  their  ways  in  spite  of  us,  but  if  they 
make  good  subjects  for  the  pot  they  are  better 
for  that  purpose  than  for  the  breeding  pen. 

The  only  thing  we  can  do  when  we  find 
victims  of  overfeeding  is  to  go  over  the  flock, 
cull  out  all  that  show  evidences  of  overfeed- 
ing, and  place  them  where  they  can  have  a 
good  run  on  grass  land,  and  cut  down  their 
ration,  making  them  work  for  the  bulk  of 
their  food.  Some  will  succumb,  but  the 
strongest  will  pull  through  unless  the  over- 
feeding has  been  too  long  continued.  Any 
that  are  excessively  fat  should  be  marketed, 
since  they  will  seldom  amount  to  anything  for 
any  other  purpose.  The  reason  for  culling 
out  the  flock  is  because  it  sometimes  happens 
that  the  whole  flock  is  not  overfed  —  those 
members  of  the  flock  which  have  gobbled  up 
the  food  of  the  others  being  the  ones  that 
need  treatment.  The  use  of  medicines  in 
treating  overfed  fowls  is  for  the  most  part 
money  wasted,  except  in  some  cases  where 
there  is  evident  digestive  disturbance,  and 
here  ten  to  thirty  drops  of  tincture  of  nux 
vomica  (according  to  the  age)  in  each  quart 
of  drinking  water  will  be  found  useful.  The 
best  remedy  for  overfeeding  is  to  avoid  it;  or, 
failing  in  this,  to  recognize  it  sufficiently  early 
to  stop  it  in  time  to  avoid  trouble. 

Du.  Woods. 


'*He  That  Stays 
Does  the  Business/' 

All  the  world  admires  "  staying  power." 
On  this  quality  success  depends.  The  blood 
is  tK'  best  friend  the  lieurt  lias,  and  "  faint 
heart  "  never  won  anything.  Hood's  Sar- 
aaparilla  is  the  best  friend  the  bUwd  ever 
liad ;  it  cleanses  the  blood  of  everything, 
Rives  i)erfect  health  and  strength. 
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RICES  mm 

After  May  15th. 
£GGS  for  HATCHING. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(lirowii  Knn  .SI rain;  "the  bublucsB  fowl  of  the 
lillh  ccnlury)." 

White  Wyandottes, 

'Hrowii  K.(;k.  I'rolliio  Laying  .Stock). 

PRICE,  $1  PER  SITTING 

Forent's  fi  <iiii  the  same  pens  I  set  eggs  from  for  niy 
own  chickoiis. 

Incubator  Eggs,  $6  per  100. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN" 

White  Wyandottes. 

Bred  for  utility.  I'lilk-ts  of  ilils  strain  njature  wAeJi 
five  months  old,  are  of  standard  weight,  and  have  aver- 
aged 210  brown  eggs  per  year, 

Ekks  for  hatcliintf,  $-2  per  sitting;  3  sittings  S5. 
Breeding  pens  for  sale. 

F.  K.  WOODS, 

Formerly  at  Natick.  Mansfield,  Mass. 


See  their  winnings  at  tlie 
Boston  show:— Cock,  H.  C; 
cockerel,  1st  anil  V.  H.  C. ; 
pullets,  1st,  Y.  H.  C.  and  H. 
C;  Ijrceding  yard,  1st;  spe- 
cial for  host  cockerel  and  4 
pullets;  special  for  best 
breeding  yard,  and  special 
for  best  display. 

Excellent  young  stock 
for  sale.  Eggs,  $3  per  13; 
$5  per  26. 

J.  S.  KKMINGTON, 
Box  136,  Greenville,  K.I. 


RAYMOND'S 


WHITE 
ItL'FF 


Wyandottes 


SILVER 
GOLDEN 


Are  great  layers  as  well  as  PKIZK  WINNEKS, 
and  have  rich  yellow  legs  and  correct  plumage. 
KGGS  thai  w'ill  liatch  $2  per  l.'i ;  $4  per  Ml  :  Incubator 
eitgs$6pcr  100.  WILI^  H.  RAYMOND, 

BoxfiSfl,      Central  Falls,  K.  I. 


LANGSHANS 

That  -.viu  In  any  kind  of 
conipan>'. 

liOSTON  '99. 

1st  hen,  2(1  pullet.  4th  pen. 
Eggs  $2  per  1.5;  $3.50  per 
30;  $.5  per  45.  From  pens 
wlilcli  include  all  our 
winners. 

PLEASANT  VALLKY 

Address      BATTV  BK( 
Box 


B.P.  ROCKS 

and 

W.  WYANDOTTES 

For  vigor  and  brown 
iggs  SI  per  15,  straight; 
incubator  eggs  $5  per  100. 
No  better  practical  stock 
at  an>'  price. 

POULTRY  FARM. 
)S..  Mt;tliuen.. 
106  Lawrence,  Mass. 


B 


alley's 
ROWN  LEGHORNS. 


Xoted  laj'ers,  prize  winners,  and  non-sitters. 

J.  A.  HAILKY, 
No.7:«14tli  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 


$ 


Many  cases  of  so-called  cholera  are  simply 
a  form  of  actite  indigestion,  the  result  of  a 
monotonous  and  never  varied  grain  diet,  and 
a  lackof  gritaud  exercise.— /^/tdtawa  Farmer. 


Slack  Lang^shan 


Your  last  opportunity  lo  get  eggs  from 
my  slock  at  these  price's: 

SI  persitt.  of  15  from  4  pens. 

»2    "     "         "      "     1  pen. 

Trios  S!i :  cockerels  SiH  and  S3. 

JAMES  H.  LOR  D, 
Box  26.  La*vrence  Kasc 
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The  Tribulations  of  an  Amateur. 

Written  for  Fakm-Pol'LTHy. 
(ConilDUfd  from  page  205). 

"  Peleg,"  said  Lucinda,  with  a  prophetic 
air,  "  I  am  about  to  make  a  fool  of  myself. 
This  is  the  practical  sitle  which  looms  before 
us,  and  I  feel  it  io  my  bone.s  that  my  brains 
will  rapidly  disintefjrate  and  prove  their  total 
unfitness  to  cope  with  the  problems  which 
now  bei^in  to  pre.sent  themselves.*' 

Pelef;  wanted  to  know  such  as  what. 

"  Here  is  one,"  she  said,  j^loomily.  "  In  the 
first  place,  you  must  take  every  precaution  to 
not  disturb  the  hens  a  bit  when  you  move 
them  to  the  strantre  nests;  and  in  the  second 
place,  you  must  be  sure  and  treat  them  for 
lice.  Now,  is  it  goini;  to  do  for  us  to  bring 
those  birds  that  half-mile,  as  mildly  and 
quietly  as  possible,  and  then  suddenly  turn 
them  upside  down  and  scrub  death  to  lice  into 
them,  in  a  strange  cellar  — or  will  it  agitate 
their  tender  feelings  too  much?  On  the  other 
hand,  will  they  deposit  layers  of  insects  in 
the  nice  dean  nests  if  they  are  left  undusted 
till  they  feel  at  home?" 

It  didn't  seem  to  worry  Peleg  any.  He  said 
to  fix  it  any  way  she  thoutrht  best.  After 
some  inward  debate  she  resolved  to  "  hedge," 
and  put  some  tobacco  stems  into  the  nests  as 
a  possible  help,  while  ducting  the  biddies  first 
when  they  were  given  the  real  eggs. 

The  day  arrived  when  the  nests  were  to  be 
made  and  the  fowls  brought  home.  Lucinda 
had  obtained  two  boxes  admirably  answering 
the  description  in  the  article.  Hor  mind  was 
at  rest  there,  and  it  did  her  good  to  look  at 
them.  Peleg  came  home  bright  and  early, 
and  the  Heir  was  sent  forth  for  a  coal  scuttleful 
of  loam.  Liicinda's  mind  suddenly  broke 
loose  with  a  brand  new  thought. 

"  I  wonder  whether  it  ouirht  to  be  dry,  or 
damp,"  she  said,  fearfully,  to  Peleg. 

Peleg  looked  blank.— and  they  moved 
toward  the*coal  scuttle. 

"  This  is  pretty  damp,"  he  said,  examining 
it.   "  Didn't '  he '  say  which  ?  " 

"  Xo,"  murmured  Luciuda,— "  only  just 
plain  '  loam,'  but  I  know  there's  a  reason  for 
it.   '  He '  always  has  a  reason  for  everything." 

"There's  one  thing,"  she  added,  brighten- 
ing a  little,"  the  alternative  is  '  an  inverted 
sod.'  An  inverted  sod  nutst  be  damp,  some- 
what, mustn't  it?  "  , 

"  Of  course  it  is,"  said  Peleg,  heartily. 
"  That  settles  it." 

"But,"  continued  Lucinda,  doubtfully, 
he' just  says  '  loam  '  for  the  dust  bath,  too. 
He  must  want  that  dry.  And  some  people 
use  sawdust  for  nests,  so  it  must  be  a  habit  to 
have  them  dry.  And  they  are  always  talking 
about  it  being  bad  for  hens  to  be  at  all  damp." 

"  But,  perhaps  it  has  something  to  do  with 
the  eggs.  They  use  moisture  in  incubators, 
don't  they?"'  demanded  Peleg. 

"  Jlost  of  them  —  yes."  said  she ;  "  but  if  he 
wanted  the  loam  as  damp  as  this,  I'm  sure  he 
would  have  cautioned  us  to  pour  a  bucket  of 
water  on  it." 

Peleggave  up  in  disgust;  said,  "Well,  I 
don't  know  anything  about  it!"  and  settled 
back  with  the  air  of  a  man  who  washed  his 
hands  of  the  subject.   This  was  base  of  Peleg. 

The  earth  reeled  under  Lucinda.  She  was 
alone  with  a  hen  problem.  Her  nearest  and 
denrestcouldn't  help  her.  Her  cheek  blanched 
as  she  stared  blankly  into  the  coal  scuttle:  but 
time  was  flying,  and  some  action  must  be 
taken.  She  lifted  her  head,  and  with  calm 
decision  ordered  the  Heir  to  cnspty  out  half 
the  loam,  and  refill  with  the  dryest  road  dust 
he  could  find. 

These  emotions  may  seem  exaggerated,  but 
Lucinda  will  not  soon  forget  her  sensations, 
as  she  felt  that  the  dry  might  kill  or  the  damp 
might  kill,  and  she  couldn't  tell  which. 

"  It  isn't  much  dryer,"  said  Peleg,  testingit. 

"  It  isn't  (try,'''  she  returned,  '■  but  'tis  quite 
a  little  dryer.   I  feel  better,  anyway." 

She  proceeded  to  pack  it  into  the  boxes, 
and  measured  it  with  her  fore  finger,  to  see  if 
it  was  about  three  inches  deep. 

"  Peleg,"  said  she,  "  will  you  please  look  at 
this,  and  see  if  there  is  any  hollow  there  at  all, 
or  if  it  is  so  deep  that  the  eggs  will  coast  to 
the  bottom.  My  state  of  mind  is  such  that  I 
don't  know  which  it  is  by  this  time." 

Peleg  thought  it  was  about  right.  Then 
came  the  tobar-co  stems,  and  then  the  chopped 
straw.  Peleg  couldn't  help  her  there  because 


he  had  always  seen  barrelfuls  of  straw  for 
nests,  but  she  put  in  an  easy  layer  and  let  it 
go  at  that.  Then  the  china  eggs  in  each  nest, 
and  they  stood  up  to  view  the  work.  It 
looked  good,  although  they  were  Hhaky  as  to 
whether  it  really  was. 

Peleg  and  the  Heir  went  for  the  hens  that 
evening,  while  Lucinda  waited,  with  every- 
thing ready. 

"I  had  my  choice  of  four,"  Peleg  announced, 
when  he  returned,  "  and  I  chose  the  two  that 
covered  the  most  ground.  This  one  is  the 
star  —  she  spreads  over  about  an  acre." 

The  Heir  gently  drew  out  a  t>lack  hen,  and 
placed  her  on  the  edge  of  the  nest,  which  she 
presently  settled  down  upon.  All  drew  a 
long  breath.  The  other,  a  speckled  brown 
one,  hesitated  on  her  brink  a  few  moments, 
then  turned  around,  and  was  about  to  step 
down  and  off,  when  the  Heir  lifted  her  on, 
and  she  also  settled  herself.  Then  bo.xes 
were  placed  before  the  nests,  and  the  exciting 
task  was  done. 

Next  day  Lucinda  searched  for  information. 

"  I've  found  it,"  she  exclaimed  trium- 
phantly. "  In  1890  he  told  an  inquirer  to  use 
damp  loam  for  sitting  nests." 

At  noon,  the  boxes  in  front  of  the  nests 
were  removed,  without  calling  forth  the 
quiver  of  a  muscle  from  either  hen.  The  first 
two  sittings  of  eggs  arrived  in  the  afternoon. 
Lucinda  paused  with  her  hand  on  the  basket. 

"  In  this  issue  of  F.-P."  she  said,  solemnly, 
"  he  says  that  eggs  for  hatching  should  be 
handled  as  little  as  possible.  I  propose  to 
take  him  at  his  word,  and  not  remove  them 
from  this  package  until  we  set  them.'' 

"  Just  the  idea,"  concurred  Peleg. 

"  It  seems  a  little  high  handed,"  she  con- 
tinued, "  but  I  do  want  to  follow  instructions, 
and  this  being  our  first  venture  I  feel  very 
shy  about  every  step.  I  hope  he  will  forgive 
us." 

Whereupon  she  marched  the  basket  into  the 
place  they  had  chosen  to  keep  it. 

Lucinda  remembered  seeing  that  eggs  for 
hatching  should  be  kept  at  from  40  to  50 
degrees  temperature,  so  she  placed  a  ther- 
mometer against  the  basket,  and  watched  it 
zealously  until  it  remained  at  about  when 
she  removed  it  and  sighed. 

"It  seems  as  though  that  might  do,"  she 
said,  "  I  don't  know  of  another  place  in  the 
house  that  would  be  as  good." 

She  sighed  a  little  more  deeply  later  on. 

"  Here,  in  the  'Questions  Briefly  Answered,' 
they  say  to  keep  the  eggs  from  40°  to  45°, — 
and  to  turn  them  three  times  a  week ;  but  I'm 
sure  he  wrote  the  other  one,  and  I'm  not 
going  to  touch  them.  I  am  afraid  they're  a 
little  too  warm,  though." 

The  next  day  was  quite  a  little  cooler,  and 
Lucinda  smiled  complacently  as  she  came 
downstairs  and  noted  the  change.  She  con- 
tinued her  researches,  however,  and  finally 
came  upon  a  selection  that  raised  her  scalp 
violently  —  for  it  informed  her  that  if  an  egg 
becomes  too  cold  "  the  constituent  cells  of  the 
blastoderm  and  food  yolk  are  disarranged  and 
broken  up,  and  the  vital  spark  extinguished."' 
Lucinda  was  scared.  She  rushed  to  the 
basket,  and  from  that  time  until  it  was  empty 
the  thermometer  became  its  constant  com- 
panion. At  this  time  it  held  at  about  53°,  but 
the  temperature  had  risen  during  the  past  few 
hours,  and  she  had  no  means  of  telling  what 
it  had  been.  Peleg  sympathized  with  her  on 
his  return,  but  assured  her  that  he  was  certain 
it  had  not  dropped  below  40°,  and  that  the 
parking  around  the  boxes  must  help  keep  the 
temperature  of  the  eggs  steady.  So,  as  she 
couldn't  help  the  matter  now,  she  resolved  to 
stop  fretting,  and  further  consoled  herself  by 
noting  that  the  paragraph  said  frozen  eggs, 
and  she  was  certain  they  had  not  frozen. 
Then,  in  another  place  she  saw  that  "he'' 
said  from  45°  to  .55°  was  all  right,  and  that 
eased  her  mind  from  further  worries,  for  she 
found  it  quite  simple  to  keep  the  temperature 
a  little  above  50°. 

Meanwhile,  the  hens  sat,  and  sat,  and  sat. 
Peleg  reported  that  they  were  sticking  to  the 
china  eggs  like  adhesive  plaster.  Three  days 
and  four  nights  passed,  and  they  had  not 
budged.    Lucinda  found  it  very  trying. 

"  But,  he  says  to  let  them  come  oft'  and  go 
on  again  once  of  their  own  accord,'"  quoth 
she,  "  and  then  they  are  ready  for  the  eggs; 
so  1  shall  wait.  I  presume  if  they  had  been 
our  own  hens,  and  had  been  takeu  oft"  every 


night  to  feed,  as  he  says,  while  sitting  on  the 
laying  bo.Kes,  they  would  have  been  all 
trained  to  do  so  properly,  now.'" 

On  the  fourth  evening  the  new  hen  arrived, 
and  went  on  the  third  nest  very  amiably. 
Lucinda  had  not  been  so  well  pleased  with 
her  third  box.  It  was  somewhat  longer  than 
the  others;  still,  she  thought  she  would 
not  let  it  worry  her.  The  third  hen  was 
boxed  up  as  the  others  had  been,  and  the 
fourth  night  passed. 

Early  next  morning  the  household  was 
awakened  by  a  mighty  .squawking  down 
cellar.  Lucinda  jumped  into  her  blanket 
wrap  and  slippers,  and  skipped  down  at  a 
lively  gait,  closely  followed  by  the  Heir. 
The  "star''  of  the  collection  was  roaming 
excitedly  around  the  place  and  lifting  her 
voice  to  high  heaven  at  every  step.  Lucinda 
spoke  soothingly  to  her,  and  the  hen  gradually 
quieted,  although  coutinuing  to  cackle  at 
intervals.  Peleg  appeared  on  the  scene,  and 
watched  the  star  in  disgust. 

"  She  hasn't  the  sign  of  a  broody  hen  about 
her,"  he  said,  "  not  a  sign.  All  I've  ever  seen 
clucked  all  the  time  they  were  otT  the  nest, 
and  ruffled  themselves  up  if  you  went  near 
them." 

"  I  shouldn't  have  known  anything  about 
that,"  said  Lucinda.  "  F.-P.  doesn't  say  any- 
thing about  their  clucking." 

"  Yes,  sir,"  continued  Peleg.  "  I  guess 
you'll  find  she's  broken  up,  fast  enough." 

"  Oh  dear,"  groaned  Lucinda,  "  and  per- 
haps she'll  break  the  others  up,  too,  with  her 
racket." 

After  a  while  they  retreated  upstairs,  and 
left  the  hen  to  herself,  determining  to  pack 
her  up  and  get  her  out  of  the  way  as  soon  as 
they  were  sure  she  had  wound  up  her  sitting. 
Pretty  soon  they  heard  a  duet  from  below, 
and  going  down  found  that  the  speckled 
brown  had  joined  the  star  in  her  promenade. 
The  upshot  was  that  some  time  later  both 
had  to  be  put  back  on  their  nests,  where,  to 
everyone's  surprise,  they  settled  into  graven 
images  again,  as  though  nothing  had  happened . 
The  box  was  removed  from  the  third  hen  at 
noon,  and  she  was  found  to  be  serene. 

Lucinda  was  thoughtful. 

"He  s.ays,"  she  finally  began,  "that  he 
couldn't  be  bothered  with  hens  that  had  to 
be  put  back  on  their  nests, —  and  I  don't 
wonder;  but  I  think  our  case  is  a  little  difl'er- 
ent.  "\\"e  can't  reject  these  hens,  and  get 
another  lot,  and  we  have  only  these  eggs. 
I  think  we  will  have  to  trouble  ourselves 
about  them,  this  time,  and  just  make  a  busi- 
ness of  it.  I  shall  not  take  them  oft",  but  I 
will  put  them  on,  if  they  will  only  keep  sit- 
ting; and  if  they  are  still  sitting  quietly  we 
will  give  them  their  eggs  this  afternoon." 

Peleg  readily  endorsed  this. 

They  were  at  dinner  when  a  sound  stopped 
Lucinda's  fork  on  its  way  to  her  mouth. 
Peleg  laughed. 

"  Dog,"  he  said,  and  the  fork  resumed  its 
journey,  but  was  again  arrested. 

"  That's  one  of  Jlrs.  Fritz's  hens,"  declared 
Peleg.  (Mrs.  Fritz  was  the  next  door  neigh- 
bor, and  she  had  two). 

A  moment  later  they  were  all  on  their  way 
to  the  cellar.  No.  3,  "  the  little  rid  bin,''  had 
come  oft",  and  was  putting  in  a  square  meal. 
She  appeared  more  sensible  than  the  others, 
and  they  hoped  she  would  go  back  of  her 
own  accord ;  but  they  had  to  steer  her,  and 
she  was  not  entirely  satisfied,  for  she  appeared 
again  a  little  later,  goiug  back  herself,  to  their 
great  deTght.  They  were  somewhat  dis- 
mayed, however,  on  her  reappearance  twice 
more,  on  each  of  which  occasions  she  was 
discovered  in  tlie  nest  with  the  speckled 
brown.  In  her  own  nest  she  had  clawed  the 
straw  into  one  side,  leaving  the  other  end 
quite  bare.  Lucinda  iuuigined  it  was  because 
the  box  was  too  long,  and  that  the  "  little 
rid  bin  ''  didn't  like  it. 

"  ThaVs  his  reason  for  fourteen  inches, 
perhaps."  she  informed  Peleg.  "  This  is 
twenty,  and  it  must  be  fixed.  We'll  cut  a 
box  to  the  right  size,  and  move  her." 

It  was  done  at  once,  and  whether  Lucinda 
struck  his  reason  right  or  not,  the  "  little  rid 
bin"  did  no  more  clawing  —  but  she  was 
boxed  up  that  night  for  safe  keeping. 

The  other  two  were  treated  to  death  to 
lice,  by  Peleg  and  the  Heir,  while  Lucinda 
carefully  unpacked  the  eggs  and  placed  them 
on  the  nests.   The  unpacking  revealed  a  sur- 


prise an<l  pleasure.  They  had  only  calculated 
upon  twenty-six  eggs,  but  found  thirty. 

"  Another  hen,""  said  Lucinda,  as  Peleg 
looked  at  her  questioningly.  "  I'm  not  going 
to  set  over  thirteen  to  one  hen.  If  we  can 
get  her  we'll  have  the  fourth  hen  tomorrow 
to  take  care  of  the  extra  eggs." 

Next  day  nobody  stirred  from  her  nest. 
The  third  sitting  came,  and  the  "  little  rid 
hin "  was  promptly  supplied.  Also,  the 
fourth  hen  arrived  that  evening,  and  joined 
the  group. 

They  waited  two  days  for  her  to  come  off, 
and  then  took  her  bodily,  fed  her,  dusted 
her,  and  gave  her  the  rest  of  the  eggs.  In 
all  there  were  forty-three,  divided  thusly: 
eleven  under  the  speckled  brown,  twelve 
under  the  star,  and  ten  each  under  the  "  little 
rid  hin  ''  and  the  Jumor,  who  was  the  counter- 
part of  the  "  little  rid  hin." 

The  star  developed  an  erratic  fashion  of 
getting  up  early  in  the  morning  and  sitting  on 
a  board,  or  the  ground,  or  anything  but  her 
eggs,  which  she  once  left  to  cool  off  for  an 
unknown  period.  After  that  she  was  boxed 
up  every  day,  from  nightfall  until  the  family 
arose  in  the  morning.  The  "little  rid  bin's" 
specialty,  after  h<-r  meal,  was  getting  into 
the  nest  with  the  speckled  brown,  and  having 
to  be  removed  to  her  own  place.  Once  the 
star  and  speckle  changed  nests,  but  as  neither 
made  any  fuss,  they  were  let  alone.  Lucinda 
found  that  her  regular  programme  resolved 
itself  into  visiting  the  cellar  about  once  an 
hour,  and  looking  at  each  hen  to  see  that  all 
was  right. 

As  for  Junior,  no  one  could  tell  that  she 
had  left  her  nest  at  all.  She  attended  strictly 
to  business,  bristled  fiercely  if  approached, 
and  raised  the  roof  with  the  strength  of  her 
krawing  when  any  of  the  other  hens  exer- 
cised near  her  nest.  Xone  of  the  flock  seemed 
to  be  up  to  date,  for  they  ignored  the  nice 
dishes  of  grit  and  oyster  shells  provided,  and 
preferred  picking  up  coal  ashes,  and  pecking 
at  the  mortar  in  the  walls.  As  for  the  dust 
bath,  they  didn't  appear  to  see  it  at  all. 
Lately,  however,  their  tastes  seem  to  ba 
becoming  a  bit  cultivated.  They  are  sam- 
pling the  unknown  fare,  and  there  is  hope  that 
they  may  eventually  take  a  wash. 

Here,  for  the  present,  is  where  Lucinda 
"  is  at."'  She  is  preparing  for  the  reception 
of  a  possible  chicken.  She  may  have  already, 
by  one  or  more  of  her  processes,  exl!nguishe<l 
the  light  of  those  eggs ;  but  she  doesn"t  know 
it, —  yet.  Hopeful  to  the  last,  .'he  waits  in 
blissful  ignorauce.  She  realizes  the  uncer- 
tainty of  poultry  things,  and  simply  thinks: 

"  PiTliaps  it  may  turn  out  a  sdhk. 
I'ui  liaps  luru  out  a  senm»n." 


How  Mrs.  Pinkham 

HELPED  MRS.  GOODEN. 


[letter    to    MRS.    PI.NKHAM    NO.  Ii.733] 

"I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  your 
kindness  and  the  interest  you  have 
taken  in  me,  and  truly  believe  your 
medicines  and  advice  are  worth  more 
to  a  woman  than  all  the  doctors  in  the 
world.  For  years  I  had  female  troubles 
and  did  nothing  for  them.  Of  course 
I  became  no  better  and  finally  broke 
down  entirely.  My  troubles  began 
with  inflammation  and  hemorrhages 
from  the  kidneys,  then  inflammation, 
congestion  and  falling  of  the  womb 
and  inflammation  of  ovaries. 

"  I  underwent  local  treatment  every 
day  for  some  time ;  then  after  nearly 
two  months  the  doctor  gave  me  permis- 
sion to  go  back  to  work.  I  went  back, 
but  in  less  than  a  week  was  com- 
pelled to  give  up  and  go  to  bed.  On 
breaking  down  the  second  time,  I  de- 
cided to  let  doctors  and  their  medicine 
alone  and  try  your  remedies.  Before 
the  first  bottle  was  gone  I  felt  the  ef- 
fects of  it.  Three  bottles  of  Lydia  E. 
Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound  and  a 
package  of  her  Sanative  Wash  did  me 
more  good  than  all  the  doctors"  treat- 
ments and  medicine. 

"The  first  remark  that  greets  me 
now  is  'How  much  better  you  lookl'  and 
you  may  be  sure  I  never  hesitate  to  tell 
the  cause  of  my  health." — Mb8.  E.  J. 

GoODEN,  ACKLEY,  Li.. 
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Items  of  Interest  From  the  West. 

(  ContiiiULMl  fi'ffiu  ]>a{;C!  *JOl> ) • 

Some  jears  ago  Frank  JIt'tcalf,  ^\■urren, 

0.  ,  orisiuated  a  general  purpose  fowl  which 
be  callcil  Buckeye  Keilss."  ^Vhen  the  Rhode 
Island  Keds  came  into  prominence  he  found 
them  so  like  his  variety  that,  rather  than  con- 
tinue inbreeding  his  own  stock,  he  secured  K. 

1.  K.  blood,  and  has  used  it  until  now  he  says 
he  has  only  a  few  of  the  original  stock  left. 
Mr.  Metcalf  describes  his  original  Huckeye 
Reds  as  larger  than  the  Rhode  Island  Reds, 
the  males  weighing  nine  and  ten  pounds  when 
less  than  a  year  old.    In  color  the  two  breeds 

were  almost  identical. 

*  *   *  * 

The  "  Arena  Poultry  Association,"  of  Rock 
Falls,  is  composed  of  twenty  breeders,  each 
representing  a  different  breed,  and  breeding 
only  that  breed.  Orders  for  stock  and  eggs 
reach  the  individual  members  through  the 
secretary  of  the  association,  and  all  sales  are 
guaranteed  by  the  association.  Customers 
not  satisfied  with  treatment  they  receive  are 
requested  to  notify  the  secretary  in  writing. 
Complaints  are  investigated  by  the  board  of 
directors,  and  if  found  just,  all  money  paid  is 
refunded,  and  the  otleudiug  member  expelled. 
The  otlicers  of  the  association  are  E.  C. 
Warters,  pres. ;  W.  A.  Jenkins,  sec'y;  R.  L. 
Leitch,  treas. 

*  *  -*  * 

L.  A.  Juuod,  of  Mulberry  Grove,  111.,  has 
been  trying  to  induce  the  farmers  of  his 
vicinity  to  try  thoroughbred  stock.  To  date 
he  has  not  met  with  much  encouragement. 
As  a  special  inducement  he  oflered  eggs  from 
a  pen  of  S.  L.  Wyandottes  whose  average 
score  was  91,  at  75  cts.  per  sitting.  He  sold 
just  one  sitting ;  but  that  is  a  beginning,  and 
may  sell  him  more  next  year. 

*  *   *  * 

"  Until  aliout  three  years  ago,"  says  Geo. 
Lundin,  of  Rio,  111.,  "  the  people  around  here 
did  not  appreciate  thoroughbred  poultry. 
Then  I  started  in  with  Cochins,  and  now  they 
are  all  in  for  them  as  a  cross  on  their  mon- 
grels. They  do  not  yet  as  a  rule  care  for  full 
blooded  stock." 

*  *  *  * 

That  veteran  breeder  of  Black  Spanish 
fowls,  John  Bennett,  of  Sunman,  Ripley  Co., 
Ind.,  say  the  farmers  of  his  county  depend  on 
their  chickens,  eggs,  and  butter  to  keep  them 
above  water.  Enormous  quantities  of  eggs 
go  east  from  the  little  town  of  Sunman,  every 
express  train  taking  its  quota  of  egg  cases. 

*  *.   *  * 

Lanark,  111.,  claims  more  poultrymeu, 
breeders  of  fine  stock,  than  any  town  of  its 
size  in  the  United  States.  We  don't  know 
whether,  if  the  figures  were  all  compared,  it 
would  be  able  to  make  good  its  claim.  We 
do  know,  however,  that  it  is  the  home  of  some 
enthusiastic  and  enterprising  poultrymen, 
who  are  well  and  favorably  known  all  over 
the  United  States.  By  the  way,  wouldn't  it 
be  a  good  plan  for  some  of  those  interested  in 
proving  such  claims  to  send  in  facts  and  fig- 
ures, and  let  us  print  them  all.  This  would 
stir  up  a  generous  rivalry,  which  would  be  of 
benefit  to  both  the  poultry  industry  and  the 
competing  points. 

*-   *   *  * 

It  is  not  the  towns  alone  that  make  such 
claims.  Several  counties  and  groups  of 
counties  in  ditTerent  states  claim  to  be 
"banner  counties,"  and  "record  holders''  in 
the  production  of  poultry  and  eggs.  The 
comparison  might  well  be  extended  to  states 
also.  The  coming  census  ought  to  look  after 
poultry  statistics  more  carefully  than  any 
previous  census,  and  furnish  ojHcial  figures. 

*  *  «  * 

C.  II.  Maust,  of  Struble,  la.,  farmer  and 
poultryman,  breeds  Black  Miuorcas,  and  finds 
that  the  local  trade  will  take  all  Ihe  stock  he 
can  spare  each  year.  He  writes:  "The 
poultry  business  with  me  is,  as  yet,  a  side 
issue,  as  my  farm  and  stock  need  my  atten- 
tion; yet  I  realize  a  good  profit  on  my  fowls, 
and  I  find  that  feeding  wheat  to  poultry 
in  winter  gives  good  results.  Say  60c.  worth 
of  wheat  to  100  hens,  and  in  return  receive  12 
dozen  eggs,  which  at  20c.  pc  r  dozen,  gives  you 
^2.40— profit  $1..S0.  It  beats  hauling  wheat 
to  market  when  the  thermometer  shows  20° 
below  zero." 


Farmers  around  Struble,  la.,  sell  their 
poultry  mostly  alive  to  an  eastern  firm,  which 
sends  its  buyers  in  twice  a  year.  Shipments 
are  made  in  July  and  Xovember;  from  seven 
thousand  to  ten  thousand  birds  arc  shipped  in 
each  lot. 

«   «    «  « 

F.  B.  Shaw,  poultryman  and  horseman, 
formerly  of  Lansing,  Jlich.,  has  recently 
moved  to  Middleville  in  the  same  state.  He 
has  rented  a  place  of  seven  acres,  and  expects 
to  have  it  in  shape  for  business  early  in  the  fall. 

*  t    t  t 

W.  C.  .Jackson,  South  15cnd,  Ind.,  is  send- 
ing out  a  circular  and  price  list  that  seems  to 
us  to  illustrate  nicely  the  ditlerence  in  value 
between  a  good  bird  and  a  bird  that  is  just  a 
little  better  or  a  little  worse.  Mr.  Jackson 
sells  birds  with  or  without  score  card,  just  as 
buyers  prefer.  To  accommodate  those  who 
want  to  buy  by  the  score,  he  issues  price  list 
of  scored  birds,  giving  age  and  sex,  name  of 
judge  who  gave  the  score,  and  price.  A  i)5 
point  Bull'  Leghorn  hen  is  (juoted  at  !$10;  a  94 
point  at  $8;  a91  point  hen  $2.25.  In  White 
Wyandottes,  pullets  are  quoted  as  follows: 
93  point,  $G;  92  point,  $4;  90  point,  $2. 
«   «   *  » 

Sid.  Mathes,  Spencer,  Ind.,  who  sold  out 
his  poultry  several  years  ago,  is  again  among 
the  breeders.  He  handles  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Barred  and  White. 

*  *   »  * 

E.  O.  Threin,  until  recently  of  "N'ail,  la., 
and  well  known  everywhere  as  one  of  the 
originators  of  Golden,  Bufi",  and  Partridge 
Wyandottes,  is  now  located  at  Denison,  la. 
Mr.  Threin  has  great  faith  in  the  Partridge 
AVyandotte,  and  believes  it  destined  to  become 
very  popular.  He  can  give  good  reasons  for 
the  faith  that  is  in  him,  and  certainly  the 
soundness  of  his  judgment  with  regard  to  the 
other  varieties  gives  great  weight  to  his 
opinion  about  the  newest  breed. 

»   »  »  » 

Frequently  we  hear  of  communities  where 
the  interest  in  poultry  dates  from  the  holding 
of  a  farmers'  institute,  or  has  been  advanced 
by  something  which  came  up  at  such  a  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Quint  Webb,  of  Blandinsville,  111., 
says  that  while  the  production  of  eggs  and 
poultry  in  his  township  has  been  large,  little 
interest  was  taken  in  fine  stock  until  the  dis- 
cussions at  an  institute  held  there  last  winter 
convinced  some  of  the  farmers  of  the  value  of 
thoroughbred  stock.  Now  they  are  beginning 
to  take  hold.  When  the  last  farmers'  institute 
was  held  at  Gaston,  Ind.,  H.  B.  Trout,  of  that 
place  interviewed  the  three  merchants  of  the 
town,  and  found  that  they  were  paying  out 
annually  $15,000  lor  poultry  and  eggs.  None 
of  the  farmers  there  are  especially  interested 
in  fine  stock.  A  rising  vote  taken  at  the  meet- 
ing showed  that  only  three  were  taking  poul- 
try papers.  No  doubt  the  farmers  could  easily 
double  their  receipts  for  poultry  and  eggs,  for 
many  towns,  no  larger  than  Gaston,  take  in 
many  times  as  much  for  poultry  products. 

Mrs.  Jas.  Redfleld,  of  Hillsboro,  111.,  says 
the  production  of  poultry  product  in  that 
vicinity  is  hardly  up  to  the  local  demand, 
especially  for  eggs  in  winter.  Farmers  are 
waking  up  to  the  possibilities  of  more  profit 
from  their  poultry,  but  with  few  exceptions 
are  not  prepared  to  give  fowls  the  care  neces- 
sary for  good  returns.  With  interest  once 
aroused  better  care  is,  however,  only  a  ques- 
tion of  a  little  time.  Eggs  are  reported  as 
several  cents  higher  this  spring  than  usual, 
which  means  a  very  substantial  increase  in 
the  income  from  poultry  when  eggs  are  pro- 
duced mostly  in  the  spring. 

*  * 

In  Allen  Co.,  Kans.,  farmers  generally  keep 
good  poultry,  and  make  an  eflbrt  to  produce 
as  many  chicks  as  possible.  They  don't  run 
poultry  on  the  go  as  you  please  plan.  Many 
use  incubators,  and  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon 
for  a  farmer  to  have  five  hundred  birds  to  sell. 
#  *   »  * 

Logansport,  Ind.,  is  an  important  center  for 
lioth  market  and  fancy  poultry.  Two  large 
wholesale  houses  are  located  there.  At  the 
poultry  show  held  last  January  twelve  hun- 
dred birds  were  on  exhibition.  The  financial 
success  of  the  undertaking  was  equaft'- gr  ati- 
fying. Afti .-  all  expenses  were  paid  a  bal- 
ance of  f:J7  remained.  With  such  encour- 
agement as  this,  the  Logansport  breeders 


conlitlently  look  forwar<l   to   :i   bigi;er  and 
better  show  next  season. 

«  «   •  • 

The  West  AVisconsin  Poultry  Association 
lias  just  been  organized  at  Ellsworth,  Wis. 
The  ollicers  are,  Dr.  K.  11.  llolliday.  pres.;  K. 
T.  Brunk,  R.O.  Bacon,  and  W.  S.  Dodge,  vice 
prests. ;  L.  A.  Brown,  sec'y;  J.  W.  Hancock, 
treas.  The  association  will  hold  its  lirsi  show 
at  Ellsworth  next  December. 

*  «  •  « 

The  farmers  around  Cuba,  Fulton  Co.,  III., 
receive  more  money  for  poultry  than  for  any 
other  farm  product  marketed  there. 

*  «  »  • 

As  high  as  §40,000  worth  of  jioultry  al«ne 
lias  been  shipjied  from  Vpsilanti,  .Mich.,  dur- 
ing the  fall  months. 

*  *    •  « 

The  large  pigeon  and  poultry  plant  of  Ben 
S.  Katz,  at  Osage,  la.,  is  a  model  of  its  kind, 
and  represents  an  investment  of  between 
$(),000  anil  $7,000.  Though  [ligeon  lirecding 
is  the  leading  branch  of  the  business,  consider- 
able attention  is  given  to  poultry. 

*  •  *  *- 

AV.  P.  Brown,  of  Ludington,  Midi.,  says: 
"  The  production  of  poultry  in  our  vicinity  is 
very  light.  The  country  around  our  city  of 
ten  thousand  iuhabitan^ts  does  not  furnish 
eggs  enough  to  supply  the  town.  It  is  a  fruit 
section,  and  admirably  adapted  to  poultry, 
but  there  are  no  extensive  plants  here,  and 
the  farmers  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  the 
possibilities  poultry  oflers  them." 

*  *  *  « 

In  189S,  $40,000  of  poultry  was  shipped 
from  Owosso,  Mich.  The  principal  shippers  at 
this  point  are  representatives  of  Boston  firms. 
This  town  held  its  first  show  in  February 
last,  and  this  show  inaugurated  a  boom  in 
thoroughbred  stock.  D.  M.  Walters,  our 
correspondent  there,  says  he  does  not  know 
how  long  the  boom  in  fine  poultry  will  last, 
but  the  practical  side  is  sure  and  steady. 

*  *   #  * 

J.  M.  Vander  Van,  of  Cedar  Grove,  She- 
boygan Co.,  Kans.,  says  of  the  production  of 
poultry  in  his  neighborhood:  "This  is  a 
general  farming  and  dairying  district  around 
here.  The  farms  are  mostly  small.  Farmers 
as  a  rule  are  old  country  people,  satisfied  to  do 
as  their  elders  did.  The  younger  generation 
is  waking  up,  and  a  few  realize  or  have  found 
by  experience  that  there  is  more  profit  in  hens 
than  in  cows.  Most  of  the  old  people  do  not 
read  English,  but  the  young  folks  are  all  right 
—  progressive,  interested  in  farmers'  institute, 
etc." 

*  «   *  « 

Near  Milford,  a  suburb  of  Cincinnati,  there 
is  a  little  farm  of  six  and  one-quarter  acres 
which'furnishes  a  fine  illustration  of  the  pos- 
sibility of  combining  several  industries.  The 
farm  is  owned  and  operated  by  W.  B.Hill, 
who  sends  Fakm-Poultry  a  most  interesting 
account  of  his  work.  The  farm  is  mostly  in 
fruit,  with  some  ground  in  vegetables.  On  it 
are  springs  of  magnesia  water  vvhich  is  sold 
for  table  use  and  medicinal  purposes.  The 
springs  also  feed  a  small  lake  from  which  ice 
is  cut  in  winter.  Mr.  Hill  deals  in  ice,  mineral 
water,  fruits,  vegetables,  eggs,  and  poultry, 
all  produced  on  his  own  small  farm.  His 
work  as  a  poultryman  is  of  course  of  most 
interest  to  F.-P.  readers.  He  keeps  from  one 
hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
hens,  mostly  White  Leghorns,  replacing  about 
half  his  stock  each  year.  The  most  of  his 
eggs  are  sold  to  private  families  in  Cincinnati. 
Deliveries  are  made  once  a  week,  every 
Thursday  morning,  Mr.  Hill  going  to  the  city 
by  steam  cars,  and  using  the  electric  cars  to 
reach  his  customers.  The  time  required  for 
this  is  half  a  day.  The  fares  each  time  amount 
to  fifty  cents.  The  average  price  of  eggs  is 
20c.  per  dozen,  he  selling  three  dozen  for  half 
a  dollar,  when  eggs  generally  are  retailing  at 
10  and  12c.  Ilis  Cincinnati  customers  engage 
28  dozen  eggs  per  week.  In  season  he  fur- 
nishes them  also  with  broilers  and  roasters. 
His  total  annual  receipts  from  his  poultry  arc 
about  $400.  The  expense  of  feeding  his 
fowls,  all  grain  being  bought,  is  a  little  less 
than  $1.50  per  year,  leaving  a  cash  balance  of 
$2.50  in  favor  of  the  hens,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  eggs  and  poultry  consumed  at  home,  which 
are  not  included  in  above  statement.  Mr. 
Hill  has  been  keeping  poultry  for  twelve 
years,  but  says  he  is  only  beginning  to  know 
how  to  make  hens  pay. 


The  Bone  Cutter 
QuestioHo 

is  not :  Is  .i  bone  cutter  a  good 
tiling?  (all  agree  that  it  is), 
but  :  Which  is  the  best  bone 
cutter  to  buy  ?  Every  user 
will  answer:  The  Webster  & 
Hannuni  cuts  more  bone  and 
cuts  it  better  than  ^ny  other. 

Only  one  liand  required  to  operate. 
.Self-fecdinjT  and  rejrulalinjr.    We  also 
make  Clover  Cutters  and  Stone  Crushers. 
l\tct-ivi-tt  only  aivard  at  IVorltVs  Jutir,  Chu'at;o. 

liooklet  all  about  hens  and  liow  to  make  tliem  lay, 
free.    Send  your  address. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  CO.,  Box  4.,  Syracuse,  N.Y. 

THENONESUCH  INCUBATORS  and  BROODERS 

TUe  Worlil'M   SlaiKliird  Macliiiie. 

Surpasses  All  Otljers. 

"THE  NONE  SUCH" 

A  self  I  c  (julaiiiij.-  and  fully 
j(ii;ir;ni(r(Ml    Inculiator  for 
I— — r         fill.  K'lual  loanylilKli- 
T4ffmai  niai-liiiic  iin  Die  mar- 

^  kel.       Has  iniprovcniciitfl 

found  ill  no  oilier,  and  made 
by  a  rf'llatilc  eoijc(-rii. 
AbsoIiiicl\- ilio  lii";t    fneuhalor  made.    Send  for  rat 
KOKKST  TNCITHATOK   CO.,  l-orest.  Oh lo.' 

2000  PREMIUIYIS 

were  awardt-d  ray  fowlti  at  12  Hlate  Shows 
in  I89a,  Laugbst  Ranch  in  the  west.  Wo 

FOWLS  &  EGGS  HS 

:iii(J  water  fowlfl.  Tliey  arc  Kaum  (Juoww 
which  iiiakea  them  ■■-^  _  ^  ■  ■  o— 
KtronK  and  thrifty.    Y\\  R     ^  A  I  h 

I  Hiaiiip.i  Jor  new  largo  ill  uhi  ral  cntnlopuo, 

CHAS.  UAMMtRDINGER,  Box  42.  COLUMBUS,  OHIO- 


S.  C.  WH. 

£GGS 


LEGHORNS 

EGGS  EGGS 


15  for  Si2;  .'JO  for  (S:j ;  4,5  for  S|i4. 
My  yards  tills  season  are  closely  enlled.  carefully 
mated,  and  ouirlit  to  produce  exi^s  that  will  ]ii-oduce 
winners.   Send  for  list  of  prcniiiims  won  since  1891. 
WOODLAWN  POULTRY  YARDS, 
CHAS.  J.  FOGG.  Walthain,  Mass. 

POULTRY 
NETTING. 

At  the  Lowest  PriceslEver  Made 

12  inches  wide,  S  .57  .Sfi  inches  wide,  JI.72 

18  "  "  .8fi'  48  ■•  ••  l.'li 
24  "  "  1.14  fiO  "  "  2.8i 
30      "  "       1.43  72      "  "  3.42 

Eacli  roll  contains  l.M  linear  feet  of  first  quality  No. 

19  wire,  galvanized  after  weaving,  making  it  strong 
and  durable.  We  pay  freight,  on  orders  of  .5  or 
more  rolls  to  nearly  all  points  east  of  Rocky  Mts. 
Can  ship  from  Chicago,  III.,  or  Colchester,  Ct.  You 
and  your  neighbors  can  save  money  on  Poultry 
Supplies.   For  samples,  price  lists  and  terms,  address 

C^SE  Ac  OO., 


Bo.\  247, 


Colchester,  Ct. 


EGGS  KEDUCKD, 

75  per  cent  fertile  guaranteed. 
By  Niagara  Farm. 
Pure  Wiite  Wyandotte  and  Manmiolli  Pekin  Duck 
eggs  in  large  or  small  quantities, 5  cents  each.  W. 
Holland  Turkey  eggs,  20  cents  each.  Hrei  iliiig  slock 
$1.. 50  each.  Belgian  Hares  $1  each.  Green  cured  Hne 
cut  Clover  $1.2.5  per  100  lbs.  P.  Stale  duck  special  288 
eggs  incubalor  53.5.  Circular. 

 W.  K.  CURTISS  &  CO.,  Ransomville,  N.  Y. 

BUFFINTON'S  BUFFS 

Price  of  eggs  reduced.  Buff  and  Barred  P.  Bock, 
Buff  and  M'hite  Leghorn,  Buff  Wyandottes,  Buff 
Cochin,  and  Rhode  Island  Reds,  $1.25  per  15;  $3  for 
45.  Incubator  eggs  from  fairly  good  stock  of  above 
varieties  $3  tor  100 ;  $5  for  200.  A  few  eggs  to  sjiare 
from  Buff,  Black  and  White  Cochin  Bantams  $2  tor 
15.  We  can  spare  S.  C.  White  Leghorns  in  lots  of  I 
cock  and  5  hens  for  $5.   Send  for  circular. 

ROWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
Box  677,  Fall  River,  Maps. 

Fertile  Eggs. 

Wliite  Wvand.itles.  SI  per  1.5;  $5  per  100. 

White  and  Barred  Ply.  Rocks,  $1  per  16;  $5  per  100. 

S.  v..  W.  L.  H.,  SI  p<^r  15;  S5  per  100. 

Pekin  Ducks,  Rankin,  $1  per  11 ;  $6  per  100. 

TRIUMPH  POULTRY  FARM, 

Montvale,  N.  J. 

EGGS!  EGGS  I 

I  £  you  wish  to  obtain  good  results,  place  your  order 
for  eggs  tor  liatcliing  with  the  Rivervie'w  Poultry 
Yards,  T.  H.  Campbell,  prop..  Laurel  Street, 
Ellsworth,  Maine.  The  yards  contain:  Plymouth 
Rocks,  Wyandottes,  and  Leghorns  of  all  kinds,  Light 
Brahmas,  While  Sherwoods,  Wliite  Wonders,  and  K. 
C;.  Black  .Minorcas.  "Birds  all  taken  many  prizes," 
I  have  also  fine  ))ens  of  Brown,  White  and  Buff  Leg- 
liorns.  White  Wyandottes,  Barred  Plynioutli  Rocks, 
and  Light  Brahmas,  that  I  will  sell  at  a  reasonable 
ligiire  considering  the  stock.  Now  is  your  chance 
to  obtain  good  stock. 

T.H.  CAMPBELL.  Bo.x  221.  Ellsworth.  Mo. 

MINORCAS. 

S.C.  Black  Minorcas,  standard  bred  for  heavy  lay- 
ing qualities.  I  use  the  Eureka  Nest  Koxes  in  all 
pens.  Young  slock  have  free  range  of  U)  acre  farm; 
arelarge.healthy.and  vigorous.  For  the  past  9  year.s 
have  bred  B.  Minorcas  i  xcliisively.  Eggs  from  Pill 
slrain  (imported  hints  )  1.5  for  S2..50;  Iwri  ornKire  sii- 
lings  $2per  15.  Royal  and  Cornell  strains  $1  per  15; 
or  $5  per  KX).    Stock  for  sale. 

Mrs.  GEO.  E.  MONROE, 
Member  Black  Miiuirca  Cluh.        Dryden,  N.  ¥o 
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June  1 


A  Chick  Experience. 
Wiillenfur  KAitM-I'orLTRY. 

I  do  not  keep  poultry  as  a  Ifusine^s,  but  an 
a  recieatiou  in  coDuection  with  my  regular 
occupation,  and  ahvavh  to  makt  it  pay. 

Wbile  1  would  not  pretiunie  to  give  the  pro- 
fetibioQal  poulterer  points,  as  a  small  poulterer 
I  think  that  I  have  a  bit  of  experieuce  that 
might  prove  helpful  to  some  of  the  many  who 
like  myself,  keep  a  few  fowls  aud  raise  a  new- 
lot  each  season. 

Last  year  I  set  eight  hens.  The  first  chicks 
began  to  hatch  March  10th,  and  the  last  lot 
early  in  May.  I  should  have  preferred  to 
have  them  at  onetime  as  near  as  possible,  but 
I  keep  but  a  few  hens,  and  more  would  not 
sit  earlier,  and  I  was  unwilling  to  introduce 
sitters  from  other  flocks,  as  mine  were  all 
healthy  and  free  from  all  vermin,  and  I  feared 
contamination.  (See  my  article  on  "Vermin," 
in  F.-P.  for  April  lit  and  1.0th,  "97). 

At  from  live  to  seven  days  after  the  hens 
were  set  I  tested  out  all  infertile  eggs  by 
means  of  simply  a  paper  box  (an  11-0  or  any 
other  cereal  box  is  good )  fitted  to  the  face  on 
the  open  end,  and  with  a  hole  in  the  other  end 
the  shape  of  an  egg,  and  nearly  as  large— just 
80  the  egg  would  not  fall  through  —  and  hold- 
ing the  egg  in  the  hole  toward  the  light,  or 
better  toward  the  sun  on  a  bright  day,  or  a 
lamp  at  night,  I  was  able  to  see  a  dark  spot  in 
the  fertile  ones,  while  those  that  would  not 
hatch  were  clear,  and  the  yolk  could  be  seen 
to  rise  slowly  to  the  top  with  every  turn. 

Some  will  scout  the  idea  of  using  for  any 
purpose  eggs  that  have  been  incubated  at  all, 
but  with  a  trial  they  will  be  surprised  to  find 
them  perfectly  good,— for  cooking  at  least,— 
and  when  opened,  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
other  eggs  as  many  days  laid. 

If  I  could  set  another  hen  at  about  the  same 
time  a  hen  had  bei'  eggs  tested,  those  taken 
out  were  replaced  by  fresh  eggs  that  usually 
found  room  in  the  second  hen's  nest,  .when 
about  a  week  later,  some  of  hers  were  simi- 
larly removed  because  found  infertile. 

Those  eight  hens  brought  ninety-nine  chicks 
from  the  nests. 

1  could  just  as  well  have  had  an  even  hun- 
dred had  1  not  been  quite  so  eager  for  it,  for 
when  the  last  hen  was  about  through  hatching 
I  found  I  had  ninety-five  chicks  and  five  more 
good  eggs,  making  a  possible  hundred;  four 
of  these  promptly  hatched,  and  the  other  one 
would  have  done  so  had  I  not  attempted  to 
force  nature  a  bit,  and  destroyed  the  life.  It 
had  been  set  with  the  others,  but  evidently 
the  germ  had  not  started  quite  so  promptly,  or 
the  egg  had  been  a  little  retarded  in  the  proc- 
ess of  hatching. 

Many  such  a  case  has  been  lost  through  too 
great  zeal  or  eagerness,  leading  to  overdoing. 
Old  nature  is  a  pretty  good  mother  if  we  will 
let  her  alone  and  give  her  a  chance,  assisting 
her  a  bit  only  when  necessary. 

Indeed  1  should  have  had  considerably  over 
one  hundred  chicks  bad  1  Jiad  better  eggs  in  the 
earlier  sittings —  not  all  fertile,  because  of  too 
many  hens  to  one  male,  but  a  cockerel ;  and 
had  I  had  all  my  own  eggs  instead  of  a  few 
bought  for  new  stock  in  the  later  sittings. 

Of  all  the  chicks  that  succeeded  in  breaking 
the  shell,  all  but  two  hatched,  and  came  with 
the  hens  from  the  nests.  One  in  one  of  the 
eggs  bought,  succeeded  in  picking  its  way 
nearly  out,  and  then  died  in  the  attempt, 
evidently  from  sheer  weakness.  The  other 
was  crushed  in  the  shell,  and  died  from  its 
injury. 

Of  the  ninety  and  nine  that  came  from  the 
nest,  not  one  was  killed  in  the  coops,  not  one 
died  from  dise;ise  of  any  kind,  not  one 
perished  from  marauding  vermin,  or  from 
any  other  cause  till  the  largest  were  broilers, 
and  all  were  well  on  the  way  to  either  crow 
or  lay. 

Indeed,  I  scarcely  had  a  sick  chick  on  the 
premises  all  summer.  I  let  the  edge  of  tUe 
coop  down  on  the  foot  of  one  little  chap,  caus- 
ing him  to  limp  around  for  a  few  days;  and 
one  of  the  earlier  ones,  whose  mother,  too 
eager  to  resume  laying,  and  to  start  another 
brood,  had  left  with  his  mates  to  shift  for 
themseJves,  seemed  chilled  one  night  from  the 
cold  storm ;  fact  is  he  had  scarcely  feathers  at 
all,  but  I  gave  him  half  of  a  one  grain  quinine 
pill,  and  the  next  niQrijing I  COUW  npt  tfjl  biui 


Later,  however,  three  of  the  smaller  ones 
disappeared,  probably  attributable  to  my  care- 
lessness in  allowing  a  tramp  cat  to  make  her 
home  on  my  premises;  but  she  also  soon  dis- 
appeared, putting  an  end  to  that.  A  dog  ran 
into  my  grounds  one  day  aud  killed  one,  and 
he  was  as  promptly  dealt  with. 

The  other  ninety-five  all  reached  the  broiler 
stage,  and  most  of  them  several  other  stages. 
So  I  practically  raised  ninety-five  of  the  ninety- 
nine  chicks  hatched  by  eight  hens. 

I  enjoyed  broilers  all  summer,  till  too  big  to 
broil,  and  I  have  been  roasting  them  ever 
since. 

What  I  did  not  need  I  sold  readily  at  good 
prices.  They  were  Black  Langshans,  and 
Light  Brahuias,  and  Black  Langshan  crossed 
on  Black  ilinorcas  and  Light  Brahmas. 

The  Langshan  -  Minorcas  began  laying 
August  24th,  or  at  about  five  and  a  half 
months  old,  and  I  have  had  lots  of  eggs  from 
them  ever  since.  I  wish  I  had  kept  an 
accurate  account  so  that  I  could  give  it;  they 
have  done  so  remarkably  well. 

Eighteen  of  the  Light  Brahmas  aud  Lang- 
shan-Brahmas,  beautiful  large  coal  black  birds 
that  I  kept  for  layers,  reached  at  one  point  in 
.January  an  average  of  between  eleven  and 
twelve  eggs  per  day,  and  before  all  had  begun 
to  lay.  Of  course  they  have  done  better  than 
that  in  later  winter  and  spring.  I  like  first 
cross  for  layers. 

All  my  surplus  eggs  have  been  taken  eagerly 
at  my  door,  some  at  as  high  as  fifty  cents  per 
dozen. 

I  think  most  will  agree  that  I  made  a  record, 
and  some  may  want  to  know  how  I  did  it. 

In  the  first  place  I  had  strong  vigorous  eggs 
from  healthy  stock  that  had  been  well  cared 
for,  so  that  the  chicks  came  out  strong,  aud  if 
stepped  on  by  the  hen  in  the  nest  or  coop,  got 
up  and  traveled  on  again,  etc. 

1  believe  more  than  ever  in  vigorous  healthy 
fowls  for  eggs  for  hatching.  Why  should  not 
vigor  and  vitality  in  parentage  tell  in  poultry 
as  well  as  iu  any  other  stock? 

Good  parentage,  well  born,  is  half  the 
battle. 

I  am  kind  to  my  hens,  and  they  are  there- 
fore tame,  so  that  I  can  handle  them,  remov- 
ing them  to  aud  from  the  nest  at  will.  They 
are  very  gentle  on  nest,  and  so  do  not  break 
eggs  or  kill  chicks. 

I  set  them  in  soap  or  similar  boxes,  with 
another  inverted,  with  holes  in  top,  or  a  strip 
off  for  air,  to  keep  them  on  the  nest  except 
when  removed  for  food,  drink,  and  a  run 
daily,  aud  to  keep  other  hens  from  disturbing 
them.  I  set  them  in  the  building  with  others, 
as  I  do  not  have  lice  to  fear  or  to  combat. 
Haven't  seen  a  sign  of  one  on  any  of  my  fowls 
or  chicks  this  year  or  last,  and  I  have  hardly 
thought  of  lice. 

AVhen  a  hen  begins  to  hatch  I  take  out  the 
dry  chicks  till  she  is  through,  returning  them 
at  night. 

Five  hens  hovered  the  ninety-nine  chicks, 
while  the  other  three  were  allowed  to  return 
to  laying. 

A  hen  will  usually  take  the  chicks  of  another 
if  about  the  same  size;  especially  will  the  last 
to  hatch  take  all  her  own  and  as  many  as  she 
can  cover  of  another  hen's.  I  distribute  them 
around  to  suit  myself,  doing  it  at  dusk  if  the 
hen  seems  at  all  reluctant. 

I  put  finely  sifted  coal  ashes  in  the  coops 
for  them  to  dust  and  work  in,  to  pick  for  first 
grit,  and  for  cleanliness. 

For  drinking  vessels  I  use  a  tomato  or  other 
tin  can  with  an  awl  hole  or  two  a  half-inch  or 
less  from  the  open  end,  inverted  in  a  saucer 
or  other  shallow  vessel.  The  drink  Will 
remain  in  this,  running  out  only  as  fast  as 
used. 

The  hens  are  allowed  out  with  the  chicks 
when  convenient,  but  iiot  when  too  wet,  for 
they  will  drag  the  chicks  too  much  through 
the  wet  grass  and  weeds. 

For  food  I  give  them  hard  boiled  eggs 
chopped  fine,  shell  and  all,  mixed  with  bread 
crumbs,  and  milk  to  drink  for  the  first  few 
ilajs.soon  varying  it  with  crushed  oats,  and 
a  little  later,  cracked  corn,  which  soon  becomes 
more  and  more  their  staple  food. 

ft  was  simply  amazing  to  see  them  grow. 
May  22,  or  at  a  little  less  than  two  and  one- 
half  monthsold,the  largestof  the  first  hatched 
weighed  about  two  and  one-half  pounds  each. 

My  chicks  do  not  stand  alwut  on  one  foot 

fi  viuj:,  vi!!>f-e-p;  fbe-e-e-e-e-p,  che-^-e-e-e' 


e-pl"  They  are  indeed  cheap  eb\ckeus  that 
do  that. 

You  hear  very  little  from  my  chicks,  and 
would  be  surprised  to  know  that  so  manx 
were  about  were  they  not  visible. 

About  all  one  hears  is  that  pleasing  "  wheat . 
wheat,"  as  they  run  about  and  eat  or  find  a 
rare  morsel.  That  is  the  way  chicks  should 
be.  If  they  stand  about  and  make  that  dis- 
tressing cry,  "  cheeep,  cheeeep,''  look  for  lice, 
disease  or  something  —  or  else  they  are  not 
well  fed,  which  reminds  me  of  the  professor 
that  resolved  to  try  some  chickens.  A  few 
days  after  they  hatched  they  were  in  such  a 
dilapidated  condition  and  cried  so  piteously 
that  he  called  in  his  neighbor  to  tell  him  what 
was  the  matter. 

The  neighbor  looked  them  over,  and  finally 
said,  "  Why,  they  do  look  rather  bad  off; 
what  do  you  feed  therai"' 

"  Feed  them,"  replied  the  professor,  "  why, 
I  dou't  feed  them  anything;  I  supposed  the 
old  hen  had  plenty  of  milk  for  them." 

I  feed  four  times  a  day  for  the  first  week  or 
so,  and  then  three  times  regularly.  This  is 
enough,  especially  if  they  run  out. 

I  usually  feed  mash  in  the  morning,  with 
whole  or  cracked  grain  the  rest  of  the  day  — 
giving  a  little  chopped  meat,  or  ground  green 
bone  when  a  little  older,  and  gradually  a  little 
Sheridan's  Powder. 

Soaked  bread  with  middlings,  meal,  and 
sifted  oat  chop,  etc.,  stirred  in,  makes  a  good 
mash. 

Good  stale  bread  can  usually  be  bought 
from  the  large  bakers  in  cities  for  from  about 
thirty  to  seventy-five  cents  per  barrel,  accord- 
ing to  the  demand  and  the  stock  on  hand. 

It  will  keep  when  cut  up  and  dried,  and 
makes  excellent  food  for  variety  with  other 
for  both  fowls  aud  chicks.  I  buy  it  by  the 
ten  or  twenty  barrel  lots,  and  use  it  for  cow 
and  poultry  freely. 

I  could  give  other  points  of  experience.  I 
try  to  use  common  sense  in  the  care  of  all  my 
stock.   I  keep  them  dry,  well  fed,  and  warm. 

I  give  them  variety,  and  try  to  supply  all 
their  needs,  giving  oyster  shells,  grit,  etc.,  and 
they  repay  me  liberally. 

In  short,  I  profit  by  my  own  experience  and 
the  experience  of  others  that  I  get  from  the 
poultry  papers,  though  Farm-Pol'ltky  is 
about  all  I  have  time  to  read,  and  many  are 
the  admirers  my  fowls  have,  and  the  compli- 
ments they  receive.  Dr.  Pzw. 

New  Jersev. 


A  3Iodel  Egg  Ranch  in  California. 

What  can  be  done  in  poultry  raising  in  this 
valley  is  well  shown  by  the  Richland  Egg 
Ranch  of  W.  C.  MacFarlane,  at  Hanford.  It 
is  a  business  which  has  been  built  up  by 
degrees,  until  now  probably  more  chickens 
and  more  eggs  are  sold  than  from  any  other 
place  iu  the  valley.  The  ranch  comprises  five 
acres,  half  in  fruit  aud  half  in  alfalfa,  and  yet 
there  is  room  to  keep  six  hundred  laying  hens, 
and  turn  off  two  or  three  throusaud  broilers 
each  year.  He  has  one  thousand  chicks  of 
this  season's  hatch  already  coming  on. 

Only  pure  blooded  poultry  is  raised  — 
White  Leghorns  —  some  of  the  stock  coming 
from  Xew  York,  or  wherever  the  best  Is 
obtainable;  egg  production  being  kept  espe- 
cially in  view.  One  special  feature  is  the 
selling  of  eggs  for  hatching.  Before  the  first 
of  February,  the  beginning  of  the  shipping 
season,  orders  were  booked  for  nearly  two 
thousand  eggs  for  hatching.  These  are  sup- 
plied by  single  sittings,  or  in  incubator  lots,  at 
very  reasonable  rates.  Nothing  is  sent  out 
of  unknown  quality,  and  it  is  all  carefully 
packed.  It  is  better  to  buy  eggs  close  at 
home,  and  of  a  man  whose  standing  is  known. 

This  plant  is  complete,  and  furnishes  work 
enough  to  cause  hustling,  and  yet  it  pays. 
3Ir.  MacFarlane  is  a  young  man,  and  may  well 
be  proud  of  the  success  he  has  achieved  in  a 
line  where  so  many  fall  with  a  dull  thud 
simply  because  they  expect  the  hens  to  fur- 
nish not  only  all  the  eggs,  but  all  the  sense 
that  is  used  in  the  business.— T«^are  JReg- 
ister 


The  struggle  for  the  leadership  in  Maine 
promises  to  be  between  the  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks  and  White  AVyandottes.  Go  ahead, 
boys,  you  cannot  have  too  many  of  either  of 
these  deseiredly  popular  breeds,  —  J/ai«e 
Fanner. 


"ALPHA-DE  LAVAL" 
CREAM  SEPARATORS. 

De  Laval  Alpha  "Baby" 
Cream  Separators  were 
lii-st  and  have  ever  been 
kept  Ixr-st  and  cheapest. 
They  are  guaraniixnl  su- 
periortoall  imitations  and 
infringements.  Endorsed 
by  all  authorities.  More 
thanl50,000  in  use.  Sales 
ten  to  one  of  all  others 
combined.  All  styles  and 
sizes— S">0.-  to  $2'25.-  Save 
to  SIO.-  per  cow  per 
year  over  any  setting 
system,  and  S3.-  to  $3.- 
per  cow  per  year  over  any 
imitating  separator. 

Xew  and  improved  ma- 
chines for  lSf»9.  Send  for 
new  Catalogue  containing 
a  fund  of  up-to-date  dairy 
information. 

THE  DE  LAVAL  SEPARATOR  CO. 

Randolph  &  Casal  Sts.,    |    74  Cobtlasdt  Street, 
CHICAGO.  I  NEW  YORK. 

FREE  SAMPLE  COPY  . . . 

Of  tlie  best  practical  poultrr  paper  mitlled  to  any 

address.   Send  yours  on  a  postal. 

THE  POl-LTKY  ITEM,  Fricks,  Pa. 

BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT.  50  cents. 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  50  cents. 

Profitable  Poultrj-  Farming,  2.5  cents. 
A  Living  From  Poultry.  2,5  cents. 
A  Few  Hens,  monthly,  one  yr.  35  cents. 

All  llie  above  for  SI. 00.  Address 

MICHAEL  K.  BOYER.  Hammonton,  N.  J. 

I  Extra  Announcement!  | 

*  — 

flS  The  demand  for  tlie  GENFIXE  PRAI-  * 

flV  KIE     STATE     INCCB.ATOKS     and  ^ 

4\  BKOODEK.S  «  ajso  ^rreat  tlje  pa^t  season  fff 

iff,  that  we  were  obli>red  lo  eai  ry  a  larger  stool;  ^ 


than  usual  in  IJoston.    To  make  room  for 


jm.  I'ur  stoclc  of  Snniiiier  goods  now  coniinc  in.  ^ 
T   we  offer  the  few  Incubators  and  Brooders  ^ 


jg:        c  .jiiex    iiie   ie«    lllLuualOl^  i 

<w   we  liave  remaining  iu  stock  at 


GREATLY 

Reduced  Prices. 


Hi 


^  If  you  are  looking  for  a  bargain,  call  on  u~  \l> 

flV  as  soon  as  possible,  as  we  make  this  ofler  for 

if|\  a  limited  period  only.  Correspondence  solic-  i/f 

&>  ited.  ^ 

<1N  Catalogues  mailed  on  applicatioD.  y|> 

<^    \V 

*  JOSEPH    BRECK  &    SONS,  * 

<iV  iCorporaliuui.  ^ 

^  47  to  54  (North  Market  St„  ^ 

il^  BOSTON,  :m.\ss.  Vk 


Premiums 

INCUBATORS 
BROODERS 


sively  by  the 
eeders  in  the 


gue  free. 

J'eud  for  one. 


State  IncubatorCo.i^ 
omcr  City,  I'a. 


The  King  ot  Wh.  Wyandottes, 

NEPONSET, 
WINNER  AT  BOSTON 

Of  "'Special  for  Be>;  Shape  Male,"  was  bred  in  our 
yards,  and  Heads  one  of  our  pens.  Everv  purcliaser 
will  receive  eggs  from  the  same  line  breeding  as  pro- 
duced this  fariious  bini.  Good  s!zc.  vellow  skin,  and 
browneggs.  Eggs  pcrsitting,  $2:  3siltings.$5.  Write. 

H.  M.  STOWELL,  Box  2i>;.  Walpole,  Mass. 

Pekin  Ducks,    .   .    .   Weber  and  Rankin  strain; 
White  Wyandottes,    Hunter  and  Mack  strain. 
Eggs  from  finest  stock  in  the  country  offered  at  the 
following  low  rates: 

Dnck  eggs,  86  per  100 ;  S1.50  per  11. 
■\V.  Wyandottes,  S6  per  100;   $1.50  per  13. 
J.  F.  STOCKING  &  CO.,  Montvale,  N.  J. 


CAPON 


Gape-Worm  Extractor. 
2rX.  Remit  by  Mone\-- 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING  &  SONS, 
1229  CaUowhill  .Street, 
Philadelptiia,  Pa, 


(-'omplete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  52.50.  28p. 
C  apon  Book  free  for  &. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
i5c.   Roup  .Svringe,  10c. 
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Overproduction  a  Long  Way  Off. 

'I'lu'  il;ingcr  of  overproduction  in  the  jxiul- 
tr.v  business  is  so  far  awny  that  it  is  coniplt'ti  ly 
lost  iu  the  dim  distaut  future.  There  is 
always  a  good  demand  for  first  class  pouhry 
and  eggs,  and  the  demand  increases  as  fast  or 
faster  than  the  supply.  A  recent  trip  through 
the  Boston  niarliel  fouml  the  (loultry  and  egg 
business  rushing  as  usual,  and  the  jjricesgood. 

Owing  to  the  increase  iu  export  trade,  and 
also  to  the  severity  of  the  weather  early  in  the 
season,  which  stalled  the  market  trains  and 
drew  on  the  cold  storage  supply  to  lill  the 
demand,  prices  range  belter  than  last  year  at 
this  season.  The  spook  of  "  cold  storage" 
which  some  have  raised  to  haunt  the  "  fresh 
poultry"  man  has  been  ert'ectually  laid  for  this 
year,  as  the  cold  stock  has  been  pretty  well 
lowered  by  the  sales  early  in  the  season. 
Hroilers  have  been  more  than  in  ileniand  from 
February  up  to  date;  good  "  springers"  have 
brought  fair  prices,  though  perhaps  not  quite 
as  good  or  us  big  a  profit  as  there  is  to  be  had 
from  early  roasters,  which  are  now  iu  demand, 
and  which  will  net  good  profits  from  now  on 
through  the  summer  for  those  who  have  them 
to  sell. 

Fowls  are  always  in  demand,  and  always 
command  a  good  price.  The  farmer  who 
lives  handy  to  Boston,  and  has  good  fowls  for 
sale,  can  usually  get  a  good  price  for  them  by 
driving  into  the  market  with  them  and  selling 
them  alive.  One  man  who  lives  twenty  miles 
out,  told  us  that  he  made  a  good  thing  buying 
up  fowls  at  six  and  eight  cents  a  pound  alive, 
and  taking  them  into  Boston  market  once  a 
week,  selling  them  alive  to  the  wholesale 
dealers.  Several  times  he  has  been  able  to 
Becure  as  high  as  fifteen  cents  per  pound  live 
weight  for  fowls,  and  sometimes  there  were 
"  old  roosters  in  the  lot  at  that."  His  story 
was  vouched  for  by  some  of  the  marketmen ; 
but  ten  cents  a  pound  live  weight  is  considered 
a  good  price  for  live  fowls. 

A  fact  brought  out  by  the  inquiry  into  the 
"army  beef  scandal,"  was  that  Boston  market 
is  a  most  particular  one,  and  will  accept  noth- 
ing but  the  best,  whiie  !New  York  will  allow 
fair  prices  for  goods  that  Boston  would  refuse 
to  handle.  This  is  quite  true  of  poultry  as 
well  as  beef,  and  only  the  best  meets  with 
ready  sale  iu  Boston.  Just  why  this  should 
be  so  the  dealers  cannot  tell  you,  but  all  agree 
that  their  customers  are  very  particular,  and 
want  the  best.  Poultrymeu  who  intend  ship- 
ping to  Boston  market  will  do  well  to  bear 
this  fact  in  mind,  and,  to  avoid  disappoint- 
ment, produce  and  ship  only  the  best  stock 
possible.  In  illustration  of  this  peculiarity,  if 
it  can  be  called  so,  we  were  told  of  a  well 
known  shipper  who  sent  a  lot  of  what  he  con- 
sidered good  springers  to  Boston,  and  was 
much  incensed  to  receive  them  back  promptly 
with  the  notice  that  they  were  not  good 
enough;  he  was  shipping  the  same  quality  to 
New  York,  and  receiving  a  fair  price  for 
them. 

Boston  market  is  particular,  but  the  demand 
for  good  poultry  and  good  eggs  is  always 
ahead  of  the  supply.  If  you  are  ever  troubled 
with  the  fear  of  overproduction  in  the  poultry 
business,  make  a  trip  to  the  Boston  market 
any  day,  and  you  will  soon  have  your  doubts 
overruled  when  you  see  the  rapid  disappear- 
ance of  big  tubs  of  eggs  and  hampers  of 
poultry,  which  are  hustled  off  to  lill  hotel 
orders.  Drop  in  on  a  Saturday  morning  if 
you  want  to  find  things  hustling,  or  early 
Mondays  if  you  wish  to  see  how  pretty  much 
cleaned  out  good  stuff  often  gets. 

It  is  not  in  the  market  alone  that  you  will 
learn  that  overproduction  is  a  myth.  Visit 
any  of  the  successful  poultry  plants,  and  see 
how  they  have  to  hustle  to  keep  up  with  their 
orders.  Some  will  tell  you  that  the  most 
money  is  in  winter  eggs,  and  that  they  cannot 
begin  to  produce  enough  to  fill  the  orders  they 
receive ;  they  have  a  city  trade,  and  have  to 
keep  on  the  jump  to  supply  eggs  and  eggs 
only  to  meet  the  d  emand.  Their  fowls  are  sold 
alive  at  the  door,  and  so  long  as  they  receive  a 
fair  price  for  those  no  longer  considered  use- 
ful as  layers,  not  a  great  amount  of  attention 
is  given  to  this  end  of  their  business.  Then 
there  is  the  general  purpose  man,  who  is  more 
than  busy  trying  to  fill  orders  for  eggs  and 
poultry — busy  all  the  year  round.  The  poultry- 
man  who  has  been  wise  enough  to  locate  near 
»  summer  resort  will  tell  you  that  summer 


eggs  and  roasters  are  no  much  in  demand  at 
good  prices  that  he  has  to  figure  close  to  keep 
sufficient  stock  on  hand  to  keep  him  running, 
and  that  winters  he  liiids  plenty  of  work  and 
lu-olit  in  shipping  his  eggs  and  poultry  to 
market  in  the  city.  The  breeders  will  tell  you 
that  they  have  to  be  up  and  coming  to  keep 
pace  with  the  demand  for  eggs  for  hatching 
and  breeding  stock.  So  it  goes  all  through 
the  list  of  poultrymeu  who  enii)loy  up  to  date 
methods,  and  do  business  on  business  princi- 
ples. They  will  all  agree  that  running  close 
to  the  limit  of  the  capacity  of  their  plants, 
they  have  never  yet  been  able  to  overproduce, 
and  that  they  think  overproduction  a  long 
wa>'  otV. 

If  you  want  to  see  the  other  side,  visit  the 
lazy  or  careless  man,  the  one  who  lacks  sand 
and  push;  you  will  find  nine  times  out  of  ten 
a  dirty  poultry  house,  scrub  stock,  and  a  gen- 
eral don't-(^are-go-as-you-please  way  of  run- 
ning things,  and  the  proprietor  can  entertain 
you  ad  libitum  with  tales  of  overproduction 
and  "  hens  don't  pay." 

Look  on  both  sides,  and  you  will  be  satisfied 
that  there  is  always  a  good  demand  for  good 
material,  and  that  attention  and  application 
to  business  will  return  as  good  or  better 
profits  in  the  poultry  business  as  in  any  other 
legitimate  work. 

If  you  use  your  eyes,  ears,  and  intelligen(;e 
to  any  advantage,  you  are  bound  to  be  con- 
vinced that  overproduction  is  a  long  way  off. 

Dk.  Woods. 


■     J  M 


circulars  Received. 

J.  C.  Bakei?,  Richfield,  111. 
Miles  Bros.,  Spring  Hill,  I'a. 
F.  E.  West,  Darlington,  Wis. 

B.  M.  Billings,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 
Geo.  M.  Taylor,  Hartford,  Ct. 
Thos.  W.  Norkis,  Newport,  Vt. 

C.  M.  Davidson,  Chicago  Lawn,  III. 
N.  H.  Jacobson,  Gilbert  Station,  Iowa. 
Phcenix  Poultry  Yards,  Batavia,  Ohio. 
AVayside  Poultry  Co.,  C'lintonyille,Conn. 
B.  W.  &M.E. Fellows,  Big  Rapids,  Mich. 
Puritan  Poultry  Farms,  Stamford,  Ct. 
Drexel  Poultry  Yards,  Drexel,  Cook 

Co.,  111. 

Pine  Tree  Farm,  D.  A.  Mount,  James- 
burg,  N.  J. 

Broadway  Poultry  Y'ards,  A.  V.  Sapp, 
High  Point,  N.  C. 

Wilton  Brook  Farm,  Edwin  Riedel, 
Easthanipton,  Mass. 

Collins  Poultry  Yards,  Mrs.  D.  Phares, 
Collins,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 

Grove  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  Wm. 
Ellery  Bright,  Waltham,  Mass. 

Ponemah  Poultry  Y'ards,  J.  E.  Lan- 
phere,  Ponemah,  Warren  Co.,  111. 

Pembroke  Poultry  Farm,  W.  P.  Hall, 
Pembroke,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Locust  Glen  Poultry  Yards,  W.  H. 
Congdon  &  Son,  Oak  Lawn,  R.  I. 

Willowhurst  Braiima  Yards,  C.  C. 
Richards,  Mgr.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Hints  to  Poultry  Shippers  and  Breed- 
ers, Sprague  Commission  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

Mammoth  Bronze  Turi^ey  Farm,  S.  B. 
Johnston  &-Co.,  Boggstown,  Shelby  Co.,  Ind. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs.— Eggs  are  in  steady  demand  and 
firm,  with  best  marks  of  western  selling  at  It 
(8)1440.;  storage  packed,  14ic.  Others  from 
more  southern  points  range  from  VitcOlS^c., 
and  are  showing  hot  weather  defects.  Choice 
eastern  .sell  at  14®1.5c. ;  nearby  and  fancy,  16 
rai9c.  Receipts  are  increasing,  but  a  large 
portion  go  direct  to  cold  storage.  The  stock 
is  now  67,500  cases,  against  105,000  cases  same 
time  last  year. 

Poultry. —  Very  little  fresh  killed  poultry 
is  coming  forward,  and  the  supply  has  been 
short.  Iced  stock  is  all  that  is  abundant. 
Prices  are  firm  at  12@13c. 


It  is  surprising  how  men  fall  into  the  habit  of 
expecting  much  from  their  hens  while  giving 
little  in  return.  Pens  are  neglected,  the  stock 
is  indifferently  fed,  and  yet  large  returns  are 
expected.  That  these  are  sometimes  realized 
does  not  prove  that  filth  promotes  egg  pr(?duc- 
tion.  It  is  easy  to  jump  at  conclusions  when 
they  let  down  the  bars  of  action.  —  Maine 
Farmer. 


Itare  Cliiiiue  for  Agents.   'Write  at  oiki 
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MITES  AND  LICE 

ON  YOUR  POULTRY? 

Paint  roosts  with  Lee's  Lice  Killer. 


All  done. 

Next  morning  look,  and  see  all  lice 
and  mites  lying  dead  on  roost-boards. 
Many  customers  report  finding  them 
in  piles  a  half-inch  deep  where  each 
fowl  roosted  the  night  before. 
Seeing  is  believing. 
Same  with  hogs. 

Paint  rnbbing-posts,  or  sprinkle  floor  of 
sleeping-pen. 
All  done. 

No  more  lice,  mites  or  fleas. 
No  handling,  no  labor. 
Cheap. 

Only  75  cents  for  a  gallon  can. 

TRY  OUR  LEE'S  LICE  KILLER  ;  test  It  thoroughly,  and  if  you  do  not  find  It 
to  be  as  represented  by  us,  we  will  refu.nd  your  money.  Don't  expect  a  quart  to  do  the 
work  of  a  gallon.  Don't  expect  a  little  dab  here  and  there  to  renovate  a  large  poultry- 
house  that  may  have  been  infested  for  years  with  miles  and  other  vermin.  Use  it  honestly 
and  with  a  mixture  of  common  sense,  and  you  will  say,  with  others,  that  the  can  of  Lee's  Lice 
Killer  was  the  best  investment  you  ever  made. 

No  need  to  pay  a  cent  for  express  charges.  Your  dealer  should  supply  you,  as  he  can 
readily  procure  Lee's  Lice  Killer  when  ordering  other  goods,  and  we  now  have  distributing 
agents  at  most  principal  points  in  the  United  States. 

Pull  particulars,  list  of  agents,  and  64  page  book  on  ''How  to  Get  Rid  of 
Insects  and  Diseases  of  Poultry  and  Stock,"  mailed  free  on  application.  Sample  Lee's 
Lice  Killer,  prepaid,  10  cents. 

Price  of  Lee's  Lice  Killer:—!  quart  can,  30c.;  1-2  gal.,  50c.;  1  gal.,  75c. 

pen  U   I  CC  Pn  Omaha,  Neb., 

UlUi  111  LLL  UUif  or  68  Murray  St.,  New  York. 

 . — .  -I  

"  both  SIDES. 

A       To  be  thoroughly  "  up-to-date,"  poultry  raisers  should  keep  in  touch  with  the 
V  Practical  and  the  Fanciers'  side  of  the  subject. 


i 


FARM-POULTRY  leads  the  world  as  a  practical  poultry  paper.  Price, 


^  semi-monthly,  per  year  '  .  $1.00 

•      THE  AMERICAN  FANCIER,  edited  and  published  by  J.  H.  Drevenstedt, 

y  who  stands  at  the  top  as  an  authority  and  judge  of  Fancy  Poultry,  we  always 

^  recommend  to  those  desiring  an  ably  edited  Fanciers'  paper.    Price,  one  yes 

^  weekly,  only  


THE  STANDARD  OF  PERFECTION,  published  by  the  America 
Poultry  Association,  Is  a  book  every  poultry  raiser  should  have.  Price 


.     1.00  j\ 

i 

.     1.00  ^ 


t 


All  three,  regular  price  

We  will  furnish  the  whole  lot,  if  ordered  at  one  time,  for  only  . 
This  should  l)e  a  popular  combination.    Send  orders  and  money  to  us. 

T.  S.  JOHNSON      CO.,      -       -      22  CUSTOM  HOUSE  ST.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


$3.00 


.  $2.00 


22S 


Karm-Potjltrv 


June  1 


FARM-POULTRY 

PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 

In  this  Utparlment  alt  published  mailer  perlainiitg  lo 
the  Experiiiient  Club  and  its  mark  trill  appear.  We 
Irani  every  member  lo  feel  perfectly  free  to  ask  ques- 
tions and  make  sugrjeslions.  Discussions  of  topics  sug- 
gested lo  members  by  their  own  record  sheets  are 
especially  desired. 


April  Summary. 

Compiled  from  IteportH  for  April  of 
MemberH  of  Club. 

Xo.  Fuwls.  Eggs. 

Barrett  Plymoiitb  Kotks,-  ^''^'^  7746 

Wbite  Plymouth  Uoirks,  115  1463 

Bull'  Plymouth  Rocks,  29  470 

White  Wyiuiilottes,  :5:J0  4062 

Hull"  Wyamlottes,  7.5-  1109 

Silver  Wyaiiclottes,  94  lI.'jO 

White  Wonders,  10  214 

White  Leghorns,  1S3  3005 

Brown  Leghorns,  290  440S 

Bull"  Leghorns,  20  329 

Black  Minorcas,  50  726 

White  Minorcas,  late. 
ADConas,  late. 

Pit  Games,  14  1«6 

Black  Langshans,  3  66 

Light  Hrahnias,  77  961 

BulT  {.'ochins,  5  125 

White  Cochins,  17  215 

Partridge  Cochins,  7  38 

Black  Cochins,  92  1672 

Black  Hamburgs,  18  296 

Silver  llauiljurgs,  9  197 

Rhode  Island  Keds,  24  326 

Mixed  varieties,  569  8196 

Crosses,  150  2317 

Grades,  48  477 

Mongrels,  109  1474 

Pekin  ducks,  5  106 

HlKhest  Individual  Records  for  April. 

From  the  April  indivKlual  hen  egg  records, 
we  give  the  following  highest  egg  scores  for 
the  month : 

Barred  Plymouth  Rock,  24  eggs;  White 
Plymouth  Rock,  17;  Bull  Plymouth  Rock,  21; 
White  AV'yandotte,  23;  Light  Brahma,  25; 
White  Cochin,  24;  Rhode  Island  Red,  26; 
Hrowu  Leghorn,  25;  White  Leghorn,  21; 
Ancona,  — ;  grade,  14;  cross,  26;  mongrel,  26. 

As  a  whole  these  reports  for  April  show 
some  line  records  for  individual  birds.  Hart- 
nest  Farm's  Xo.  01  (Light  Brahma)  has 
started  on  another  record  breaking  year,  and 
all  eggs  are  reported  as  being  of  good  size  and 
weight.  Last  month  she  was  reported  with 
a  record  of  24  eggs,  (doing  double  duty  on 
March  29),  and  her  record  for  April  is  25  eggs 
—  a  tie  for  first  place  with  a  pullet  reported 
by  a  Connecticut  member  for  highest  individ- 
ual record  for  Light  Brahmas  for  the  month. 

Kxperlinent  Club  Notes. 

One  of  our  members  who  keeps  a  large 
flock  of  fowls  wants  to  know  the  easiest  way 
to  mix  their  mash  food;  he  finds  stirring  up  a 
wheelbarrowful  of  stitt"  mash  a  very  hard  task, 
and  one  that  tells  on  his  not  overstrong  back. 
The  easiest  way  we  know  of  is  to  mix  the 
ma^h  food  in  a  shallow  trough,  using  a  hoe  to 
work  it,  just  as  a  mason  mixes  mortar. 

•  »  • 

"Theory  is  a  good  thing,  but  it  is  experience 
that  counts.''  Why  don't  more  of  our  mem- 
bers send  us  their  experience  with  poultry? 
The  club  is  a  good  medium  for  the  exchange 
of  experiences.  Tell  us  what  you  have 
learned,  and  about  the  mistakes  you  have 
made.  AVe  want  to  know  all  about  your 
tloi  ks;  aud  if  there  are  any  questions  which 
perplex  you,  perhaps  we  can  help  you  to 
answer  them. 

•  *  • 

Now  that  the  sun  is  warming  things  up, 
don't  neglect  to  provide  shade  for  fowls  aud 
chicks.  It  is  a  mistake  to  keep  them  in  hot 
unshaded  runs  where  the  sun  beats  down  on 
them  until  the  poor  birds  with  outstretched 
wings  and  open  mouths,  panting  for  breath, 
try  vainly  to  find  some  cool  sheltered  spot  in 
or  about  the  house.  Neglect  of  shelter  from 
the  summer  sun  means  a  loss  in  poultry  and 
egss. 

•  .  * 

It  is  high  time  to  get  ready  for  house  build- 
ing. Now  that  the  chicks  are  well  started,  if 
you  intend  building  new  quarters,  better  get 


about  it  at  once,  snd  »o  make  ^ure  of  a  thor- 
oughly dry  warm  house  for  the  youngsters 
when  thev  are  ready  to  move  into  it. 
'• 

There  is  no  time  like  the  present  for  white- 
washing and  cleaning  up  the  poultry  houses. 
Plenty  of  good  hot  whitewash  liljerally  put  on 
to  the  entire  inside  of  the  houses  by  means 
of  a  force  pump,  is  a  grand  disinfectant.  It 
sweetens  up  the  old  quarters,  and  helps  to 
keep  down  the  vermin.  Put  a  little  carbolic 
acid  in  it  if  you  want  to,  but  the  plain  hot 
whitewash  is  just  as  ellective,  and  is  safer  to 
use.  liens  are  almost  sure  to  eat  some  of  the 
dried  whitewash,  and  if  it  contains  carbolic 
acid  the  result  might  be  fatal;  brooder  chicks 
have  been  killed  by  eating  whitewash  contain- 
ing carbolic  acid  that  had  been  used  on  the 
inside  of  the  brooder. 

• 

Many  poor  hatches  have  been  reported  this 
spring,  for  the  most  part  due  to  low  fertility 
and  to  weak  germs.  Most  of  our  members 
blame  it  on  the  weather,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  uncommonly  severe  winter  storms, 
and  the  overcool  spring  have  a  good  deal  to 
answer  for.  One  member  reports  that  out 
of  850  eggs  set  he  took  out  on  the  first  test 
350,  half  infertile,  and  the  rest  dead  germs. 
Eeport  of  the  hatch  has  not  reached  us. 
Another  member  reports  three  chicks  from 
one  hundred  eggs,  and  another  twenty-five 
chicks  from  three  hundred  eggs.  Other  sea- 
sons their  fowls  with  same  care  and  treatment 
have  produced  eggs  that  hatched  a  good  per- 
centage of  strong  chicks.  All  have  not  had 
poor  hatches,  and  several  reports  have  reached 
us  of  seventy-five  and  ninety  per  cent  hatches. 

*  .  * 

Many  of  the  mysterious  diseases  which 
attack  your  chickens  are  the  result  of  over- 
feeding.  "  A  word  to  the  wise  is  suflicient."' 

*  *  * 

Plough  up  all  the  poultry  runs,  and  sow 
them  with  oats  or  barley — anything  that  will 
sprout  and  grow  quickly,  and  so  freshen  up 
the  soil.  The  fowls  will  keep  the  new  growth 
cut  down. 

»  » 
* 

Contlnement  Reduces  the  Egg  Yield. 

A  Massachusetts  member  writes:  —  "This 
flock  of  Black  Minorcas  was  cooped  up  in  a 
portable  house  half  the  month,  while  we  were 
building  new  houses.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  lack  of  opportunity  to  exercise 
reduced  the  egg  yield  more  than  half." 

*  »  * 

Moving  Did  Not  Check  Laying. 
Two  pens  of  Buff  Cochins,  not  regularly 
reported  for  the  club,  made  up  of  fifteen  hens 
aud  pullets  and  two  males,  were  kept  in  a 
small  house  in  a  city  yard  all  winter.  They 
laid  well  all  winter,  and  were  just  beginning 
to  show  one  or  two  broody  ones  late  in  April. 
At  this  time  the  owner  moved  to  a  farm.  The 
fowls  were  packed  in  two  small  packing  cases, 
and  owing  to  a  break  down  of  the  movers, 
were  so  confined  about  thirty  hours.  On 
arrival  at  the  farm  they  were  unceremoniously 
"dumped"'  into  the  hen  house  and  given  a 
grain  feeding  and  water  by  lantern  light. 
They  laid  eight  eggs  on  the  road,  and  since 
their  arrival  at  the  farm,  for  two  weeks  have 
averaged  ten  eggs  daily.  They  have  been  fed 
grain,  given  fresh  water  once  a  day,  and 
allowed  free  range;  the  owner  being  too  busy 
to  give  them  much  attention.  May  11th  there 
were  two  showing  signs  of  broodiness,  the 
same  ones  that  had  evidenced  a  desire  to  sit  in. 
April.  Moving  and  strange  quarters,  together 
with  irregular  feeding,  seemed  to  have  little 
eftect  in  this  instance. 

Animal  Food.  Milk,  Again. 

Another  member  wants  to  know  about  milk 
as  a  poultry  food.  He  says:  "We  are  using 
fresh  skim  milk,  costing  one  cent  per  quart, 
instead  of  using  meat  meal ;  is.it  a  good  plan?" 

Milk  is  one  of  the  best  animal  foods  for 
poultry,  and  skim  milk  at  one  cent  a  quart  is 
very  cheap,  and  excellent  food.  AVe  would  be 
glad  to  get  all  we  wanted  at  that  figure. 
Fresh  milk  has  a  decided  advautiige  over 
commercial  meat  foods,  in  that  you  have 
reasonable  grounds  to  believe  in  its  purity  — 
while  some  of  the  meat  foods  are  good  for 
fertilizer,  but  not  exactly  desirable  to  feed  to 
poultry.  Good  meat  meal  is  an  excellent 
article,  and  has  given  satisfaction  as  an  aid 'to 
producing  eggs;  but  in  buying  it  make  sure 


that  you  get  the  manufacturers'  guaranty  that 
it  is  pure  and  made  from  good  fresh  whole- 
some meat  and  bone.  While  the  boiling  and 
grinding  the  stuff  undergoes  in  process  of 
manufacture  may  kill  any  germs  and  worm 
parasites  the  meat  or  bones  may  contain,  it  is 
not  conducive  to  an  appetite  for  eggs  or 
poultry,  to  know  that  the  fowls  have  been  fed 
on  the  remains  of  some  sick  or  worn  out 
animal  that  has  been  run  through  the  fertilizer 
works.  Again,  the  stuff  is  often  uncertain  in 
its  composition,  and  in  consequence  different 
lots  must  be  fed  diflerently,  and  the  buyer 
must  feed  cautiously  each  new  lot  until  he  is 
certain  that  it  is  not  going  to  induce  bowel 
troubles  when  used  in  the  accustomed  propor- 
tion in  the  food. 

With  plenty  of  milk  and  some  fresh  beef 
bones,  cut  green  as  wanted,  the  fowls  will 
have  a  ration  of  animal  food  which  cannot  be 
equaled.  In  tests  made  at  the  New  York 
experiment  station,  it  was  demonstrated  that 
some  meat  food  in  addition  to  skim  milk  aud 
curd  was  necessary  to  secure  the  best  results 
in  growing  chicks,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
fowls  will  need  the  same  addition  in  order  to 
give  us  the  best  return  for  our  outlay  for  food. 
Good  fresh  beef  bones  cut  fine  will  supply  the 
needed  animal  food  required  in  addition  to 
the  milk. 

In  selecting  bones  be  sure  to  get  beef  bones, 
and  get  them  fresh.  Never  accept  stinking 
bones  or  meat,  no  matter  how  cheaply  they 
are  oflered.  Brisket  bones  cut  easiest,  anJ 
contain  a  good  deal  of  blood  ;  if  the  fat  is  well 
stripped  from  the  bones  they  are  the  best. 
The  long  leg  bones  and  joints  cut  hardest,  aud 
the  marrow  contains  a  good  deal  of  fat ;  we 
esteem  them  worth  the  least.  Bones  will  keep 
sweet  and  fresh  longer  if  left  uncut.  Don't 
chop  them  up  until  you  are  ready  to  run  them 
through  the  cutter.  Chop  them  in  pieces 
small  enough  for  your  cutter,  using  a  sharp 
cleaver  or  axe;  if  you  use  a  dull  one  you  will 
be  sorry.  Cut  bone  "  heats"  easily, and  spoils 
quickly  in  warm  weather  —  so  it  is  wise, 
when  possible,  to  cut  it  as  needed. 

In  some  markets  it  is  possible  to  buy  fresh 
flanks  at  two  cents  a  pound.  Cut  the  fat  out 
aud  try  it  out  for  your  cook  to  use  for  "  short- 
ening," aud  the  lean  meat  will  be  an  excellent 
cheap  food  for  the  fowls,  either  hung  up  for 
them  to  pick  at,  or  cut  fine  with  a  meat  cutter. 

Returning  to  skim  milk,  that  useful  food  is 
adapted  to  many  ways  of  feeding.  When 
fresh  it  makes  an  excellent  drink  for  old  and 
young  stock.  It  should  be  given  in  earthen- 
ware fountains  that  are  easily  cleaned,  or  in 
tin  cans  (notched)  inverted  over  a  shallow 
saucer.  Either  sweet  or  sour,  it  is  excellent 
to  mix  the  soft  food  or  johnnycake  with. 
The  sour  milk  warmed  slightly,  and  the  curd 
made  into  a  soft  cheese,  gives  a  food  that 
chicks  are  very  fond  of,  and  the  whey  will 
prove  useful  in  mixing  soft  messes.  Where 
it  can  be  purchased  for  one  cent  a  quart  in 
quantity  it  makes  an  unequaled  cheap  food, 
and  there  is  no  waste.  We  should  consider 
skim  milk  a  cheap  food  if  the  price  were 
double  what  this  member  pays  for  it.  Eight 
cents  a  can  (eight  quarts)  is  cheap  for  good 
fresh  skim  milk. 


Mongrels  Good  for  "Feeders"  Only. 

One  of  our  members  writes :  — "  I  was 
depending  on  my  mongrel  hens  for  sitters, 
but  they  were  behind  time,  as  they  usually 
are  in  everything, —  except  eating."  Another 
says:  —  "My  mongrels  are  great  feeders,  in 
fact  they  are  not  good  for  much  else  but  to 
consume  grain :  they  can  eat  more  and  pro- 
duce less,  in  proportion  to  their  size,  than 
anything  else  in  the  shape  of  live  stock  on  this 
farm.  We  have  some  thoroughbred  Wyan- 
dotte chicks,  and  'tis  a  case  of  no  more  mon- 
grels for  us  after  this  season.''  Still  another 
member  says: — "I  bought  some  mongrel 
hens  last  fall,  thinking  they  might  come  in 
handy  for  sitters  this  spring.  They  loafed  all 
winter, —  nary  an  egg, —  and  when  I  wanted 
sitters  they  had  just  begun  to  think  about  lay- 
ing. The  thoroughbreds  laid  fine  all  winter, 
and  this  spring  I  had  both  eggs  and  early 
sitters  from  our  flock  of  straight  Barred  Rocks 
and  White  Wyandottes.  Had  the  pleasure 
(?)  of  feeding  those  mongrels  all  winter,  and 
no  return  —  and  they  won't  make  much  for 
market  poultry.  One  experience  is  enough; 
with  us  thoroughbreds  are  easily  winners 
after  this." 


Hens 
lay 

eggs 


when  fed  with  the  things  eggs 
are  made  of.  Eggs  are  mostly 
albumen,  produced  by  the  hens 

I  from  the  protein  they  absorb 

'  from  their  food. 

Bowker's  Animal  Meal 
gives  a  hen  the  maximum  of 
protein  and  other  egg  making 
material.  Always  sold  in 
yellow  bags  and  packages. 

The  Bowker  Co., 

43  Chatham  5t.,  Boston. 


PLAINVILLE  FARM 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

Having  mated  my  best  stock  of  the  folio  wIdk 
breeds:  Rhode  Island  Reds,  single  or  double  comb. 
Barred  PljTnoutb  Rocks,  Felch  sirain:  White  ri\ni- 
outh  Rocks.  Hawkins  strain:  While  Wyandoiies, 
Duston  strain:  Gold  and  Silver  Wyandottes.  Hawkins 
and  Jodrev  strain.  Eggs  $1  per  1:3:  inoiibaior  eggs, 
$:3.50  per  Imndred.  Have  a  fine  lot  of  White  Wyan- 
dotte cockerels  at  S2  each. 

HE>TtT  A.  H0I.C03IB,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

CDCC  CDDAV  D  MUD  to  one  person  In  each 
rnCC  drnAI    rUmr  place.  Wemeanlt.lt 

you  mean  business  and  wantairencysend35c.Wewill 
send  a  complete  pump  that  mil  do  the  wort  of  a  SIO 
spray.  1'.  F.  PUMP  io.,  B  »09,  Wenibroak,  Hulne. 


GIANT  STRAIN 

LightBrahmas 

30  regular  and  special  prizes  at  the  great  Boston 
show.JaQ.  17— Jl,  im  including  lst,2d.4tli.5tb  apdBth 
cock'l;  1st,  2d,  and  6th  pullet:  1st  and  6th  hen:  and 
that  grand  prize,  1st  exbibition  jard.  Anmng 
the  many  spi  cials  awarded  us  are  the  Greenhalge 
Cup  for  best  displav  bred  and  raised  bv  exliibii(»r. 
Also  $10  for  best  cock'l  and  4  pullets:  $10  for  best  2 
cocks. 2  hens.2cock'lsand  2  pullets;  SIO  for  best  cock, 
hen.  cock"l,  pullet,  and  exhibition  yard:  and  ribbon 
for  whitest  male,  and  for  best  shaped  female.  When 
the  competition  is  considered  we  claim  this  to  be 
the  greatest  record  ever  made  bv  any  breeder  of 
Light  Brahmas. 

If  you  are  looking  for  breeders  write  us.  We  are 
now  booking  orders  for  eggs  at  S4  per  IS:  ST  per  26: 
$10  per  39.  KOLLINS  BROS., 

Woodville,  iMags. 


JUST 


OUTNeu)  illusiraied  ccrtaloque 
r  RElCof  the"l  D  EI  AL'Green 

— ^^Bone  &.Veqetable  Cutters 
ujith  Hardened  Steel 
RollerBeannqs.lOSlqles. 
Autc  mail  cWaterPoun  tains. 
-IncubatorButlons  vGrain 
,  -  ■  Crushers.  PopularPrices. 

QhAPMAN  MfC.CO-Boi   4oe,  W.UPTOnMabs 

HOUGHTOJi'S  WIKJE  EGG  CAKKIKK 

Leads  t  he 
list.  Send 
stamn  for  re- 
ducea  price 
list  and  testi- 
monials from 
people  w-  h  o 
use  them. 
SAMUEL  H. 
HOUGH- 
TO  X.  H  a  r- 
vard.  Ma^s. 

Patent  applied  f  r. 


THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT. 


This  book  illus- 

  _  trates  117  designs 

for  poultrv  houses,  coops,  roosts,  nest  boxes,  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  poultry  yard,  with  practical 
i  ntormatiou  on  their  construction.   Price  26  cents. 

CPP  DEPflDn  I'ou'tiy  Account  Book.  Most 
CuU  nLuUnil  simple,  practical,  and  easily  kept 
book  of  the  kind ;  tor  one  or  ten  yards.  Price  25' cents. 
(iUIDE  and  cat,ilogue  of  other  Books  free. 

H.  A.  KUHNS,  Box  400  C.  Atlanta,  Ga. 


DECKKR'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BAXDS, 

for  poult r\'  ami  pigeons.  Pernia- 
uent  success;  five  years  in  use:  a 
beautiful  band  for  the  show  room. 
Marked  with  any  letters  or  nuni- 
bersyou  wish.  Fbrpedigreebreed- 
iuir  we  make  sizes  to  carry  chicks 
from  shell  to  maturity.  Bridge- 
port, Conn.— It  is  the  only  baud  I 
have  liad  that  is  sure  to  stay  on. 
E.  HOWK.     When  ordering  mention  breed. 

-rlOO. 
J. 


—  W 


Price,  2h  cts.  per  doz.:  40  cts.  for  two  doz.:  S1.2-')  peril 
Send  for  cir.      W.  J.  DECKKR  &  CO„  Leonla.  N . 
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iM  H€'  l>ree<liii«?  Out  the  Broody  Habit? 

"  Is  it  uot  reuia'i  Uiible  tli;it  only  two  heus  in 
this  pen  of  Plymouth  Kocks  have  been 
broody?"  writes  a  Xew  York  member.  '*  I 
believe  that  artiticial  hatching  of  this  stock, 
practiced  for  so  long,  lias  to  a  certain  extent 
bred  out  the  broody  instinct." 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  persistent  breaking 
up  of  the  sitters  year  after  year  has  to  a 
degree  eliminated  the  habit  of  becoming 
broody.  If  so  could  he 'not  produce  a  uou- 
sitting  strain  of  Barred  I'lyniouth  Rocks?  Of 
course  introduction  of  new  blood  would  rouse 
the  latent  instinct  of  broodiness. 


Cro«  (liiis. 

We  tind  ou  an  Iowa  member's  report  the 
following:  "I  have  seventy-four  hens,  mixed 
varieties,  which  arc  conlined  in  a  building  Ki 
X  12  ft.  It  would  be  plenty  of  room  if  tlie 
hens  could  be  out  in  the  daytime,  but  the 
ground  is  still  covered  with  snow  (.Vpril)  and 
the  thermometer  registers  below  freezing." 
In  another  place  on  same  report  we  tind  a 
record  of  three  hens  found  dead  and  others 
sick. 

We  do  not  believe  that  a  house  of  the 
dimensions  mentioned  would  have  '•  plenty  of 
room"  for  seventy-four  fowls,  even  if  they 
bad  free  range.  This  allows  only  a  little  more 
than  two  and  one-half  square  feet  of  house 
room  per  iiird,  and  that  comes  pretty  close  to 
being  badly  crowded.  Five  square  feet  of 
floor  space  in  house  room,  per  bird,  is  limited 
quarters;  tea  square  feet  per  bird  will  give 
better  results.  This  member  has  attempted 
to  keep  seventy-four  fowls  in  a  house  in  which 
forty  would  have  been  crowded,  and  which 
would  comfortably  house  about  twenty  fowls. 
His  egg  record  for  March  shows  an  average  of 
not  quite  2.2  eggs  per  hen,  and  for  April  8.1 
eggs  per  hen. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  is  strange  that 
the  birds  did  as  well  as  they  did,  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  so  few  have  sickened  and 
died.  We  are  all  of  us  prone  to  overrate  the 
capacity  of  our  poultry  houses.  Where  there 
is  one  man  who  allows  his  fowls  all  the  room 
they  need,  there  are  hundreds  who  try  to  put 
twenty  fowls  in  a  house  big  enough  for  ten; 
but  this  member  is  overdoing  the  business  of 
crowding,  and  claims  plenty  of  room  for  four 
birds  where  there  is  room  for  but  one. 

In  the  fall,  when  the  youngsters  have  to  be 
housed  and  surplus  stock  has  not  all  been  sold 
some  crowding  is  unavoidable.  The  more 
house  room  there  is  on  a  poultry  plant  the 
more  need  there  seems  to  be  for  it ;  but  cramp- 
ing the  birds  for  house  room  always  interferes 
with  getting  the  best  results,  and  the  careful 
man  will  not  overdo  and  long  continue  crowd- 
ing as  has  this  member. 

*  *  * 

Here's  a  State  of 'Things. 

A  Pennsylvania  member  writes  : — "While 
the  hens  are  fed  as  a  rule  only  twice  a  day, 
they  can  really  eat  whenever  they  feel  inclined, 
as  a  number  of  them  lay  in  the  room  where 
my  feed  is  kept;  I  notice  that  the  corn  bin  is 
the  favorite  resort." 

Shades  of  the  "  poor  little  rid  bin!"  This 
member  has  been  with  the  Experiment  Club 
from  the  start,  is  a  constant  reader  of  Farm- 
PoL  l.lliY,  and  has  contributed  one  or  two 
signed  articles  to  Hon.  Patrick  Jacobs'  poultry 
paper;  and  yet  her  hens  lay  in  the  corn  bin, 
and  make  it  a  favorite  resort.  It  is  calmly 
mentioned  under  the  "  remarks"  as  if  it  were 
quite  correct.  Why  are  things  thusly,  Mrs. 
 ':    IIow  could  you? 

*  *  * 
Sitters  in  Trouble. 

"Our  sitting  hens  are  fed  com  and  grit, 
and  have  pure  water  to  drink,"  writes  a  Maine 
member,  '•  and  they  eat  very  little,  and  their 
bowels  are  (juite  loose  most  of  the  time.  Is 
this  as  it  should  be?  If  not,  where  is  my 
mistake? '' 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  sitting  hens  to  be 
troul)led  with  looseness  of  the  bowels,  and  it 
is  often  due  to  their  remaining  so  long  ou  the 
uest,  the  unvoided  excrement  causing  irrita- 
tion of  bowels.  Where  the  hens  come  off 
'daily  there  is  very  little  trouble  of  this  sort. 
Sometimes  the  looseness  is  caused  by  the 
drinking  water  becoming  fouled.  Unless  the 
hens  seem  sick,  it  need  cause  no  uneasiness. 
Care  to  keep  the  drinking  water  clean  and  a 
dish  of  granulated  charcoal  where  they  can 


get  it  when  nee<led,  is  all  the  treatment  neces- 
sary for  mild  cases.  If  the  hen  seems  sick, 
and  soils  the  nest  frequently,  better  replace 
her  with  another  hen.  Sitters  troubled  with 
looseness  of  the  bowels  will  not,  as  a  rule,  cat 
nuich  until  tlu'ir  bowels  gel  in  betK'r  ccmdition. 

*  »  • 

A  Good  Plan. 

>[r.  Editor :  — I  thiidi  that  it  would  lie  a 
good  plan  if  I'lub  members  would  send  in  a 
monthly  statement  of  what  their  fowls  are 
costing  to  keep, and  what  they  earn.  It  could 
be  placed  on  the  regular  record  slip,  and  it 
would  be  easy  to  keep  the  complete  records 
all  together. 

It  will  be  easy  for  you,  Mr.  Ivlitor,  to  see 
just  what  sort  of  success  each  of  the  members 
is  having,  and  these  records  will  make  an 
interesting  part  of  the  annual  report  when 
published.  I  should  think  that  record  blaid<s 
with  a  space  for  record  of  expense  and  earn- 
ings would  be  useful  to  others  besides  club 
members,  and  could  be  sold  to  poultrymen 
who  would  like  to  keep  a  record  of  their 
fowls,  and  lind  such  lilanks  more  convenient 
to  use  than  a  book. 

1  greatly  enjoy  F.vkm-I'oui, lliV,  and  the 
Experiment  Club  department  especially.  1 
have  five  White  Wyandotte  pullet's  which 
began  laying  November  18;  they  have  aver- 
aged 88  eggs  each  up  to  May  1,  and  they  have 
not  had  the  very  best  care,  nor  are  their 
quarters  as  roomy  as  they  should  be.  The 
eggs  from  this  pen  of  pullets  hatched  well, 
and  I  have  twenty-four  strong  chicks  from 
them,  and  more  expected  in  a  few  days.  Out 
of  seven  sittings  of  boughten  eggs  I  have 
tested  out  forty  that  are  infertile  or  contain 
dead  germs.  S.  M.  B. 

Ohio.  * 

«  .  * 

Perfectly  Excusable. 

Several  members  make  e.xcuses  for  sending 
in  their  reports  for  April  a  trifle  late,  and  say 
that  their  wives  are  "  cleaning  house." 

Having  "  been  there,"  we  can  sympathize. 
Let's  be  thankful  that  the  spring  house  clean- 
ing season  comes  but  once  a  year. 

*  *  * 

A  Baltimore  Cochin  Comes  to  the  Front. 

I  have  found  out  that  by  feeding  buckwheat 
and  cracked  corn  in  regular  meals  I  can  get 
more  eggs  than  by  the  "  old  slam-down-a- 
bushel-of-corn-way,"  and  letting  the  hens  eat 
until  they  cannot  hold  any  more.  I  have  a 
Partridge  Cochin  pullet  which  has  broken  the 
record  for  heavy  laying  on  the  place.  She 
laid  twenty-nine  eggs  from  March  4  to  April 
4,  and  then  went  broody.  Think  that  is  doing 
well  for  an  Asiatic.  She  was  set  on  thirteen 
eggs,  and  hatched  twelve  chicks.  In  a  week 
she  left  her  brood,  and  has  begun  laying  again. 
Not  bad  work  for  an  eight  months  old  pullet. 

Baltimoiie  Member. 

*  »  * 

How  Does  This  Compare  With  Your 
Experience  ?  . 

One  of  our  members  claims  that  his  experi- 
ence has  been  that  hens  set  in  a  dry  warm 
place  will  hatch  sooner,  and  more  and  better 
chicks,  than  if  set  in  a  moderately  damp 
place. 

*  ,  * 
Kggs  Came  High. 

A  Massachusetts  member  found  a  nest  of 
eggs  in  an  old  pail.  It  was  hung  high  up,  and 
supposedly  out  of  reach,  but  the  hen  got  there. 
The  owner  was  very  much  surprised  to  know 
that  a  hen  had  been  able  to  reach  the  pail  and 
get  in  it. 

*  »  * 
lirooders. 

As  soon  as  the  chicks  are  out  of  the  brooders, 
and  you  are  through  using  them  for  the  sea- 
son, clean  them  up  and  get  them  into  winter 
quarters,  out  of  the  way.  Don't  put  the 
lirooder  away  dirty,  and  think  you  will  clean 
it  up  in  the  spring  before  you  are  ready  for  it. 
If  you  do  you  won't  have  a  l)rooder  lit  to  use 
when  you  are  ready  for  it. 

When  you  are  through  using  it  for  the  sea- 
son, scrape  it  out  thoroughly,  and  wash  it 
inside  and  out  with  good  hot  soap  suds  to 
which  a  little  kerosene  has  lieen  added;  use  a 
scrubbing  brush,  and  get  it  clean.  Then  go 
over  it  again  with  clean  hot  soapy  water,  and 
finish  oft"  with  a  cloth,  wiping  the  boards  dry. 
Wash  the  hover  felts  if  they  are  dirty,  and 
make  the  whole  clean.  If  it  is  a  hot  air 
brooder,  remove  the  heater,  and  clean  out  the 


hot  air  chamber;  you  will  be  surprised  to  see 
what  a  lot  of  rtlth  has  found  its  way  in  there. 
Turn  the  brooder  upside  down,  and  brush  the 
sheet  iron  free  of  soot;  to  keep  it  from  rusting 
apply  a  thin  coat  of  raw  linseed  oil  to  the  iron. 
Leave  the  brooder  open  in  Ihr  -im.  and  let  it 
thoroughly  dry  before  you  j/ul  it  away. 
Have  all  the  parts  in  place,  and  everything 
where  you  can  lay  your  hands  on  it  when 
wanted.  Clean  up  the  lamp,  anil  do  not  put 
it  away  with  oil  in  it.  Wrap  it  up  in  news- 
paper to  keep  it  free  from  dust.  If  it  is  a  tin 
lamp,  scrape  the  blistered  paint  out  of  the 
water  pan,  make  it  clean  and  dry,  and  then 
give  the  pan  a  fresh  coal  of  some  good  water- 
proof paint;  in  a  week  put  on  a  second  coal. 
If  you  only  attend  to  these  little  things  as  you 
should  you  will  have  a  good  clean  brooder  to 
use  when  needed,  and  you  will  also  save 
money. 

» 

Well,  Why  Not  Use  a  Gun  ? 

Hawks  seem  plenty  this  spring,"  writes 
one  of  our  Massachusetts  members.  "  Took 
three  small  chicks  April  6th,  and  three  more 
the  next  day.  They  are  very  bold,  and  took 
a  chick  while  two  people  were  not  more  than 
a  yard  distant  from  the  coop." 

*•  « 

«■ 

Tlic  Hens  are  Too  l'"at. 

Member  in  Ohio  says: — "Two  of  iny  hens 
are  suttering  slightly  from  some  cause  when 
laying.  Both  make  a  distressing  noise,  and 
act  as  though  in  pain  while  laying  their  eggs. 
One  is  a  Plymouth  Rock,  and  the  other  a 
W'hite  Wyandotte.'' 

*■  ^  * 
More  Fat  Hens. 

Wisconsin  member  says:— "Are  my  hens 
too  fat?  They  go  in  the  nests  and  sit  awhile, 
and  come  away  without  laying." 

The  hens  are  overfat  inteirnally,  and  are  in 
danger  of,  if  uot  already,  egg  bound.  Try 
giving  each  hen  so  aflectcd  a  dessertspoonful 
of  pure  raw  linseed  oil  at  roosting  time;  one 
dose  is  enough.  Cut  down  the  amount  of 
grain  food,  and  allow  them  to  run  on  grass 
land. 

*  »  * 

Has  Had  Trouble  With  lloup. 

You  will  note  by  reports  that  roup  has 
broken  out  in  the  flocks.  The  Leghorns  are 
the  most  troubled.  Am  holding  it  in  check, 
and  when  the  hens  get  through  laying  will 
sell  oiT  the  whole  lot,  and  start  anew.  I  don't 
think  that  it  pays  to  doctor  for  roup,  except 
to  hold  it  in  check  for  a  lime.  I  have  con- 
cluded that  the  scratching  shed  house  is  uot 
the  best  for  this  bleak  exposed  situation. 

Michigan  Member. 

Why  uot  try  house  built  from  plans  given 
in  May  1st  issue?  It  ought  to  make  a  good 
one  for  your  locality. 

A  CHANCE  OF  A  LIFE  TIME  FOR  A 
GOOD  POULTRYMAN. 

A  First  Class  Poultry  and  Fruit  Farm  for  Rent 

Present  lireeciiiin  flock  consists  of  about  200  W. 
Wyamlulle.s  :in(l  B,  iMIuoreas,  'JOO  I'ekiu  Ducks,  ;md 
600  Homer  J'i;;eons.  Inculjator  room  for  HW  e^rgs. 
Farm  weU  set  with  fruit.  Ooiiveuient  lo'New  York 
and  I'liiladelpliia  markets.  Will  sell  stock  anil  gooil 
will,  and  lease  farm  on  shares  or  for  a  fixed  rent. 
Address  POULTRY  FARM, 

Care  of  Farm-l'onltry. 

MAMMOTH  PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS 

Are  lestin^j;  per  cent,  fei'tile  from  long  bodied, 
broad  hacks, and  deep  keeled  stock.  Eggs  $1  per  IS; 
$3  per  oO ;  $5  per  100. 

C.  A.  STEVENS  &  CO.,  Wilson,  N.  Y. 

DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS? 

Cox's  Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Are  as  good  as  tlie  best,—  strong,  healthy,  vigorous, 
nicely  barred,  farm  raised  birds,  setecled  ^eai'  hy  year 
for  eggs  for  nine  years;  1S4  eggs  per  lien,  yearly. 
Strictly    fresh,  highly    fertile    eggs  for  liatching 

Every  Day  in  the  Year, 

at  S-_iperl:;;  ?•')  per  :>:i;  Slop'  v  Inn. 

H.  F.  COX,  Sabbath  Rest,  Pa. 

BREDTO  LAY 

v.".  WYANUOTTES, 

U.  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

Carefully  bred  from  dams  of  stanilard  wiiglit, 
whose  eg-.'  laving  record  for  eacli  succei'diug  genera- 
tion \v;i>  i  ncli'vid  iially  known  to  have  Increased  from 
ycai  lo  M'.iv.  Males  are  all  from  200-egg  liens,  $1,50 
"per  bitting  of  lr>. 

HKIC.VULT  I'OULTKV  FARM, 

1'.  O.  liox  63.  Lawrence,  Mass. 


Blancliard's  Wli.  Leghorns 

The  leading  strain  of  heavy  layers.  .My  breeders 
are  the  CKE.4M  of  Vi^*<  well  bri'd  birds  whose  ances- 
tors for  20  \'ears  have  been  iiroliTic  layers.  I'^ggs.  Cir. 

U.J.  BL.\NCIIAUO,  I!o.\  Vu  Groton,  N.  Y. 


Why  So  Many  Die. 

It  would  be  iippiilling  to  know 
in  round  iiiimberH  how  ninny 
yonm;ehlekH  ilie  from  dilVer- 
"ent  eanscN  known  to  ho  few 
of  the  iiundreds  of  thoiisandu 
of  poultry  misers. 

To  Assure  Success 

Riid  l«'urn  liiiw  to  provi-nt  tlio  biff  losses  bo  romnioii  In 
poultry   ruirtiiiK  it  ia  only  lu-ri'amiry  to  own  n  copy  ot 

Practical  Poultry  Culture 

whirh  will  Blurt  you  rlK'tt  ami  k.'.  p  ynn  riKl't.  T»;llfl  ev 
erythiiiR  th<?  ht-KiiiiK-r  nhouUl  know,  unil  liuJa  tho  cxpor 
K'urt'il  in  li  Iniiuirfd  wiivh.  It  coimlBtB  of  ir>0  pORi-a  of 
Up-to-date  poultry  lore  from  tho  pfiis  of  prnrtl- 
cul  rnul  fxpcriuiici'd  Ijumla.  Kiuhirwed  hy  ul  1  li'OiUng  poul- 
try tiiithoriticfl  and  udilore  of  poultry  publimtiouB.  Don'c 
hts  autiBfiiMl  until  you  K<  t  It.  It  will  both  nmko  and  buvo 
you  iiiorify.  I'rio-  35  n  nt  h  l>y  nmil  pnntpiiid,  or 50  cents 
|uc  Uulin}jr     year's  Hubseriptiou  to  the 

AGRICULTURAL  EPITOMIST 

which  is  of  Bti^rlliiK  vubio  ftin)  Iiuliniti'iiButdo  to  tho  Up- 
to-(l(itu  Farmer,  Gurduucr.Livu  Stock  and  Poultry  Kalacr. 

Address  Epltomlst  Pub.Co., Dept. B, Indianapolis, Ind. 


At  the 


NEW  YORK  SHOW,  FEB.,  '99, 


Atlantic  Farm 

PEKINS 


Willi,  ill  hot  competition,  1  and  2  old  drakes;  1  and 
:)  old  ducks:  1  ami  4  voung  drakes:  1  and  4  young 
ducks;  1  anil '2  breeding  yards.   All  tin;  (ii'HtH. 

Some  good  drakes  $;!eacli.  Eggs— 11,  J'.';  'A',  $3.50; 
50,  Jo;  loo,  $S, 

t)iir  INDIAN  RUNNKK  ducks  won  1  duck:  1 
ilrake,      Ihey're  light   feeders  and    great  layers. 
Kggfi,  S:i  for  11. 
\Ve  hii 

Barred  Plymontli  Rocks, 


live  several  pens  of  choice 


lired  from  prize  winnert.,  anil  mated  by  an  expert 
Uock  breeder.  Kggs  from  best  yards,  la,  $B;  2(;,  $5. 
The  same  can  be  said  of  our  While  Kocks.  Effgs,  13, 
$2;  39,  S5.   Eggs  for  Incubators,  SO  per  100. 

A.i.  HALLOCK, 
Bo.\B,  Speonk,  L.  I.,  N.  Y. 


COLDTHVifAITE'S 

Continental 
Poultry 

fnnrl 

A  balunceil  ralioii,  coniposcd  of  six  kimls  (tf  Kiatn. 
Meat  am.!  Fish  meal. 

PRICK,  PEK  HUNDRED  LF,S. 

GREEN  GUT  BEEF  BONE. 

Price  2J  els.  per  lb. ;  lots  of  lori  ll.s..  $2.  Grain  and 
Poultry  Supplies  of  all  kiuds.   Samples  free. 

£.  H.  DOBL£&;CO., 

West  (iiiiiicy,  Mass. 


2500  breeding  birds  ou  hand,  all  cari'fully  seleclcd 
from  main'  tliousand.s.  The  largest  and  best  birds  on 
this  coutirieni.  Birds  not  akin,  from  forty  different 
yards.   Eggs  in  season,  fei'tility  guaranteeil. 

Order  early  ca  secure  birds.  Mv  book,  "iv'atural 
and  Artiflcial  Duck  Culture,"  wltli  each  order  for 
hirdsor  eggs.  .See  what  the  liosmn  niarketnien  say 
aboiitour  birds.    Send  for  illustrated  catalogiii'. 

THE  MONARCH  INCUBATOR 

still  alieaii ;  send  for  catalogue. 

JAMES  RANKIN,  ho.  Kaston,  Mass. 

FARM  POULTRY  YARDS. 


This  A'i.  will  ai^pear  one*-  a  nioulh. 


IS 
30 


$x-oo 
3,00 


Two  vermin  destroying  nest-eggs  with  each  order. 
(Jolileii,  While  and  Silver  Wyandoltes;  Golden  and 
Silver  Spangled  Ilaniburgs:  Hose  and  S.  C.  Brown, 
K.  and  S.C.  W.  Leghorns;  Barred  and  W.  P.  Bocks; 
Black  and  ^\■|lite  Minorcas;  (jolden  .S.  Polish.  K<'d 
flaps;  \V.  1"\  B.  .Spanish,  JJoin,  Leghorns;  Houduns, 
Bun  Leg..  Biift"  Cocliius,  LI.  Bl  ah's  and  W.  C.  B.  Pol- 
ish. Bulf  VVy.,  Bull  P.  Bocks,  and  liose  C.  B.  Min- 
orcas.  Huff  Laced  Polish. 

INDIAN  GAME.S,  SI  for  13;  S2  for  30. 
Pekin  Ducks,  60c.  for  9:  SlforlS. 

Most  of  our  poultry  is  kept  on  separate  farms, 
tlierefore  the  eggs  are  ff-rtile.  aiKl  the  cliiek,s  strong 
and  vigorous  when  first  liatehed.  A  fair  batch  guaran- 
teed or  order  duplicated  al  half-price.  Circular  free, 
containing  I  ist  of  premiums  won,  etc.  .Send  money 
any  v^'ay  except  clieck. 

WHITNKY  BRO.S.,  TrianeU-.  N.  Y 
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EDITORIAL. 

Our  Experiment  Club. 

The  Experiineat  Club  is  no  longer  an 
"experiment,"'  but  is  an  actual  success.  AVe 
have  now  passeil  the  sixth  month  of  the  secoad 
year  of  club  work,  amV  we  find  that  the  mem- 
bers are  taking  a  livelier  interest  in  this 
jepartraent  than  ever  before.  Nearly  all  of 
those  who  were  members  the  first  year,  and 
rejoined  the  club  in  October,  are  still  with  us, 
and  are  doing  better  work  than  ever.  Record 
keeping  comes  easy  after  a  start  is  once  made, 
and  those  who  keep  the  records  are  prompt  to 
see  how  valualile  such  work  is  to  them. 

The  reports  contain  much  interesting  matter, 
most  of  which  is  actual  experience;  this  is 
put  into  shape  and  published  in  the  club 
departilicnt.  We  have  received  many  letters 
from  F.\i!M-roui.TUY  readers,  who  tell  us 
that  the  club  pages  are  ''the  fiist  ones  they 
turn  to"  on  receiving  their  paper,  as  they 
"  are  sure  to  find  much  interesting  and  valu- 
able information." 

We  want  all  F.MiM-roL'i.  ruY  readers  to  feel 
that  the  club  is  for  thcui,  and  all  are  invited 
to  write  the  editor  about  their  experiences 
with  poultry,  actual  experience;  little  things 
you  have  noticed  that  help  in  the  work  with 
the  flock ;  any  mistakes  you  may  have  made 
which  have  laught  you  the  valuable  lesson  of 
how  to  avoid  .siich  errors  in  the  future;  in 
fact,  we  want  to  know  all  about  your  flocks, 
uot  theories,  but  facts  —  things  you  have 
leftrned.  Theories  are  very  useful  at  times, 
but  it.  is  actual  experience  which  counts  every 
time.  Oo  not  be  afraid  of  writing  too  much; 
we  want  you  to  write  us  freely  anything  you 
think  will  be  of  interest.  We  may  not  be  able 
to  publish  all  of  the  material  sent  in,  but  we 
will  go  carefully  through  all  comnumications, 
and  make  use  of  all  the  valuable  facts  that 
reach  us.  Do  uot  think  that  if  you  do  uot  sec 
your  entire  comniuiiication  in  print  that  we 
did  not  consider  it  worthy;  space  forbids  our 
publishing-  all  interesting  coiiiniiinicalions 
which  reach  us,  but  we  try  tv>  m:in.c  use  of  all 
(acts  and  suggestions  for  the  benefit  of  the 
club. 

Suggeslious  are  in  order  ior  the  work  to  be 


•Jone  by  the  club  for  the  year  beginning  in 
October,  "J9,  and  we  would  be  glad  lo  hear 
from  all  club  members  on  this  subject.  If  our 
members  are  so  disposed  ihey  can  make  the 
Experiment  Club  a  permanent  organization, 
and  one  that  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  all.  In 
the  club  department  for  April  l.')lh,  II.  A.  J., 
of  Dubu<|ue,  Iowa,  make.s  a  suggestion  about 
starting  a  Fakm-Poi.'li  UY  P^xpcrimeutal 
Farm  —  the  doings  ou  this  farm  to  be  reported 
regularly  in  our  columns.  AVe  would  like  to 
have  our  readers  express  themselves  in  regard 
to  this  plan.  If  sufficient  supjjort  can  be  had 
to  warrant  putting  such  a  plan  into  operation, 
it  will  be  of  great  value  to  FAU.M-rufi.TKY 
readers. 

Let  us  hear  from  you  ;  we  want  the  opinions 
of  all  our  readers.  If  all  will  add  their  mite 
and  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  we  can 
have  a  permanent  Experiment  Club,  and,  if 
you  want  it,  an  Experiment  Farm  as  well. 

Head  H.  A.  J.'s  letter  again,  and  let  us  have 
your  opinion  and  suggestions. 

To  Right  a  'Wrong. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  F.MOi-rouLTKY  to  tell 
its  readers  how  to  make  money  with  i)oultry, 
and  working  along  that  Hue  it  has  endeavored 
to  be  helpf u  1  by  using  the  experiences  of  others 
as  object  lessons,  pointing  out  the  rocks  and 
shoals  that  should  be  avoided,  and  the  promis- 
ing paths  that  should  be  followed  to  reach 
success. 

In  its  eflorts  to  point  the  way  to  success, 
F.-P.  has  endeavored  to  guard  against  mis- 
leading advertisements,  or  publishing  state- 
ments that  might  mislead,  and  to  insert  only 
such  as  have  its  contiilence,  such  as  have 
proved  their  claims  to  be  the  best.  F.-P. 
would  fail  in  its  mission  were  it  uot  to  use  its 
best  endeavors  to  protect  its  advertisers,  and 
we  regret  that  in  a  recent  instance,  through 
e.xtraordinary  rush  of  work,  the  editor  unin- 
tentionally permitted  its  columns  to  be  used 
to  the  injury  of  the  Eureka  nest  box.  Why 
we  permitted  that  injurious  article  to  be 
printed,  we  can  hardly  understand,  because 
our  appreciation  of  the  Eureka  nest  box,  and 
our  frequent  strong  endorsement  of  it,  puts 
it  out  of  the  question  that  we  should  have 
inteutionally  injured  it  or  its  inventor;  it  was 
simply  and  solely  an  inexcusable  oversight  on 
our  part,  for  which  we  wish  to  tender  F.-P. 
readers  and  Mr.  Silberstein  also,  our  sincere 
apology,  and  if  any  intending  buyers  of  the 
Eureka  nest  box  have  been  turned  aside  from 
that  intention  by  the  article,  we  trust  that  this 
explanation  and  apology  will  set  them  right 
again. 

It  is  possible  that  the  future  may  produce  a 
simpler  and  better  trap  nest  box  than  the 
Eureka,  but  until  it  does  we  all  want  to  stand 
by  that,  fully  assured  that  its  coming  into 
general  use  will  do  very  much  to  upbuild  the 
poultry  interest,  giving  us  the  exact  egg 
record  of  our  breeding  birds.  The  pedigreed 
egg  layer  is  the  bird  of  the  future,  and  the 
best  aid,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  breeding  from 
the  pedigreed  egg  layer,  is  the  Eureka  nest 
box. 

The  Express  Rates,  Again. 

The  impossibility  of  teaching  some  men  is 
strikingly  illustrated  by  a  letter  recently 
received  from  a  Rhode  Island  poujtryman 
telling  us  an  express  agent  there  absolutely 
refused  to  ship  a  pair  of  fowls  in  a  box  coop 
at  single  rate,  the  agent  declaring  that  live 
fowls  are,  and  always  had  been,  shipped  at 
double  first  class  rate.  We  wrote  the  breeder 
to  complain  to  the  division  superintendent, 
and  the  overcharge  would  be  returned  to 
him,  and  a  few  days  later  received  another 
letter,  saying  the  general  manager  of  the  com- 
pany had  written  him,  refunding  the  over- 
charge, and  assuring  him  the  trouble  wouldn't 
occur  again. 

Why  did  it  occur  this  time?  The  reduced 
rate  has  been  in  operation  quite  a  longtime  — 
some  years  —  and  the  olVeniling  agent  has  his 
printed  instructions  to  guide  him.  If  he 
would  but  read  his  instructions  he  wouldn't 
make  such  blunders,  subjecting  himself  to  a 
"  call  down  ''  from  the  superintendent,  and 
causing  the  customer  considerable  annoyance. 
The  poultry  industry  is  a  powerful  feeder  to 
the  express  companies,  and  is  beginning  to  be 
appreciated  by  them.  Anything  ilone  by 
agents  which  is  not  right,  they  will  make 
right,  because  they  want  their  patrons  satis- 
fied. 


Not  Our  Scratching  Pen  Plan. 

Not  a  few  of  our  readers  think  the  scratch- 
ing shed  plan  of  house  originated  with  the 
editor  of  this  paper.  A  letter  enclosing  five 
cents  for  the  .July  l.'ith,  'OS  number  F.-P., 
says:  "  The  number  containing  Mr.  Hunter's 
scratching  shed  plan  of  poultry  house.'' 
Another  letter  recently  received  asks  about 
"  the  scratching  pen  as  originated  by  Mr. 
Hunter." 

We  have  more  than  once  stated  in  these 
columns  that  we  did  uot  "originate"  the 
scratching  shed,  nor  is  it  distinctively  our 
plan.  Indeed,  the  open  front  shed  poultry 
hou.se  is  a  great  deal  older  than  this  paper,  or 
than  the  editor  of  it,  even. 

The  plan  as  given  in  F.-P.  was  originally 
adapted  from  an  illustration  pulilisbed  many 
years  ago  in  Mr.  Felch's  "  Poultry  Culture." 
As  given  by  Mr.  Felch,  the  pen  part  has 
the  sloping  front,  and  the  scratching  shed 
has  solid  doors  swinging  on  hinges.  Wish- 
ing to  consider  economy  of  construction, 
we  wrote  Mr.  Felch  and  asked  him  about  the 
sloping  front  of  the  pen,  and  he  replied  :  "  Do 
not  make  it  with  a  sloping  front;  nobody  in 
his  senses  builds  a  poultry  house  with  a  slop- 
ing front  these  days;"  aud  as  we  wanted  to 
plan  the  house  to  pass  through  from  pen  to 
pen  and  shed  to  shed,  swinging  doors  to  the 
sheds  would  be  a  nuisance.  Hence  we  planned 
the  house  with  curtain  doors  to  swing  up 
against  the  roof  out  of  the  way. 

This  scratching  shed  plan,  as  last  published 
in  June  loth,  'U8,  F.-P.,  was  adopted  anil 
tidupted  from  Mr.  Felch's  "  Poultry  Culture,"' 
and  was  uot  '"originated"  by  the  editor  of 
this  paper. 

All  in  One  Year. 

We  get  some  funny  letters  in  the  course  of 
a  year,  but  the  following  is  the  best  we  have 
received  in  a  long  time : 

Berkely,  (No  state  given).  May  9th. 

I.  .S.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Dear  Sir: — I  do  uot 
wish  any  more  of  your  chicken  publications. 
1  think  the  subject  was  fully  written  up  in  the 
last  vear.  Yours  truiv, 

W.  B.  Wkst. 

We  knew  that  we  had  "  written  up''  a  good 
many  questions  in  the  last  year,  but  have  kept 
ou  into  this  year  under  the  impression  that 
there  were  still  one  or  two  (possibly  two  and 
a  half)  questions  still  unsettled.  What  a  pity 
we  didn't  know  January  1st,  lt>99,  that  we 
had  got  everything  done  —  every  perplexing 
question  settled.  Had  we  only  known  that 
we  could  have  "stopped  short,''  like  grand- 
father's clock,  aud  uot  bothered  with  any 
more  Fakm-Pocltry's;  and  here  we  have 
got  nearly  half  through  another  volume. 

This  is  a  hard,  bard  world. 

A  Correction. 

The  formula  for  making  johnnycake,  given 
in  the  article,  "  Mr.  John  C.  Jodrey,  and  His 
Silvers,"'  in  May  15th  F.-P.,  should  read : 
Il-O  food  three  quarts,  shorts  one  quart,  corn 
meal  one  quart,  all  mixed  dry,  with  one  great 
spoonful  of  baking  powder;  a  little  meat  meal 
and  bone  meal,  and  four  or  five  infertile  eggs, 
—  the  w'hole  mixed  with  water,  and  baked 
into  johnnycake. 

Selling  Young  Chickens. 

The  frequent  inquiries  which  we  receive 
for  a  place  to  buy  newly  hatched  or  just 
weaned  chickens,  indicates  that  there  is  a 
large  demand  for  them,  and  we  would  sur- 
mise that  a  good  business  could  be  built  up  by 
anyone  who  would  cater  to  that  trade.  In 
today's  mail  are  two  letters,  one  asking  where 
he  can  get  a  hundred  chicks  about  six  weeks 
old,  the  writer  saying  that  he  wants  to  eat 
the  cockerels  through  the  summer  along,  and 
raise  the  pullets  for  layers  next  winter. 

Another  writer  says:  "  I  would  like  to  buy 
two  or  three  hundred  newly  hatched  chicks, 
and  do  uot  see  that  anyone  is  advertising 
them.  Can  you  tell  me  where  I  can  get 
them?"  A  few  days  ago  a  gentleman  came 
to  the  office  and  asked  us  if  we  could  put  him 
on  the  track  of  sonieone  who  would  sell  him 
seventy-five  to  a  hundred  chicks,  four  or  five 
weeks  old.  Said  he  had  no  incubators  or 
brooders,  wanted  some  chii  kens  to  eat  this 
summer,  and  did  uot  know  how  else  he  could 
get  them.  These  are  only  sample  cases.  AVe 
know  that  Mr.  Jsesmith  sells  newly  hatched 
chickens,  but  onlv  to  those  who  will  come  to 


his  place  and  take  them  away:  he  will  not 
Ijother  to  ship  them.  In  the  circular  of  the 
Puritau  Poultry  Farm,  Stamford,  Conn.,  we 
note  that  they  ofl"er  to  sell  broiler  size  chick 
alive,  and  without  consulting  them  we  iiifii 
that  they  would  be  willing  to  sell  theiu  :it 
weaning  age,  say  five  weeks  old  ;  at  least  w  e 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not.  We  ha\e 
the  impression  too,  that  31rs.  Xorys,  of  Cran- 
ford,  N.  J.,  did  a  little  of  that  business  la-t 
year,  although  we  may  be  mistaken. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  there  is  alreu  ly 
a  considerable  demand  for  young  chick-, 
either  newly  hatched  or  at  the  weaning  iii:< . 
aud  from  the  fact  that  a  considerable  business 
is  done  in  such  abroad,  we  are  confident  that 
a  good  trade  could  be  built  up  iu  this  business 
if  anyone  would  take  pains  to  advertise  to 
develop  it  and  build  it  up  —  and  it  should  pay 
well.  There  are  many  people  who  do  uot 
want  to  bother  with  hatching  chickens  theni- 
selves,  or  who  would  rather  pay  a  lump  sum 
for  chickens  at  the  weaning  age,  than  havf 
the  risk  and  bother  of  hatching,  and  the 
infant  mortality.  AVe  are  confident,  too,  that 
such  a  business  would  grow ;  that  Is,  tbc 
demand  would  grow  from  the  very  fact  that 
there  was  a  supply  available.  People  who 
have  had  poor  hatches  would  think,  '•  AVell,  I 
can  get  a  hundred  chickens  from  Jones,  and 
fill  up  the  gap  in  that  way  :"'  and  others  would 
argue,  "  AVhy,  I  can  buy  two  hundred  five 
weeks  old  chicks  from  Smith,  and  start  right 
into  the  chicken  raising  business,"  and  an 
order  to  Smith  would  result. 

We  commend  this  suggestion  to  our  readers. 
There  has  been,  aud  is  constantly,  a  good  deal 
of  friction  aud  dissatisfaction  with  the  eggs 
for  hatching  business.  AVould  uot  the  selling 
of  newly  hatched  chicks  or  five  weeks  old) 
chicks  get  over  that  difficulty  ?  It  is  certainly 
worth  thinking  over,  aud  possibly  acting 
upon. 


A  Few  Compliments. 


Decidedly  the  Rest. 
I  am  a  subscriber  to  your  Farm-Poi  ltry, 


IS. 


and  greatly  enjoy  it.    I  think  it  decidedly  the* 
best  poultry  paper  I  ever  saw. 
Lafayette,  Ind.  Mrs.  I,.  B.  L. 

Gets  Taluahle  Information. 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  get  a  great  deal  of  valu- 
able information  from  your  paper,  Fak.m- 
POILTRY.  G.  p.  15. 

AA'ard  Hill,  Mass. 

Pleased  With  F.-P. 
I  am  real  pleased  with  your  paper.    I  could 
not  get  along  without  it.  L.  F.  S. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Thanks  F.-P. 

I  have  been  a  ^lose  student  of  Farm-Poi'L- 
TRY  for  more  than  a  year  past,  aud  now  I 
feel  as  though  it  would  be  impossible  lo,  get 
along  without  it,  I  started  out  thinking  I 
knew  absolutely  nothing  about  chickens,  and 
found  I  knew  even  less  than  I  thought. 
AA'hat  1  know,  and  what  success  I  have  had 
with  either  chicks  or  eggs,  T  owe  entirely  to 
you.  You  have  done  so  much  for  me  that  I 
wish  to  thank  you.  K.  C.  L. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ahead  of  AU. 

I  have  read  many  other  poultry  papers,  but 
Far.m-Poi  ltry  is  ahead  of  them  all. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  11.  K. 

St.mds  at  the  Head. 

I  have  taken  Far.m-Pih  i.try  a  year,  and 
shall  always  take  it  .so  long  as  I  can  see  tOt 
read.  I  lake  three  other  poultry  papers,  but 
F.-P.  stands  at  the  head.  Not  one  number 
have  T  had  but  has  answered  something  I  w:ts 
wanting  to  know. 

I  loaned  three  numliers  this  morning  to  B 
vouna  man  who  has  just  bought  six  hens.  1 
shall  be  surprised  if  he  doesn't  subscribe;  'tis 
no  use  tryiuir  to  keep  hens  without  F.-P. 

Conway,  Mass.  Mrs.  B. 

Thinks  It  the  Best. 

Enclosed  please  find  one  dollar,  for  which 
please  renew  my  subscription  to  FAU.vi-PfUL- 
try  for  one  .'-ear. 

I  certainly  think  it  is  the  best  poultry  paper 
I  have  seen,  and  it  is  a  valuable  guide  for 
poultrymen.  £.  A.  ii. 

Ciuilford,  ft. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 

.  Correspondents  irho  encloae  stamps  for  reply  receive 
immediate  answers  by  mail.  H'heii  no  stamps  are 
enclosed  i^uestiuns  which  are  of  tjeiteral  interest  and 
have  not  'ecenlly  appeared  here  are  printed  with 
answers  in  this  department.  Several  correspondents 
tomelimes  write  at  about  the  same  time  to  ask  the  same 
question.  Of  course  only  one  inquiry  is  printed.  Look 
for  the  answer  to  your  question,  not/or  your  initials 
and  residence. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  o(  tlie  uiinibL-rsof  Kaum-I'oulthy  leffiird 
to  Uelow,  will  be  supplifil  al  the  rate  of  live  eeiils 
eacli] . 

Feather  Eating,  Scurvy,  and  IUld 
Head.— (W.  L.,  Soiuerville,  Mass.):  Your 
balJ  beaded  fowls  may  be  afflicted  with  oue 
of  three  things  — feather  eating,  scurvy,  or 
baldness  caused  by  the  depluming  mite.  You 
will  find  all  three  ;ind  the  remedy  treated  of 
in  an  article  on  '•  Feather  Eating,"  on  page 
121,  March  15th  Farm-Poultry.  • 


Worms. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Wliat  is  good  for  worms  in  large 
chickens?  1  have  noticed  some  iu  the  droppings. 

Kettle  Falls,  Wash.  S.  H.N. 

Two  kinds  of  worms  are  quite  common  in 
poultry;  the  round,  and  the  flat  or  tape 
worms.  Infection  takes  place  through  fowls 
eating  the  eggs  of  the  parasites  found  in  the 
droppings  of  infected  birds.  Droppings  of 
stock  having  worms  should  be  collected  fre- 
quently and  burned. 

For  round  worms,  give  a  two  grain  pill  of 
santonin  to  each  affected  bird  every  other 
morning  before  feeding,  following  it  in  halt 
an  hour  with  two  teaspooufuls  of  raw  linseed 
oil.   Continue  treatment  one  week. 

Flat  or  tape  worms  when  found  in  the 
droppings  look  like  pieces  of  tape.  The  eggs 
of  these  parasites  are  e.vpelled  in  the  drop- 
pings, and  are  taken  up  and  undergo  a  pre- 
paratory stage  in  some  of  the  insect  parasites 
like  fleas  and  lice;  when  these  vermin  are 
eaten  by  the  fowl  the  contained  embryo  is 
ready  to  develop  into  a  full  fledged  tape  worm 
in  the  intestines  of  the  fowl.  The  afTected 
'bird  is  often  possessed  of  a  remarkable  appe- 
tite, and  at  the  same  time  grows  thin.  At 
other  times  the  presence  of  tape  worms  in  a 
fowl  may  not  be  suspected  until  pieces  of  the 
worms  are  found  in  the  droppings.  Make  a 
mash  of  bruised  pumpkin  seeds  with  a  little 
milk,  and  after  allowing  the  bird  to  fast  for 
twelve  hours,  feed  it  all  of  this  mash  that  it 
can  be  forced  to  eat.  In  an  hour  or  two  give 
ateaspoonful  of  castor  oil,  or  two  teaspoou- 
fuls of  raw  linseed  oil.  After  the  worms  are 
expelled  feed  a  warm  mash  of  bran,  mid- 
dlings and  milk.  I£  worms  appear  again  in 
droppings  the  treatment  did  not  get  all  of 
tbem,  and  may  be  repeated  in  a  few  days. 


Enlarged  Crop. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  a  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  hen 
whose  crop  Is  of  abnormal  size  —  is  almost  as  large  as 
my  hat,  and  seems  to  be  filled  with  milky  white  Huid. 
Can  you  tell  me  what  the  disease  is,  and  also  the 
remedy  ? 

The  hens  she  is  with  have  been  confined  in  a  double 
yard,  one-half  of  which  is  sowed  with  oats,  to  which 
they  have  access  a  part  of  the  time.  They  have  a 
morning  mash,  and  oats,  wheat,  and  barley  for  food. 
They  get  good  care,  and  house  and  yards  are  kept 
Clean.  This  hen  is  not  overfat,  is  in  fair  flesh,  and 
aside  from  the  trouble  mentioned  seems  to  be  in  per- 
fect health.  W.  G.  W. 

Marcus,  Iowa. 

Enlarged  crop  sometimes  results  from  care- 
'less  or  irregular  feeding,  the  fowls  gorging 
themselves  at  times,  and  not  having  sufficient 
food  at  others.  Distention  of  the  crop  from 
overeating  and  then  drinking  heavily,  causing 
the  grain  to  swell  and  overstretch  the  crop. 
Impairing  its  muscular  action,  when  repeated 
any  number  of  times,  will  caiise  this  trouble. 
It  may  also  follow  acute  inflammations  of  the 
crop  caused  by  eating  some  irritating  or 
poisonous  substance. 

Sometimes  it  is  the  result  of  rupture  of  the 
membranes  supporting  the  crop,  and  the 
extra  strain  on  the  muscles  of  the  crop  causes 
permanent  enlargement  of  that  organ  and 
impaired  function,  the  bird  being  unable  to 
contract  the  muscles  sufliciently  to  empiy  the 
crop. 

'  Tbe  tendency  to  tBouble  of  this  sort  may  be 
inherited,  and  fowls  with  crop  hernia  are 
almost  certain  to  beget  chicks  a  considerable 


percentage  of  which  will  be  allected  in  a  like 
manner.  For  this  reason  such  birds  are 
undesirable  for  breeders. 

No  treatment  is  necessary  unless  the  owner 
is  especially  desirous  of  restoring  the  sym- 
metrical appearance  of  the  bird  and  testing 
his  skill  as  an  operator.  Only  operative  treat- 
ment will  remedy  the  trouble.  First  wash 
out  the  crop  with  warm  water.  Make  an 
opening  in  the  skin  over  the  crop  with  a 
sharp  knife.  AVith  blunt  pointed  scissors 
remove  a  diamoiul  shaped  jiiece  from  the 
enlargeil  portion  of  the  crop;  section  removed 
should  be  about  2x2  inches.  Sew  edges  of 
wound  together,  making  one  straight  seam, 
taking  care  to  approximate  the  outer  surfaces 
of  the  crop  menibrane  ;  if  the  mucous  surfaces 
are  brought  together  ;iiul  not, the  outer  sur- 
faces, the  wound  will  not  heal  properly,  and 
the  crop  will  be  leaky.  Sew  up  wound  in 
skin,  drawing  the  cut  edges  firmly  together, 
but  do  not  make  a  bunchy  seam.  Use  clean 
silk  for  sewing  up  the  wounds.  He  careful  to 
observe  strict  ch.'anliness  in  operating. 

Soft  food  only  should  be  fed  for  at  least  a 
week  after  operating,  and  the  bird  should  be 
kept  by  itself. 


Black  Minorca  £eKB. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Should  Black  Minorca  eggs  be  pure 
white?  I  have  some  that  lay  cream  colored  eggs, 
and  1  am  .irraid  they  are  not  jiure.  G.  E.  li. 

Andover,  N.  li. 

Yes,  Black  Minorca  eggs  should  be  pure 
white,  and  we  would  think  it  probable  that 
yours  had  become  mixed  with  some  other 
breed,  if  the  eggs  are  tinted. 


Chicks  Had  a  Cold. 

Mr.  Editof ;  —  This  morning  on  looking  ai  my  Bull 
Leghorn  chicks,  not  yet  a  week  old,  I  discovered  oue 
of  them  slaudiug  in  the  coop,  while  the  others  were 
outside  eating  with  the  cluck,  i  picked  it  up  at  once 
to  examine  it  tor  lice, and  it  began  to  peep  in  a  sort  of 
metallic  tone,  and  soon  began  to  gasp  for  air.  1 
thought  that  perliaps  something  was  sticking  iu  its 
throat;  and  went  to  give  it  a  driuk.  I  put  its  bill  into 
water,  and  it  began  to  sneeze  and  gasp  worse  than 
ever,  and  hail  a  rattling  sound  in  its  tlnoat;  in 
three  minutes  it  was  dead.  AVlien  dead  a  sort  of  yel- 
lowish slime  run  out  of  Its  mouth  and  nostrils.  I  cut 
it  open,  but  could  find  nothing  but  slime.  Do  you 
think  it  caught  cold  these  cool  nights?  I  feed  oatmeal, 
bread  crumbs,  and  millJ.  H.N.C. 

Alientown,  Pa. 

The  chick  had  a  cold,  and  would  probably 
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IS 

FREE. 


We  hold  this  special  sale  of  Cali- 
fornia Wines  for  a  special  purpose- 
to  become  belter  acquainted  willi 
our  public.  It  is  the  largest  ottering 
ever  made  in  New  England.  The 
wiues  are  the  product  ol  Ihe  bcsl 
vineyard  iu  sunny  California.  They 
have  been  carefully  and  fully  ma- 
tured, skillfully  handled,  and  are 
guaranteed  absolutely  satisfactory 
in  every  respect. 

Dealers,  Hotels,  Kestauranis  and 
Families  will  liud  this  an  exci-p- 
tional  opportunity  to  secure  a  sup- 
ply of  rich,  pure  and  healtliful  wiiu  .s 
at  the  lowest  prices.  They  are  sold 
with  our  personal  guaranty  fur 
(juallty.  You  can  send  your  order 
by  mail,  express,  telephone  or  leh - 
graph,  and  it  will  be  promptly  flilcil. 

Per  Gal. 
First  Quality  Port  Wine,  in 

jug  (jug  free)  81.00 

First  Quality  Sherry,  in  jug 

(jugfrecj   1.00 

First  Quality  Angelica  Wine, 

in  jug  Jug  free)   1.00 


Win.  Credeii  &  Co. 
IMPORTERS, 

94iEssex  Street, 
BOSTON,    -   .-    -  MASS. 


have  died  ;inyway  if  you  hat!  not  hastened  Its 
end  by  choking  it  to  death  trying  to  force  it 
to  drink,  and  getting  water  down  the  wiiul- 
pipe.  Doctoring  very  young  chicks  is  time 
and  money  wasted;  the  time  can  be  better 
spent  looking  after  the  well  ones,  and  doing 
the  best  you  can  to  prevent  them  from  getting 
sick. 


They  Are  Probably  .Sports. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  purcliased  a  Burred  P.  Hock  cock- 
erel lu  Ihe  fall  of  18U7,  and  paid  a  good  i>rlce  for  Idni, 
supposing  thai  he  was  a  pure  blood  P.  Itock. 

Last  year  I  mated  him  with  P.  Kock  hens,  which  I 
had  got  at  some  trouble  and  expi'iise,  and  the  chicks 
fritni  llie  mating  were  all  right,  au<l  of  a  good  color. 

'rills  ycarl  nialcil  hlin  with  the  same  hens  with  the 
addition  of  some  pullets  sired  [ty  him  last  year,  and 
ni\  chicks  are  condngsonie  B.  P.  Kock  color,  some 
white,  and  others  mixed.  1  can  only  account  for  it 
by  the  breiMlIng  to  Ihe  pullets,  and  the  combining  of 
the  same  si  rain  causes  the  other  color  to  show  anil 
the  Impure  breeding  to  con)e  to  light.  1  have  been 
very  careful  not  to  get  my  hens  mixed  in  any  way, 
and  cannot  Iliink  It  pusslble.  M'liat  do  you  think  Ihe 
while  Is?  C.  W.  1.. 

l.i  vanl.  Me. 

We  do  not  think  it  is  impure  blood,  but 
that  the  white  chicks  are  "sports;"  that  quite 
frequently  occurs,  especially  in  stock  origi- 
nally mixed  like  the  P.  Rocks  or  Silver  Wyan- 
dottes,  and  with  so  much  black  blood  in  the 
foundation  stock.    In  fact,  the  White  Ply- 


mouth Rocks  originated  as  sports  from  the 
R;irred  iu  this  way. 

If  your  cock  had  been  impure  blood  it 
would  have  shown  in  the  chicks  last  )ear, 
and  tlicy  would  have  come  in  all  sorts  of  color, 
probably. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  iiialing  of  the 
cock  to  his  daughters  intensified  a  tendency 
to  sport  in  this  case,  and  we  think  you  made 
a  mistake  to  inbroed  in  this  manner,  unless 
you  were  breeding  for  fine  feathers. 


Color  of  Chicks. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Please  let  me  know  wliat  color  Black 
Langshans  are  when  first  hatched.  I  bought  a  sit- 
ting of  eggs,  and  hatched  twelve  clilckens  from  fif- 
teen eggs.  They  are  black  on  head,  wings,  ;ind  back  ; 
neck,  breast,  etc.,  are  while.  My  neighbors  claim 
they  are  not  I.angshans  because  they  are  not  all  black. 

Beaumont,  Tex.  11.  V. 

Wait  until  the  chickens  fledge  before  you 
condemn  them.  Hlack  Langshan  chicks  are 
black  and  white  when  first  hatched,  and  not 
until  they  are  fully  grown  do  they  have  tbe 
rich  greenish  black  plumage  of  maturity. 

Many  chicks  are  of  a  dill'erent  color  when 
hatched  from  what  they  are  when  grown; 
as,  for  example,  Harred  P.  Kock  chicks  are 
black  and  while,  or  black  and  yellow,  when 
first  hatched,  and  some  AVhite  Wyandotte 
chicks  are  quite  brown  when  first  hatched. 


GOOD  HATCHES 


Result  from  keeping  the  breeders  clean  and  comfortable.  We  breed  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  lots  of  them;  use  Death  to  Lice  Powder;  sell  eggs  for 
hatching.  Note  resu"s:  Eugene  K.  Gerry,  Sanford,  Me.,  writes :  March 
26,  "J'J. —  "  Hatched  25  chickens  out  of  27  eggs  that  you  sent  me,  and  am  well 
pleased  with  them."  P.  Dempsey,  Cortland,  N.  Y.,  writes:  April  3il, 
'99.—  "  Hatched  24  strong  chickens  from  the  two  sittings  you  sent  me;  not  a 
deformed  one  in  the  lot." 


YOU  SET  HENS 

On  good  eggs,  and  they  will  do  the  rest.  Dust  tbem  well  with  Death  to  Lice,  and  they  will 
do  their  best.  No  sitter  can  settle  down  to  business  with  lice  and  mitfes  swarming  around  the 
nest.  Nothing  like  Lambert's  to  fix  them.  It  positively  will  not  injure  anything  but  vermin 
and  bad  smells. 

TO  MARK  CHICKENS 

Correctly,  you  need  a  good  punch.  We  illustrate  one  that  is  made  for  us  from  tool  steel, 
and  hardened;  then  well  handled.  It  will  do  more  and  better  work  than  any  other  marker 
on  the  market.   25c.,  postpaid. 

HEAD  LICE 

Are  what  kill  so  many  little  chickens  each  year. 
If  yours  do  not  grow,  pick  out  the  drooping  ones, 
and  look  on  the  top  of  their  little  heads  and  see 
what  you  see.  A  timely  application  of  Lambert's 
Death  to  Lice  Ointment  will  fix  these  pests,  and 
cause  the  chick  to  brighten  up  at  once.  100  doses 
10c. ,  postpaid. 

DEATH  to  LICE 
REMEDIES. 

"  Powder  "  for  dusting  fowls  and  sitters,  5  ounce 
sample,  lOc,  postpaid;  48  ounce,  50c. ;  100  ounce, 
$1,  by  express  from  here  or  nearest  agency. 

"  Ointment  "  for  head  lice  on  children  or  chickens 
also  scaly  shanks  on  fowls,  10  and  25c.,  postpaid. 

"Special"  for  making  a  liquid  louse  or  mite 
killer,  4  ounce,  enough  for  one  quart,  10c. ;  10  ounce, 
40c.,  postpaid. 

Agents'  Outfit,  $3.  Books,  "How  lO  Set  a  Hen,"  and  Full  Particulars,  Sent  Free. 

D.  J.  LAMBERT,  BOX  800,  Apponaug,  R.  1. 
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EgH  EaliiiR.  WantH.a  Homnmann  T^iqaid 
Lice  Killer. 

Mr.  KUltor:— I'leati-  ti;II  Id  Fakm-Poultky  liow  to 
stop  lit-iis  ealln;;  their  e;;pfi. 

Wliac  is  u  K""(i  liomcmailc  Il'iuld  Ucc  killer? 

Hancock, V.  U.  L.  C. 

To  stop  egg  eating  use  darkened  nests,  and 
leave  a  few  cbina  nest  eggs  lying  about  the 
pen  for  the  hens  to  i>ractlce  on.  When  they 
liod  that  it  hurts  them  to  pcclf  at  the  eggs 
they  will  give  it  up.  You  will  find  an  article 
on  the  "Egg  Eating  Vice,"  in  November  15th 
Issue. 

A  good  homemade  liquid  lice  l<iller  can  be 
made  by  dissolving  in  kerosene  all  it  will  hold 
of  napbtalenc  flakes.  In  October  loth  F.-P. 
we  gave  full  directions  how  to  make  and  use 
the  best  "  liquid  lice  destroyer." 


~^    We  would  not  advise  you  to  run  a  combina- 
tion of  the  two  breeds,  but  slick  to  one  breed. 

Neither  would  we  build  yards  three  hun- 
dred feet  long;  one  hundred  and  lifty  feet 
would  be  the  extreme  limit,  and  we  would 
build  those  as  per  diagram  iu  June  15th,  '98 
F.-P. 


F^ARM-- Poultry 


Juno  S 


Should  Feel  £ncourage<I. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Two  years  ago  my  liens  averaged 
104.7  eggs  each.  Last  year  1  trieil  to  follow  llie  tcaeli- 
lugsof  F.-P.,  and  avcra;.'ed  141.3  e^gs  per  hen,  with 
a  weekly  average  of  102  liens  for  the  year.  AVlieu  I 
read  of  flocks  laying  lS->  to  210  i  ggs  each  it  makes  rae 
feel  soniewliat  discourageil.  My  stock  Is  lilank  strain 
11.  1'.  Kocks.  Could  I  increase  tlie  egg  yield  per  lien 
Ijy  using  tlie  Eureka  nest  boxes,  and  breeding  from 
best  weekly  records?  Or  would  I  liave  to  wait  until 
tlie  year's  recoril  is  complete,  and  then  select  breeders 
for  another  year?  A.C.J. 

Burdelte,  So.  Dak. 

You  ought  to  feel  encouraged  if  in  one  year 
you  have  built  up  from  104  to  lil  eggs  each. 
None  of  the  great  laying  strains  have  been 
built  up  in  one  year.  For  example,  it  has 
taken  Mr.  Cox,  of  Pennsylvania,  si.v  or  eight 
years  to  get  up  to  where  he  is  now,  and  prob- 
ably a  couple  of  years  heuce  he  will  be  well 
past  the  200  eggs  mark. 

Yes,  we  would  say  most  decidedly,  get  the 
Eureka  nest  boxes,  and  breed  from  your  best 
layers.  You  could  breed  this  spring  from 
those  making  the  best  records  up  to  date, 
then  keep  right  on  with  the  records,  and  save 
those  that  make  the  best  yearly  averages  for 
next  year's  breeders.  It  is  undoubtedly 
better  to  breed  from  yearly  averages  than 
from  weekly  averages,  but  as  you  have  got  to 
wait  until  next  year  to  get  the  yearly  aver- 
ages, it  Is  obviously  wise  to  breed  from  the 
weekly  averages  this  year. 

It  will  take  but  a  few  weeks  experience 
with  the  Eureka  nest  box  to  show  you  that 
to  get  your  average  of  1-11  lust  year,  some  of 
the  birds  did  pretty  much  all  of  the  laying, 
and  some  were  sluggards;  indeed,  it  is  prob- 
able that  a  few  of  your  hens  last  year  laid  200 
eggs  each;  at  least,  we  would  think  so,  to 
brin^  up  tlie  average  of  the  whole  to  1-11  eggs 
each.  Y'ou  have  made  a  good  start.  Keep 
on. 


Chicks  Have  Colds. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Iliavetwo  luindreil  chicks,  and  tliey 
seem  to  be  strong  and  well  until  about  two  weeks  old, 
when  tliey  begin  to  have  sore  eyes.  1  have  to  wash 
their  eyes  open  so  they  can  see  to  eat.  I  have 
tried  every  tiling  1  know  of  for  niy  chicks,  and  wish 
you  would  let  nie  kuow  what  to  do  for  them. 

Waldolioro,  .Me.  .Mrs.  N.  C. 

The  chicks  have  slight  colds,  due  perhaps 
to  crowding.  Bathe  the  eyes  with  warm 
water  and  a  little  witch  hazel  extract.  In  the 
drinking  water  use  a  half-teaspoonful  of  the 
following  mi.Kture: — tincture  of  aconite,  ten 
drops;  tincture  of  bryonia,  ten  drops;  tinc- 
ture of  spongia,  ten  drops;  alcohol  enough  to 
make  one  fluid  ounce.   Mix  well. 


IIou8e  Ouestions. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  1  ain  lliinking  of  building  a  poultry 
house,  and  wouM  like  your  opinion  upon  my  plan.  It 
Is  to  be  100  feet  long  anil  14  feet  in  wiilth,  lathed  and 
plastcieil,  ccraeul  floor,  dlvldeil  into  ten  pens  10  x  14 
feel  eacli.  Of  course  the  house  will  face  the  south. 
Yarils  are  to  be  10  x  :»1K>  feel.  Will  this  house  acciuu- 
niodate 'iW  hensV  Single  Comb  Brown  l.i  gliorns  are 
niy  favorites,  but  like  White  Wyauilottes  nearly  as 
will,  as  they  are  a  better  fowl  for  market.  Would 
you  ailvise  changing  to  the  White  Wyandotles  —  or 
would  you  mil  a  roniblnation  of  both  kinds? 

Chenango  Forks,  N.  Y.  W.  H.  P. 

A  well  built  house  of  those  proportions 
should  give  you  good  results,  but  two  hun- 
dred and  tifty  hens  is  rather  steep  for  it. 
Y'ou  will  probably  got  more  eggs  per  hen  with 
two  hundred  in  it,  and  we  would  not  want  to 
put  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  AVhite 
Wyaudottes  in  a  house  of  that  size.  It  pays 
to  give  "  elbow  room  "  to  our  fowls. 

If  Brown  Leghorns  are  your  favorites  those 
are  tlie  fowls  you  will  ilo  best  with,  and  we 
would  say,  most  decidedly,  stick  to  them. 
We  think  White  Wyandottes  pay  a  better 
profit,  and  they  are  less  bother,  as  in  the 
matter  of  flying,  etc. 


Ku8ty  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  What  causes  my  Barred  I'lymouth 
Itocks  to  have  rust  on  their  feathers?  L.  J.J. 

Lock  Haven,  I'a. 

Itustiness  of  plumage  in  Barred  Plymouth 
Kocks  is  sometimes  due  to  e.xposure  to 
weather  and  sun.  For  the  most  part  it  is 
caused  by  breeding  from  birds  having  rust  or 
red  ill  feathers.  Like  the  black  ticks  in 
plumage  of  White  Wyandottes,  rust  may 
follow  the  frequent  introduction  of  new 
blood.  When  any  considerable  amount  of 
rust  or  redness  of  feathers  is  found  we  should 
doubt  the  purity  of  the  stock. 


Hens  Too  Fat. 

-Mr.  Editor:  —  Kindlyadvise  me  why  my  hens,  par- 
ticularly the  Bull  Leghorns,  go  on  the  nest  and  sit 
there  tor  an  hour  or  more,  and  come  off  williout  lay- 
ing an  egg.  E.A.M. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  hens  are  too  fat.  Make  them  work 
more  and  harder  for  their  food.  Feed  less 
grain,  and  more  green  food.  If  any  are  bag- 
ging down  behind,  with  abdomens  nearly 
touching  the  ground,  they  are  probably  egg 
bound,  and  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  kill  them 
for  the  pot. 


Is  Virginia  a  Good  Location? 

Mr.  Editor: —  Would  you  consider  Virginia,  tlic 
southern  part,  one  hundred  miles  back  from  the  coast 
in  the  "  Piedmont"  section,  a  good  location  for  the 
poultry  business  ?  H.H.J. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Yes,  we  would  consider  Virginia  a  very 
good  section  for  poultry  raising,  with  the  dis- 
advantage that  it  is  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  large  markets.  We  know  nothing 
of  the  southern  portion  of  the  state,  and  if 
we  were  free  to  choose  a  location  it  would  be 
iu  the  mountainous  region  of  the  central  or 
northern  central  part  of  the  state.  Our 
preference,  however,  may  be  because  we 
prefer  a  hilly  or  mountainous  country. 


Incubator  Troubles. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  We  are  having  trouble  with  our  incu- 
bators. The  best  we  have  been  able  lo  do  was  seven- 
teen chicks  from  fifty  fertile  eggs.  We  took  seven- 
teen from  one  machine  to  day.  They  seemed  all  right 
wlien  liatched.  They  dropped  into  the  nursery  on  a 
piece  of  Canton  flannel.  Eight  of  them  when  taken 
from  the  nursery  sprawl  and  cannot  stand  on  their 
feet ;  one  has  its  legs  thrown  out  of  joint  between  tlie 
tliigiiand  shank,  so  that  the  bones  protrude  through 
the  skin.  Is  there  any  way  to  overcome  tiiis  difficulty  ? 
Tlie  remainder  of  tiie  hatch  appear  to  have  died 
between  the  eighteenth  day  and  hatching  time. 
What  did  hatch  were  nearly  all  out  on  the  twenty- 
flrst  day,  and  the  rest  on  the  twenty-second. 

Salesville.  Mont.  P.  T. 

The  most  of  the  trouble  probably  rests  with 
the  breeding  stock.  Unless  the  breeders  are 
strong,  healthy,  and  of  sound  vigorous  stock 
they  cannot  produce  eggs  that  will  hatch  a 
fair  percentage  of  healthy  chicks.  The  late- 
ness and  condition  of  your  hatch  suggests 
also  that  you  did  not  run  the  machines 
properly.  We  cannot  teach  you  how  to  run 
your  incubator;  you  must  run  it  as  best  you 
can  according  to  the  manufacturer's  direc- 
tions; use  judgment  iu  attending  the  machine, 
and  heed  what  experience  teaches  you.  Y'ou 
make  a  mistake  in  running  several  makes  o| 
incubators.  Stick  to  one  make  of  the  stand- 
ard machines,  and  learn  how  to  run  that 
particular  kind  of  machine.  If  you  attempt 
to  run  several  makes  you  will  not  find  it  as 
satisf'actory. 

The  chick  with  the  injured  legs  was  prol>- 
ably  hurt  by  getting  its  foot  caught  in  the 
wire  mesh  of  the  tray,  or  in  dropping  into  the 
nursery.  A  burlap  mat  stretched  on  a  light 
frame  made  to  lit  the  floor  of  the  nursery, 
would,  we  think,  be  preferable  to  Canton 
flannel,  and  chicks  dropping  onto  it  would 
not  be  lialile  to  injury. 


liiittllng  in  Throat. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  I  am  having  trouble  with  a 
flock  of  White  Wyandottes,  and  should  like 
your  opinion  and  advice.  My  pen  consists  of 
twenty-one  pullets  and  two  cockerels,  which 
ra:i  alternate  days  with  the  flock.  They  are 
thoroughbred  and  very  fine.    Ten  I  rai.>ied. 


and  bought  the  rest.  I  bailt  a  scratching 
house  shed  10  x  50,  dividing  it  into  two  equal 
sized  pens,  putting  the  'Dottes  in  one,  and 
twenty-nine  Barred  Rocks  in  the  other,  both 
having  large  runs.  During  the  winter  I  fed 
for  a  time  iu  the  morning  a  warm  mash, three 
parts  bran  middlings,  seven  parts  ground  oats, 
three  parts  corn  meal,  and  every  other  day 
cooked  vegetables;  and  other  days  chopped 
clover  and  timothy  hay,  in  which  was  mixed 
the  above  grain,  adding  three  parts  ground 
meat  scraps.  At  noon  and  night  feeding 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat,  and  corn  in 
litter.  These  grains  were  mixed  according  to 
the  temperature.  The  pullets  under  this 
treatment  took  on  a  little  too  much  flesh.  I 
changed  the  mash,  giving  it  at  night,  and  cut 
down  on  quantity  of  grain  until  they  reached 
the  proper  condition  for  laying;  since  then 
they  have  laid  fairly  well. 
About  midwinter  I  noticed  one  of  the  pul- 
lets had  a  watery  and  frothy  eye ;  soon  this 
disappeared.  A  little  while  after  this  a 
number  appeared  to  have  a  cold,  with  a  sharp 
cough  and  diarrha-a.  I  gave  them  spirits  of 
camphor  iu  their  drinking  dishes.  This 
checked  the  diarrha-a,  and  the  slightly  oflen- 
sive  scent  from  it.  The  droppings  were  not 
bad  looking,  only  as  I  had  given  charcoal  in 
food,  the  feathers  were  soiled  around  the 
vent.  The  nostrils  were  stopped,  causing 
the  beak  to  be  opened  iu  breathing;  the 
breath  was  not  offensive.  I  next  gave  the 
Douglas  mixture,  which  helped  them  for  a 
time.  At  this  point  two  or  three  of  my  Rocks 
were  taken,  but  soon  got  well;  since  then 
they  have  not  been  troubled,  but  the  ■Dottes 
did  not  fare  so  well;  this  trouble  continued 
among  them  iu  the  form  of  a  cold,  slight 
watery  discharge  of  the  nostril,  which  in . 
some  instances  formed  a  dry  hard  substance 
on  the  beak.  The  cockerels  were  the  last  to 
come  down.  I  then  used  Dr.  Woods'  treat- 
ment given  in  Fakm-Poultry,  and  as  there 


OUK  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Sut>scribers.  One  is  icheji  urili?ig  our  Advertis- 
ing palrons  always  mention  FARJJ-FOULTRl'. 
Another  is  i/yoii  asi  them  q,ueslions^  alicays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  trill 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shoics  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  "Molasses  uill  catch  more  jiies  than 
vinegar^ ''  atid  those  v;ho  observe  it  are  served  first. 


A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon  Wick.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  i3r  Atlantic  Ave., Boston. 

A.  P.  ALIEN,  Wesleyville.  Pa.  Lt.  Brahmas.  B.  P. 
Rocks,  S.C.  \V.  Legiiorns,  W.  Cochins,  S.  S.  Ham- 
hurgs,  Pekin  ducks.  You  can  order  eggs  directly 
from  this.  $1  per  13:  $2.50  per  40;  $4.00  per  100. 
Bronze  turkey  eggs,  $1.50  per  10. 

BUFF  LEGHORNS,  Arnold  and  Shepherd  strains. 
Eggs  $1  per  15.   Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  X.  Y. 

BURDIUK'S  Buff  Rocks,  good  size  and  color. 
Eggs,  $1  per  13.  P.  W.  Noyes, Mystic,  Conn. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,Pa.,bieeds  Pekin  Ducks. 
\V  bite  Cochins,  S.  S.  Hamburgs.  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns, B.  P.  Rocks,  and  Bronze  Turkeys.  Fowls 
for  sale,  and  eggs  in  season.  Pit  Games,  eggs  and 
fowls;  write  for  wants. 

GOLDEN,  Silver,  and  Buff  Wyan.  breeders  low. 
Eggs  now  $1 ;  50  good  laying  1S9S  hatch  females, 
12c.  lb.  (not  for  breeding).  F.  S.  Teuney,  Box  45, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

HOUDANS.  No  stock.  Eggs  in  season.  A.  W. 
Tyler,  79  .\ndover  St.,  Peabody,  Mass. 

HURLBERT'S  Buff  Leghorns  are  large  size  and 
tine  even  buff  color.  Eggs,  $1  per  15.  I  guarantee 
10  chicks  from  each  silting.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert, 
Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

IF  YOU  are  looking  for  birds  tliat  combine  show 
qualities  and  utility,  try  my  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns. 
They  have  won  their  share  of  prizes  ai  tlie  leading 
shows  tor  years.  At  Boston,  9y.  on  2  entries  won 
2d  hen, °2d  cockerel.  Eggs,  $1.50  sit.:  $2.25  2  sit.: 
$.■?  3  sit.;  $S  per  100.  C.  H.  Annable,  Danvers, 
Mass. 

JODREY'S  SILVER  WY.4N.  won  more  prizes  in  . 
New  York  and  Boston.  "Ki.  than  any  oilier  exhib- 
itor—  IS  prizes  on  18  entries.  In  o'years.  includ- 
iiiga  sliows,  112  Silvers  exhibited,  every  bird  -won. 
Experts  call  iiiy  birds  the  best  laced  birds  in  tlie 
U.S.  If  you  want  the  best,  give  me  a  call.  Circu- 
lar free.  Eggs  $3  per  13.  John  C.  Jodrev,  Box 
146,  Danvers.  .Mass. 

KNIGHT'S  R.C. Brown  Leghorn  eggs,  $1  perl5:or 
$5  per  11X1  after  June  1st.  Breeders  for  sale  cheap 
to  make  room  for  chicks.  Geo.  A.  Eniglil, 
Peabody,  Mass. 

RO.SE  and  Single  Comb  Black  Minorcas.  prize  stock. 
E;;>:s  from  Single  Combs  $1  per  15:  Ro.se  ConUis 
$1..50  per  1.5.   Geo.  A.  Hiirlliert.  Cuyler,  N.  V. 

WHITE  Wyaudottes  exclusively.  -Early  prolific 
laying  strain,  dark  brown  eggs.  bre<l  for  practical 
purposes.  Eggs  13.  $1:  incubator  eggs.  $4  per  100. 
Stock  iu  season.  1".  11.  White,  No.  Atllelioro.  .Mass. 

WH  ITE  Wyandottes,  prolific  lavers  of  large  brovyn 
eggs.   W.  E.  -Mack.  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WY.4NDOTTES,  strong,  vigorous,  pro- 
lific laying  farm  raised  stock.  Eggs  from  lOchoico 
pens  $1  per  15:  $3  per  :*>:  $5  per  \W.  White  P. 
Hock  eggs  s,anie  price.  A  few  9  lb.  cockerels  $3 
each.  Geo.  ,\.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WH.  WY.A.ND.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,  N.  .1. 

WV.\NnOTTES,  White  and  Buff.  Circular  free. 
Rusli  Vaugliau,  Woodstnck.  Vt. 


Buyers'  Directory. 


CLASSIFIED  AbVERTISEMESTS  only  trill  t» 
printed  under  this  heaiiitig;  no  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  dis/. lay  other  than 
the  initial  trord  orname  alloired;  no  limit  to  length 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  Ike 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  trishes;  alt  space 
used  except  classified  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  everf 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  iinefor  any  number  of  linet 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  trords  trill  make  a  line;  allparlt 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a    busijiess  directory,'^ 

BANTAMS. 

UFF  COCHIN.-i.  At  G.ouccjicr,  1st  cock'l,  Isl 
hen,  1st  pen.   Eggs  $1  per  13. 
 L.      Bulman.  Rockport.  Mass. 

BRAHMAS. 

T.  BR.4.U.>I.A.!i,   large    \ii:oii.us  laini  bred. 
U  Eggs$l  per  15;  So  per  100.    Liberal  discount  on 
larger  orders.  George  Howanl.  Easton.  Mass. 

I.iST  call.  Silliersteiirs    llartiu  st  Biahmas,  yog 
J   kuow  what  thev  are.    Kggs,  $1-13. 
  Frank  t  raiidall.  Ho|n  Valley.  R.  I. 

IIGHT  BKAHMAS  from  the  best  si  rain  in  the 
J   world,  viz.:  Silberstein's  Hartnesl  Farm  stock. 
Prices  of  eggs  reduced  after  June  1st. 
 Fn-d  K.  Kr>dnKiii.  142  .'^bi-pard  St..  Lynn.  Mass. 

BREEDING  STOCK. 

I^^it  l  anu.  W  ai  iier,  N.  il.  J;r.  c-g  prolific  lay- 
4  4  \J  ing  standard  W.  W  y..  Bar.  P.  Rocks.  LU 
Urahs.  C.  1.  Games.  Large  farm  raised  stock  $1  to  SS, 
Eggs  13.  $1.25;  :30.$2;  48.  $:>:  W.$5.  

1  i\  HENS  nd  cock,  $10.  BuU  and  Wh.  Rock,  Buff 
±\J  Wy..  Huff  Leg.     E.  A.  Slandish.  An.iovt  r,  Ct. 

KEEUING  sti.ck.  IL.udans.  White  P.  Rocks,R. 
r.li.  l.L-g.    J.b.  S|iaiigler.  Mi-chanicsburg,  P«. 


B 


COCHINS. 


B 


UFF  (.  ucliius.   Htr>t  in-n  I  ever  Ivjlk],  E'^tis  $1  per 
 L.  G.  iiiitiija.li,  Rnokpdrl,  Mass, 


DUCKS. 


]%  !  A.>lMOTH  deep  kee.ed  first  prize  Pekins. 
jyJL  Sccoud  touone.  Eggs,  $1..5iJ  per  doz.  :$«  per  IKt 
Book  orders  early.   H.  G  \\  orih.  Nantucket.  Slass. 


Breeders  and  Marketmen.  p 


PEKIN  DUCKS.  Do  vou  want  laying  stock  for 
next  season?  If  so,  buy  your  birds  now  and 
know  you  get  early  hatched  birds.  \\  c  have  on  band 
300  JIarcli  and  April  hatched,  and  will  sell  cheap, 
eitiier  for  present  or  future  delivery.  Write  for 
prices.  Robt.  W.  Emerton  Poultr>-  Farm. 

 Wesiville,  X.  J. 

EKIN  Duct:  eg^s,  from  flue  large  birds  $1  per  15; 
$;>  per.j<i.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert.  Cuyler.  N.  Y. 


►  EKIN  duck  eggs  (Pollard,  Mar\ brook  ;  $1  -  11; 

$5  -  100.    Ducklings,  2.5c.  each. 
 Alf.  Leeson,  Box  IIS,  Pt.  Chester.  N.  Y. 


EGGS. 


ftr/^C.  per  doz.:  $3.51,1  per  Ue,  \\  yckoU  siraiu  White 
Ovr  Le:r.  eggs.  CI  r.  free.  S.  J.  Bislu>p. Cheshire,  CU 
»  ^rHITE  Wv .,  e.\tra  dark  eg;;  sir.,  bred  for  eggs, 
TT    $lp»-rsit.  Wm.C.  Rayuioud.  Bridgewaler.Vt. 

I'  INUEN  L.A.WN  Farming  Co..  Ulnev.  Illinois, 
^  breeders  of  W'y.,  Wh.  Leg..  Pekin  ducVs.  Bn»nze 
turkeys.  Orders  booked  for  t-ggs  from  choice  matiiigs. 

ONTARIO  Farm.  Eggs  $1  sit.    S.  C.  «  .  L«  gli..rns. 
W.  Wyan.  and  Games.  Hens  $1  each.  Prize 

w  iuners.  Circular.   George  R.  Hyde.  Appleton.  N.  Y. 

CHOICE  eggs. for  hatching.  White  Holland  tur- 
keys, Embden  geese.    White   guineas,  W.  P. 
Rocks.        Mrs.  Mary  J.  Heath.  Bookwaller.  Ohio. 

FEATHERS. 


.ANTED,  Dry  picki-^t  lieu  lYailiL-rv.  Iii»;Iit'j*t 
pricf  s  i^aid.    Na^llua  Pillow  (_  ■  ■..  Nashua.  N.  H. 


GAMES. 


►  IT  G.\.>1E  FOWLS  and  Bull  Terrier  Dovs. 
  J.  P.  (  '.ilhy.  Newbiiryporl.  .Ma>s. 


HAMBURGS. 


BL.4CK  H.4.MBI  KGS,  a  limited  number  of 
eggs  at  5:3  per  15:  from  standard  high  class  exhi- 
bition and  laviiiiT  stock:  won  Isl  exhibition  pen 
Boston.  l.s».     HeVbert  M.  Howes.  Winchester.  M:iss. 


HOUDANS. 


H 


Ol'D.\N  cL'^;..  rl  i>i  r  1-.;  W  .  H.  Turkey  ef;g>.  S! 
per  11.         G.  .\.  lloharl.  (  hitleiianyo.  N.  Y. 


H 


OUDANS.  ^^  iuners  at  .\iuesbury.  Rucbesler. 
Beverlv  and  Lvnii.    Eirgs.  $1  per  13. 

'.Marshall     Co..  i:..wky.  M:i>^. 


INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

THE    PEKFECTEI)    INCl  l'..\TOi:,    1  ;i>li. 
installmeuis.  or  rented.    The  Perfected  Regula- 
tor fits  any  incubator;  4c.  in  stamps  for  circular. 

H.  n.  Moiillon.  Taunton.  Mass. 


LANGSHANS. 


B 


L.\CK  Lanu'sbaus.   Choice  bieeiliiix  >t'ick.  15 
;.s.  51.25."       .lohn  Tufts.  Rockp.irt.  Ma~.~. 


LEGHORNS. 


OSE  C.  B.  Leghorns  —  s|ieeially  13  years.  Egcs 
from  prize  winners.  $l.Wi  per  15:  $2..50  |ier  '■)>. 


R 


From  free  range  flocks.  $4..tO  per  W). 

 J.  L.  liandolph.  Bartlelt.  <i. 

MINORCAS. 

O.SE  Comb  Black  .Minorcas.    >ortliup  sir.,  won 

 1st  on  ben,  "99.  New  York  show,  iu  comiietiiioii 

\yith  Mr.  Northup.  El'i-'s,  $1..50  a  sitting  rest  of  season. 

II.  W.  l{olin.34  N.91h  St..  Reading.  I'a. 

EGGS  giiaraeleed  lo  batch,  regardless  oldislanco, 
from  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Black  Minorcas  I  hat 
liaye  a  worldwide  reputation  as  "best  for  show  and 
utility."  .\.  tew  ■rood  breeders  cheap,  l.art-e  catalogue. 

Box  7ri.  Ge<i.  H.  Northup.  Raceville.  Wash.f  o..N.'^  ■ 
]%|"INOKCAS  exclusively.  Eggs  $1..5<i  per  13;  tS 
Ifi  per  1110.  Breeders  after  Mav  i5lh  Great  lavers. 
Rowland  Storv.Sec'v  .American  Black  MinorcaCluli, 
IS7  .\rlin^'lon  .\v..  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.  

ROSE  and  single  Comb  Black  Minorcas.  Ft'gs 
•  from  Sinjirle  Combs,  $1  per  15;  Rose  Combs.  $1.50 
per  15.  5  tine  Rose  Comb  ofickerels.  $1..50e.ach. 

It.  o.  a  .  Hurlbert.  Tin  'er.  N.  Y. 


ORPINGTONS. 


BITFF  ORPS.    Miss  Edwards,  .  xporlrr  of  win- 
ners of  firstsand  seconds.  New  York  show.  Ks'J'S 
$;!  doz.  Coaley  Poultry  Farm,  Dursley.Glos.Jiugi.»"d. 
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was  a  rattling  in  the  throat  I  wwabhed  it  out 
with  hydrogen  dioxide.  Tliis  ciuiised  tlie 
mucus  In  the  throat  to  turn  whitish  in  color, 
and  thicken.  Only  once  for  a  day  or  so  did  1 
notice  any  otfensive  breath.  This  was  from 
one  of  the  cockerels;  ou  examination  I  found 
liis  throat  slightly  cankered.  1  swabbed  it 
with  the  dioxide,  when  it  soon  disappeared. 
Since  then  my  cockerels  have  been  more  or 
less  hoarse,  with  a  rattling  in  the  throat, 
which  gives  way  to  Ire.itment,  and  then 
returns.  They  are  in  good  health  so  far  as  a 
red  comb,  lively  plumage,  appetite,  and  gal- 
lantry to  hens  are  concerned.  Among  the 
pullets  I  notice  occasionally  a  little  rattling  in 
the  throat,  and  a  watery  discharge  of  the 
nostrils.  They  are  active,  singing  as  if  they 
enjoyed  life,  and  have  laid  as  well  as  ordinary 
fowls  do.  Once  In  a  while  this  trouble  breaks 
out  among  my  B.  Leghorns,  which  have  acci- 
dentally come  in  contact  with  the 'l)ottes.  I 
take  great  care  to  keep  the  droppings  boards 
clean,  and  well  covered  with  coal  ashes. 

I  was  in  hopes  that  this  trouble,  whatever 
it  is,  would  disappear  when  warm  pleasant 
weather  came.  I  have  kept  hens  for  years, 
and  never  had  any  sickness  among  them  until 
now,  consequently  lam  not  able  to  diagnose 
the  disease,  if  it  is  a  disease.  F.  E.  E. 

Glenora,  N.  Y. 

[Your  fowls  have  a  recurrent  croupous 
inflammation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  air 
passages.  It  not  uncommonly  follows  colds 
that  have  not  been  under  treatment  suffi- 
ciently long  or  well  to  establish  a  permanent 
cure.  Try  using  in  the  drinking  water  used 
for  afTected  birds  two  grains  of  tartar  emetic 
in  each  quart  of  water.  Examine  throats 
carefully  for  any  canker  patches,  and  if  found 
touch  them  with  a  little  muriate  tincture  of 
iron,  with  a  little  glycerine  applied  daily  with 
a  feather  tip  until  patches  disappear.  Con- 
tinue treatment  for  a  week  after  you  think 
you  have  therii  cured.  If  weather  is  pleasant 
do  not  confine  the  birds,  but  keep  them  away 
from  those  not  so  afTected.—  Ed.I 


Poultry  in  California. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  In  reading  the  article  in 
your  most  v:duable  paper  of  April  15tb,  enti- 
tled, "  Poultry  in  Southern  California,"  lean- 
not  but  think  that  gentleman  did  not  fully 
investigate  the  raising  of  poultry  in  our  most 
valuable  state.  I  live  a  short  distance  north 
of  the  center  of  the  state,  but  am  somewhat 
familiar  with  the  conditions  in  the  southern 
part  also. 

I  cannot  see  for  my  part  why  some  of  our 
large  poultrymen  do  not  write  of  the  wonder- 
ful opportunities  our  state  affords.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  does  not  speak  very  well 
of  our  state.  In  his  article  he  says  there  is  no 
grass  at  all.  He  must  have  been  here  in  the 
middle  of  the  summer,  for,  with  a  very  little 
rain  everything  is  green,  and  we  nearly 
always  have  plenty  of  green  food  from  Octo- 
ber till  June,  which  leaves  only  four  months 
in  which  green  food  has  to  be  supplied,  and 
with  very  little  irrigation  this  can  be  done. 

Now  he  says  that  most  all  poultry  seen  here 
is  common  or  mixed  stock.  I  will  admit  that 
the  greater  portion  of  It  is,  and  is  that  not 
true  pretty  much  all  over  the  country?  Even 
in  New  England,  the  home  of  good  poultry, 
T  think  the  majority  of  the  stock  is  common 
or  mixed.  If  the  gentleman  has  taken  pains 
to  investigate  the  poultry  industry  in  this 
state,  he  would  certainly  have  changed  his 
mind.  If  he  will  visit  some  of  our  poultry 
farms  at  San  Jose,  liiverside,  Oakland,  Pla- 
cerville,  Petaluma  and  elsewhere,  be  would 
see  that  we  have  as  fine  poultry  here  as  there 
is  anywhere.  Again,  he  stales  that  poultry 
imported  here  from  the  east,  or  hatched  from 
eggs  imported  from  the  east,  do  not  do  well, 
that  they  degenerate  in  a  very  short  time. 
Here  again  I  must  disagree  with  him.  He 
gives  as  the  reason  too  much  hot  and  dry 
weather.  I  cannot  see  any  need  of  poultry 
degenerating  for  that  reason,  for  with  a  little 
labor  one  can  have  a  cool  place,  and  not  too 
dry,  either.  I  think  poultry  stands  this 
climate  as  well  as  that  of  the  east.  Lice  and 
roup  are  the  two  great  drawbacks,  he  states. 
I  will  admit  that  lice  multiply  very  fast,  but 
they  can  be  got  rid  of  as  well  as  anywhere 
else,  and  lice  can  certainly  be  kept  under 
control  anywhere  if  the  care  is  taken  to  do  it. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
if  they  have  not  lice  to  contend  with  In  the 
east  as  well  as  here. 


As  to  roup,  they  may  have  it  where  he  was, 
but  1  will  >;iy  that  there  is  very  little  of  it  in 
this  section  of  the  state.  It  is  almost  unknown 
here,  and  I  doubt  in  my  own  mind  if  one  ever 
has  roup  here  the  same  as  in  the  east. 

This  Maine  poultrynum  speaks  of  freights 
being  so  high  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
consumers  to  Import  clover  aird  other  green 
food  from  the  east  here.  Well,  1  cannot  see 
that  there  is  any  need  of  importing;  no,  I 
know  there  is  no  need,  for  our  bountiful  state 
produces  all  the  food  that  anyone  could  desire 
to  have.  The  reason  that  horses  are  turned 
out  to  shift  for  themselves  is  that  the  country 
is  overrun  with  them,  and  horses  are  cheaper 
than  the  food  they  consume.  It  Is  quite  true 
that  there  has  been  much  dry  weather  in  the 
south  for  the  past  three  years,  but  we  should 
not  judge  the  whole  state  by  that  i)art  of  It. 

If  our  Maine  friend  will  come  back  to  Cali- 
fornia and  visit  some  of  our  poultry  shows,  1 
think  he  will  see  some  birds  at  least  equal  to 
your  eastern  birds,  and  can  find  parts  of 
California  certainly  that  are  as  well  adapted 
to  poultry  culture  as  the  east,  and  some  parts 
that  have  many  advantages. 

Gridley,  Butte  Co.,  Cal.  Mrs.  L.  C.  O. 
•  [iMrs.  O.  loses  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  applied 
to  southern  California  exclusively,  and  the 
newspaper  rejjorts  of  almost  no  rainfall  for 
three  years  In  succession  there  corroborate 
his  statements.  Central  and  northern  Cali- 
fornia have  recently  had  rains,  but  Los 
Angeles,  (if  we  remember  aright),  had  no 
more  than  a  heavy  dew.  Under  those  con- 
ditions irrigation  becomes  impossible,  since 
the  streams  and  resfervoirs  are  dry,  and  there 
is  no  supply  to  draw  upon. — Ed.] 


Plymouth  Kecks  Lay  Well. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  A  laying  record  from  Iowa 
may  interest  some  of  your  readers. 

My  finest  Barred  P.  Rock  hens  are  my  best 
layers.  There  are  twelve  females  (yeariing) 
in  this  breeding  yard.  Following  figures 
represent  the  number  of  eggs  laid  by  eight  of 
these  hens  from  January  1st,  1899,  to  date 
(May  8th):  88,  86,  83,  81,' 80,  80,  78,  77;  total 
number  of  eggs  laid  by  eight  hens  in  128  days, 
653,  an  average  of  a  little  more  than  19  eggs 
for  each  hen  per  month  of  30  days. 

The  remaining  four  hens  in  this  yard  laid 
from  January  1st  to  April  5th,  following 
number  of  eggs:  69,  63,62,  60  — total  258  eggs. 
The  first  of  April  these  four  hens  became 
broody,  and  as  I  needed  sitters  badly,  I 
"coaxed"  them  to  incubate.  They  were 
removed  to  the  sitting  house,  and  given  eggs, 
and  by  the  way,  the  four  hens  came  off  with 
fifty-eight  chicks.  These  hens  are  now  in  the 
breeding  yard,  and  three  of  them  have  begun 
to  lay  (one  egg  each  today). 

March  24th  one  of  the  hens  in  this  yard  laid 
two  eggs ;  March  29th  another  laid  two  eggs ; 
April  10th  the  third  hen  laid  two  eggs,  and 
today  (May  8th)  the  fourth  hen  laid  two  eggs. 
These  eggs  hatch,  and  the  chicks  are  all  right. 

I  have  never  had  hens  of  any  breed  other 
than  B.  P.  Rocks  to  lay  two  eggs  a  day,  and 
until  this  season  one  such  hen  was  all  I  could 
boast  of.  L.  I).  W. 

Kuoxville,  Iowa. 


The  Puritan  Poultry  Supplies. 

We  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of 
F.-P.  readers  to  the  advertisement  of  poultry 
supplies,  especially  of  "  Puritan  Chick  Food," 
advertised  by  the  Puritan  Poultry  Farms, 
Stamford,  Ct.  We  visited  the  Puritan  Poul- 
try Farm,  in  April,  a  year  ago,  reporting 
what  we  saw  there  In  May  15th,  '98,  F.-P., 
and  told  of  the  wonderfully  good  hatching 
we  saw  being  done  there,  ("  926  chickens 
from  a  total  of  1200  eggs  put  into  four  SOO  egg 
Prairie  State  Incubators),  but  the  thing  that 
pleased  us  most  was  the  strength  and  vigor, 
the  ability  to  "  gro»/v,"  manifest  in  the  several 
thousand  chicks  in  the  brooder  houses.  That 
fine  growth,  resulting  in  the  marketing  of 
thirty-six  thousand  pairs  of  broilers  last  year, 
is  largely  due  to  the  Puritan  Chick  Food,  a 
special  preparation  of  their  own,  and  which 


BUY  "DIRECT  FROM  FACTORY,"  BEST 

MIXED  PAINT5 

AfWriOL.ESAI.E  PRICES,  Delivered  FREE 
For  Honges,  Barns,  Roots,  all  colors,  and  SA  \'E  Dealers 
profits.  lo  nse  54  years.  Endorsed  bf  Orange  &  Farmers 
Alliance.  Low  nrices  wl!l  ■surprise  yon.  Write  (or  Samples. 
0.  W.  lNQ£iiSOU.     269 1  :ymoutii  St.,  erooklyo:  N.  Y. 


Have  for  many  years  been  the  popular  family  medicine  wherever 
the  English  language  is  spoken,  and  they  now 

STAND  WITHOUT  A  RIVAL 

In  curing  Indigestion,  Sick  Headache,  Constipation,  and  all  Bilious 
and  Nervous  Disorders. 

10  cents  and  25  cents,  at  all  drug  stonesm 


they  are  now  prepared  lo  put  u|Kjn  the 
market.  Others  can  make  their  chicks  grow 
If  they  will  feed  I'urltan  Chick  Food,  and 
follow  Puritan  Poultry  Farms'  thorough 
methods. 

The  Puritan  Poultry  Farms  advertise  to  sell 
broiler  size  chicks,  and  in  this  they  "  fill  a 
long  felt  want,"  as  we  have  many  inriuiries  as 
to  where  chicks  can  be  obtained,  the  cockerels 
being  wanted  for  eating,  and  the  pullets  to 
raise  for  layers.  A  circular  giving  full  par- 
ticulars will  be  mailed  to  any  address  upon 
request  sent  to  the  Puritan  Poultry  Farms, 
Stamford,  Ct. 


M 


PATENTS.  

ONKY  to  patent  )i*Hn\  idea^;  may  he  sceurod  l»y 
our  ahi.   Tlic  Palt-nl  Uooord,  Ilaitlmon*,  Md. ' 


PET  STOCK. 


FOR  SALK.SiiiiinuM-Wodii  ducks, swans,  Mxmlarln 
ducks.  Peafowls,  Califcirula  (luails,  day  S(|uir- 
Tf  Is.  etc.  Scliniid's  Etiip<iriuui  (»f  rets,  712  -  I'Jth  8(. 
N.  \V.,  Washiujtlon,  I).  C.   


PIGEONS. 


LIj  VAK.  of  tii^li  i-lasb  laucy  piKeoiisand  rahliils. 
L   liest  t-tock  for  the-  lowest  money.  Circular  free. 

C.  <'.  Staiiirer,  Verntield,  l*a. 


W 


ANTKD,  Mulled  legged  Myiug  Tuninicrs  and 
Swallow  pijjeiins.   \V.  I).  I'lH  ier,  Oastine,  Me. 


 PLYMOUTH  ROCKS.  

er  GOOD  W.  1'.  Kuck  pullets  and  -ib  iiens  fur 
sale.  Eggs  for  liatclnng  fioin  good  vigorous 
slock,  $1  per  silting.  Gen  y  B.  Lawrence, 
 Canal  Poultry  Yards,  Aslihy.  Mass. 

URGESS'  POULTRY  FARM,  Ijreedeis  of 
Bar.  i'.  Kocks.   Eggs  and  cliickeus  a  specialty. 

Nantucket,  Mass. 


B 


M.4MMOTH  Wiiite  P.  Kocks,  Hawkins  and  Tay- 
lor strain,  8i  and  9  III.  pullets,  mated  to  11  and 
12  lb.  cocks;  15  colTee  colored  egKS,$l.SO. 
 H.J.  \V.  Fay,  Westboro.  Mans. 

I AM  still  breeding  pure  W.  P.  Rock  fowls.  My 
fowls  liave  free  range  and  are  liealtliy,  $1  for  15. 
Mrs.  Lillian  Braml,  Burke,  Franklin  Co..  N.  Y. 


w. 


p.  ROCKS,  winners  at  Boston,  18M  Cir. 
free.   H.  A.  Nourse,  Box  90fi,  Barre,  Mass. 


 POULTRY  FARMS.  

FOR  SALE,  clieap,  poultry  farm  in  Franklinville, 
N.  Y.  Everytiiing  new  and  up  to  date.  Small  pav- 
ment  ilown.  Inijuire  of  Aslier  Cutler,  Holland.  N.  Y. 

FOR. SALE,  Stock  and  fixtures  of  poultry  yard 
house  of  eiglit  rooms.    Rent  ten  dollars  per 
month.    Maitland  Thomson,  Port  Ricliniond,  N.  V  . 

FOR  SALE,  a  well  advertised  and  very  well 
located  poultry  farm,  good  market,  good  builil- 
Ings,  everytiiing  first  class.  Tills  is  a  model  plant,  and 
anyone  wisliing  a  good  place  that  is  healthy,  etc., 
slionid  address, 

 O.  IJncoln  Orr,  Box  1,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


OURS  WON  FIRST  ou  cock,  lieu,  cockerel  and 
pullet,  and  all  second  premiums  but  one  on  same 
at  last  Boston  show.  We  have  ten  breeding  yards,  and 
are  sliipping  R.  I.  eggs,  best,  $3  per  sitting;  two  for 
$5;  tliree  f or  $8.  Second  best, $2  per  sitting;  Iwofor 
$3;  five  for  $8.  Second  grade  Rose  Comb  Red  eggs 
on  short  notice,  $11  per  100.  Hens  and  pullets  for 
sale  in  June,  and  young  stock  In  September.  Illus- 
trated circular  atid  price  list  tree.  Farm  at  West 
Mansfield,  Mass.  Samuel  C^usliman, 
 I'awlnckel.  K.  I. 

R I.  REDS  exclusively.     Eggs  JL/iO  for  15. 
E.  A. Hall.  (iOHighSt..  North  Altlelxiro.  Mass. 

MY  R.  I.  Reds  and  ButT  Leghorns  are  prolific 
winter  layers.   Have  a  few  more  sittings  to 
spare  at  $1.  Wni.  Tlionipson.  Beverly.  Mass. 

CI  REAM  of  R.  1.  Reds  —  winners  at  Boston,  Brock- 
y  ton.  Fall  River,  and  R.  I.  slate  fair.  Flneiearly 
maturing  stock.  Chicks  liatclied  before  September 
lay  in  winter.  Eggs  at  reduced  price  after  .Juu(>  1st. 
Stock  lor  sale.  J.  Crowther, 
 Fall  River.  Mass.,  sec.  R.  I.  Red  Club. 

FOURTH  YEAR  A  BREEDER  <it  Rhode 
Island  Reds.  I  have  three  hundred  of  these 
beautiful  birds,  all  raised  on  my  farm.  Eggs  five 
cents  each  for  tliirty  or  more. 

A.  E.  Ciiinuiings.  Tliidtion,  N.  IT. 

TOBACCO  DUST. 

Now  is  the  time  to  Htrlit  vermin,  and  tobacco  dust 
is  universally  acknowledged  the  best  and  cheap- 
est insecticide.   100  lbs.  $2;  200  lbs.  $3;  500  Ills.  $5. 

Collingwood  Gordon,  Salem,  Va. 

TURKEYS. 

EGGS  from  large  lieallhy  \\  hite  Holland  turkeys 
of  the  finest  strains,  20c.  each.     (Jood  hatch 
guaranli  i'd.  Thos.  Ilaiillon.  Wiylon.  Pa. 

WANTED. 


/"ANTED  an  exiieriem  ed  duck  picker. 

Apply  to  Oxford  Poultry  Farm.  Oxford.  Pa. 


CORRESPONDENCE    wauled  willi  an  exper. 
pouUrvnian,  having  say  $20(  0  capital,  who  would 
like  to  put  it  against  an  ideal  farm  near  a  city  of  .')0,000, 
and  raise  poultry  on  a  largescale. 
  Adilress  Lock  Box  718,  Erie,  Pa. 

SITUATION  on  poultry  farm  bv  young  man. 
Richard  Myers,  95  12lli  St.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 


"■"■^TANT  asobersteady  young  man,  to  work  on  our 
»T    poultry  farm.    Pay'$12  per  montli  and  boiird, 
and  more  wlien  he  is  worth  it. 

Address  Cliesapeake  Poiill  ry  Farm.  Chase,  Md. 

WANTED.  Ladies'  anil  genfs  wliei  l.liu-ubal.ir, 
casli,  or  oilers,  In  exchange  foi-  A  \<t.  1  sh-  w 
bred  ^lock.  S.  S.  llamliurgs.  li.  li.  H.  and  R.  P. Game 
H.ilil-,  G.  S.  Haul  ^.  ('ha--.  Si'hild.  I.nii.i.  Mich. 

WYANDOTTES. 

WHITE  WyaiiduUi  s  exclusncly.  Cliolce  pens 
mated  toD  and  10  Ih.  males.  I'l.x'lra  good  lay(?rs, 
brown  egg  strains,  bred  for  utllUv  as  well  as  beauty. 
Eggs  $1  per  1.5;  iiiciibalor  eggs  Hm.  $1.  Satisfaction 
guaranleed,  i-lrcular  free.      li.  Hillings,  (li.erliii.  ii. 

1"7r»/«  K.\I{,'»1,  Warner,  ,\ .  II.  I'mlllic  bi  .  igg 
4  t  \y  farm  raised  W.  \\  v.,  liar.  P.  Rocks, 
C.  1.  (;ames.  LI.  lirahs.  Stock  $1  to  $3.  Satisfaction. 
Eggs  13.  $1.25;  ;)0.  ?2;  48.  $3;  $5.  

NOBSCOTMT.  .STRAIN.  Pure  W  hile  Wvan. 
F.ggs  for  lialcliiiig,  $2  per  15;  2  slllings.$;j..')0; 
3  for  $5.  Iiicu.  eggs,  price  on  appticalioii.  Nobscol 
Ml.  I'oiillry  Farm.     P.W.Jones,  So.  Sudbury,  Mass. 

W"  HITE  Wyau.  exclu.      Prolific   layers,  farm 
raised.  Eggs  $2  per  1.) ;  S5iier:i9.  Iiicu.eggs$5 
per  100.   C.  E.  Wliiti-,  Fox  Cliase,  I'liilaili-lpliia.  Pa. 
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UFF  WYANDOTTE  eggs.  $1  for  13. 

T.  F.  Jenulugs,  I  I  Everell  Sl.,Lyini,  Mass. 


ky-t  •>-K«i<;  While  W'vaiidollcs.  Diisloii  sir..  pi-|ze 
^  l^»f  winners,  ;  to  7  1-2  lb.  pnlli  ls  inaled  wilh  'j  lo 
10  1b.  vigorous  farm  raiseil  cockerels.  Small  combs, 
snow  white  plumage,  orange  yellow  legs  and  beakE. 
15  brick  colored  eggs,  $1.50:  $0  per  100;  cockerels, 
S3  each.  11.  J.  W.  Fay,  Wi  slboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYAN.  exclu.  Vanglian's  dark  iirowu 
eggslralu.    Kggs  15  for  $2:45for$5.  Circular. 
Stock  for  sale.  F.  \V.  Howes.  Woodsiock.  Vl. 

WHITE  Wyan.  exclu.    lieallhy  vigorous  farm 
raised;   jiri/.e  winners    wiierever  exhibited. 
Eggs  per  100,4:  sit..  $1.    1{.  I_.  I  ad  well.  Urocloii.  N . 'S'. 

WWY'AN.  eggs  from  liesi  pens.lir.  e  gg.  prolific 
•  lay.  sl'k  half  price  rest  of  season  $1  per  I3;$5 
per  100.  V.  ().  Price,  lirldcewaler.  Mass. 

"VVTHITE  Wyandotle  eggs  from  slock  won  first 
»  »  prize  Boston,  New  York  —  Duslon,  Andrews. 
Knapp  strains.  Great  layers  brown  eggs.  AflerMay 
15th  prices  reduced  to  $1  per  sitting.  Mv  birds  are 
pure  white.  Pullets  average  weight  7  lbs;  cockerels, 
9  lbs.  J.S.  Gales.  Wesllioro.  Mass. 

SILVER  Wvandottes.  Breeding  pen  of  six  birds 
1  year  old,  a  snap  at  $15.  A  few  females  at  Sl.-'O. 
 Dr.  N.  W. Sanborn.  Wellesley  Mills,  Mass. 

COCKSand  hens. cockMs and  pnl.  earh'  farm  raised, 
well  marked  from  noted  strains,  heavy  lading 
AVvandotles.   Sil..  Gol.,  Bnft'and  Wh.,  $1  to  $3.  ' 
 .1.  V.  I'atloii.  Box  128.  New  Caslli',  Pa. 

k>  K  SILVER,  25  Golden,  25  Wliite  Wvandotlea 
M  'J    First  class  year-old  liens  for  sale,  $1  each. 
 Almon  I^ane,  Sliawmnt,  Mass. 

Barred  Rocks 

(EXCLUSIVELY). 

Y'ou  know  the  record  of  niv  Blue  Barred  P.  Rocks 
at  Haverhill.  Ameshurv.  antl  Btislon  shows.  Eggs. 
$3  per  13;  $5 per  2(i;  $7  per. 30;  a  low  price  bv  the  100 
during  June.   Write  for  it  and  get  mv  catalogue. 

W.  B.  DAVIS,   HaTerhill,  Mass. 
Care  of  Merrimack  Nat.  Bank. 

BLAGK  LAN6SHANS 

At  Your  Own  Price. 

1  am  about  Vo  leave  llie  cil\  ,  ;inii  must  dispose  of  my 
entire  stock.  If  you  want  anything  in  Langslians 
wrile  and  gel  llie  biggest  values  oflered  llils  year. 
Will  sell  In  any  i|uantity.  Address, 

J.  H.  LORD,  Box  2i;,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Cut  Prices 

for  thr  remainder  of  the  season. 

HARKED  PLY'.  ROCKS, 
AVHJTE  PLY.  ROCKS, 
I'.KOWN  LEGHORNS, 
WHITE  LEGHORNS, 

KUFF  le(;hoi;ns, 

WH.  WYAM)(>TTE.S, 

SIL.  wyani>ottes, 

GOLD.  WYANDOTTES, 
BLACK  MINORCAS, 
BLACK  COCHINS, 
PEKIN  DUCKS, 
AYLESBURY  DUCKS. 

ECCS  FOR  INCUBATORS. 

Gur  (iames  are  ahonl  ;is  gofid  as  grow,  bii(  we  will 
sell  eggs  from  llieni  at  $l..'jO  per  silting.  Wliite  and 
Pearl  Guinea  eggs  $I..')0  per  silting.  Tiirkev  and 
Goose  eggs  40  cents  each.  Send  for  large  illustrated 
catalogue. 

D.  A.  MOUNT,  Box  F,  Jaincsburg:,  N.  J. 


REDUCED 
TO 

$1 

per  sittipg. 


WHITE  ROCKS 

For  sate  at  a  bargain,  our  this  year's  breeders,  as  we 
must  have  the  room  for  our  large  number  of  chiclis. 

If  you  want  the  best  send  your  orders  to  Meri'imac 
River  Poultry  Yards,  hi  prizes  at  three  sho.ws  this 
season.    While  Rocks  excliislvelv. 

E.  H.  &  S.  H.  GEORGE,  Groveland.  Mass. 

E.  H.  George,  President  AmeiicaQ  A'hlle  Plymouth 
Rock  Club. 
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(  til  Any  Itcader  Answer  This? 

Ml.  Kilitor: — I  liave  ibirty  chickens;  eight- 
'»en  of  iliem  are  thri;e  weeks  oM,  and  the  other 
twelve  are  live  days  old.  I  feed  them  on 
broad  crumbs,  rolled  oats,  and  a  little  corn 
meal.   I  have  tliein  in  a  brooder,  and  use  a 

.  Siiinmer  Queen  lamp  which  requires  to  be 
tilled  nii^bt  and  morning.  The  last  thing  I 
dill  last  ni^'ht  was  to  Gil  the  lamp.  While  I 
was  there  I  took  a  look  at  the  chickens,  and 

■  saw  one  tliat  was  Kapi'in  doubling  its 

tongue.  I  also  noticed  that  they  did  not  care 
to  eat  at  night.  When  I  went  down  the  next 
morning,  to  my  surprise  the  lamp  was  out, 
and  sixteen  of  my  three  weeks  old  chicks 
were  dead,  and  two  of  the  five  days  old  ones 
lay  outside  the  hover  dead.  The  twelve  that 
were  left  are  all  right  and  in  good  health.  I 
cut  one  of  the  deail  chicks  open  and  found 
nothing  but  water  in  the  crop  and  a  few  little 
black  and  green  specks.  The  vents  were  dry, 
no  sign  of  bowel  trouble.  It  seems  strange  to 
me  if  the  trouble  was  in  the  lamp  going  out 
that  the  young  ones  should  live  and  llie  oldest 
die.  T.  W.  S. 

Slatersville,  R.  I. 


Southern  California,  Again. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  been  a  reader  of 
Farm-Poultry  for  six  years,  and  have 
received  great  benefit  from  it.  I  came  here 
from  Massachusetts  four  years  ago,  and 
embarked  on  the  troubled  sea  of  poultry 
keeping,  having  had  two  years  experience  in 
the  old  Bay  state.  . 

I  see  you  are  endeavoring  to  give  light  to 
readers  who  are  inquiring  about  southern 
California.  In  the  April  loth  issue  you  give 
an  interview  with  a  man  just  returning  to 
Maine  from  our  "  dust  covered  land." 

It  might  be  well  for  rae  to  say  before  going 
further  that  I  am  not  a  real  estate  agent  who 
has  land  on  his  hands,  nor  a  fancy  poultry- 
man  with  stock  to  dispose  of  at  $100  figures. 

Your  returned  "  Maniac,"  as  we  term  them, 
has  a  very  correct  idea  of  conditions  here. 
Most  of  the  stock  here  is  Leghorn,  and  they 
are  undoubtedly  a  very  good  class  for  this 
counti-y ;  but  from  my  point  of  view  (only  a 
four  years  survey)  they  are  no  better  for  this 
climate  than  for  any  other. 

Our  poultry  is  all  yarded,  and  it  may  be 
possible  that  if  we  let  them  run  on  the  ranch 
and  get  their  own  living,  as  do  a  great  many, 
it  would  change  our  conclusion. 

Our  White  Leghorns  (two  hundred  laying 
hens)  laid  less  eggs  than  our  AVhite  Wyan- 
dottes  last  year,  and  if  things  go  as  they  are 
now  the  Leghorns  will  have  to  hurry  up  if 
they  come  out  a  tie  this  year. 

Oiir  Wyandottes  (eighty  laying  hens)  lay 
much  better  when  eggs  are  high  in  price  in 
the  fall  and  winter.  This  is  a  very  important 
season  of  the  year  to  have  them  lay,  as  the 
country  is  then  full  of  tourists.  Some  may 
say  our  Leghorn  stock  may  be  inferior  to  the 
Wyandotte,  which  accounts  for  our  opinion 
that  the  Wyandotte  is  the  better  of  the  two. 

We  are  so  well  satisfied  with  White  Wyan- 
dottes that  our  chicks  which  are  now  hatched 
are  Ihree-fourths  W.  Wyandottes,  and  only 
one-fourlh  AV.  Leghorn.  The  people  are 
beginning  to  appreciate  a  good  plump  four  to 
si.x  pound  roast  of  W.  Wyandotte,  and  we 
intend  raising  from  fKe  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand for  the  tourist  trade  next  winter. 

The  trouble  with  people  is  they  seem  to 
think  they  must  treat  their  poultry  in  this 
climate  the  same  as  they  would  in  New  Eng- 
land. Well,  I  admit  I  am  a  radical,  but  what 
is  the  use  to  do  simply  as.  others  do?  Be 
original.  By  observation  and  experiment 
learn  about  food  and  shelter  ada|ited  to  this 
climate,  apply  yourself  to  the  overcoming  of 
obstacles,  and  success  is  as  easily  found  here 
as  elsewhere.  The  insurmountable  obstacles 
which  my  friend  observed  here  are  really 
mountable  —  climb,  and  you  will  be  on  top. 

Lice  and  roup  are  his  first  obstacles,  and 
your  readers  ought  to  know  by  this  time  that 
lice  are  not  '"in  it"  when  Dr.  Woods'  liquid 
lice  destroyer  gets  round;  and  that  roup  is 
the  result  of  "  that  tired  feeling  in  the  poul- 
tryman's  nature"  which  allows  poorly  ven- 
tilated or  foul  quarters  and  improper  food. 

The  next  obstacle  is  lack  of  green  food. 
This  may  be  a  dry  country  (aiid  that  for  per- 
sons seeking  health  is  the  beauty  of  il),  but 
green  food  is  easily  obtained  by  irrigation. 
We  ui^e  beet  tops,  and  green  corn  cut  when 
about  two  feet  high,  and  green  barley ;  irrigttte 


them,  and  Mann's  clover  cutter  does  the  rest. 

As  to  dry  dusty  soil,  that  is  a  fact.  Our 
hens  run  in  a  lemon  orchard  which  is  irrigated 
every  eight  weeks,  and  the  soil  is  always 
moist.  In  the  hot  days  (which  are  no  more 
disagreeable  than  New  England  days)  the 
hens  bury  themselves  deep  in  the  shade  in 
damp  soil,  and  ruffle  to  their  hearts  content. 
The  best  place  for  a  hen  is  in  an  orchard ;  and 
with  a  good  muscle  you  can  take  care  of  a 
good  orchard. 

The  fact  is  the  natural  conditions  in  south- 
ern California  are  not  a  barrier  to  success  in 
poultry  keeping.  If  you  expect  to  succeed  in 
the  poultry  business  in  one  climate  by  follow- 
ing methods  adapted  to  another,  you  ought  to 
J)e  disappointed. 

I  do  not  write  this  to  induce  anyone  to 
come  here  and  embark  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness, because  this  is  not  a  lazy  man's  paradise. 
You  will  have  to  work  hard  and  long,  and 
suflfer  some  failures  —  but  you  would  have  to 
do  that  anywhere  before  succeeding.  My 
object  is  to  correct  the  idea  that  there  are 
exceptionally  great  drawbacks  to  poultry 
keeping  in  southern  California. 

I  will  not  detain  you  with  any  more  long 
drawn  statements.  We  compare  our  records 
with  the  Experiment  Club. 

The  Experiment  Club  is  a  great  thing,  and 
we  like  it,  and  would  join,  only  our  observa- 
tions would  be  of  no  use  to  you  in  your  chilly 
atmosphere  and  frosty  winters. 

I  have  always  applied  bookkeeping  to  my 
ranch  affairs,  and  would  go  out  of  the  busi- 
ness if  I  had  to  run  on  the  slipshod  guess  I 
am  succeeding  plan  that  seems  to  be  the  ideal 
of  some. 

We  are  not  quite  ready  to  adopt  the  up  to 
date  individual  record  idea  for  our  flock.  Our 
records  are  no  finer  than  applied  to  each  yard 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  hens. 

Hoping  that  this  may  bring  a  little  of  our 
soothing  atmosphere  to  you,  I  remain. 
Yours  resp'y, 

San  Diego,  Calif.  Bee. 


An  Experience  in  Poultry,  and  What  Came 
of  It. 

Mr.  Editor :— I  have  been  a  reader  of  Farm- 
Poultry  for  the  last  four  years,  and  much 
of  my  success  I  attribute  to  its  teachings ;  the 
children  even  give  it  a  welcome. 

A  few  years  ago  we  came  here  to  the 
country  to  make  our  living,  which  we  have 
succeeded  in  doing,  but  only  after  a  hard 
struggle.  We  took  up  a  small  piece  of  land, 
five  acres,  but  we  now  have  secured  the 
adjoining  place,  and  this  gives  us  more  room. 
We  raise  small  fruits  and  vegetables,  and 
most  of  the  food  for  our  poultry. 

Nothing  has  helped  us  along  more  than 
biddy  and  her  chicks.  We  have  at  present 
about  seventy-five  laying  hens.  As  eggs  are 
cheap  here  now,  we  have  sold  a  great  many 
of  the  old  stock.  In  the  winter  I  will  have 
about  three  hundred  good  layers.  I  have 
found  poultry  keeping  a  pleasant  and  profit- 
able business.  My  stock  are  Rocks,  Leg- 
horns and  Wyandottes.  I  always  secure  the 
best  market  price  for  the  eggs,  and  could  sell 
many  more  if  I  had  them.  Giving  the  fowls 
good  clean  and  comfortable  quarters,  and 
studying  their  wants  has  made  it  pay  in  the 
end.  We  are  all  happy  and  contented,  enjoy- 
ing good  health,  and  would  not  go  back  to  the 
overcrowded  city  again.  Mrs.  C. 

Camp  Hill,  Pa. 


Farm  Waeon  for  Only  S  19.95. 

Ill  order  to  introduce  ilieir  Low  Metal  Wheels  with 
Wide  Tiles,  the  Empire  Mauufacturiug  Compan}-, 
<iulucy,  111.,  liave  placed  upon  the  market  a  Farmer's 
Handy  Wagon,  sold  at  the  low  price  of  S19.!i'>.  The 
wagon  is  only  23  inches  high,  Blted  with  24  ami  30  lucli 
wheels,  with  4  inch  tire. 


This  waiion  Is  made  of  best  niaierial  throughout, 
and  really  costs  but  a  trifle  more  than  a  set  of  new 
wlieels,  and  fully  guaranteed  for  one  year.  Catalogue 
giving  a  full  description,  will  be  mailed  upon  applica- 
tion, by  the  Empire  Manufacturing  Co..  Quincy,  111., 
who  also  will  furnish  metal  wheels  at  low  prices,  made 
any  size  and  width  ol  tire,  to  flt  any  axle. 
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Mr,  Hart's 
Letter— 
Read  It, 

New  Bedford.  Mass.. 
Jan.  2.  1899. 

The  American 

Cereal  Co. 
Gentlemen: — 

March  1st.  1898.  1 
hatched  two  broods  of 
Golden  Wyandottes 
and  immediatelybegan 
feeding  them  with 
A  merican  Poultry  Food. 

At  first  I  baked  it 
and  fed  them  the 
crumbs.    Later  I  fed 
it  scalded. 

They  thrived  amaz- 
ingly and  early  in  Jul/ 
commenced  laying. 
About  the  middle  cf 
August  I  noticed  three 
of  them  becoming 
broody  and  on  the  25th 
placed  eggs  under  two 
of  them.  On  the  15th 
of  Septem.ber  they 
hatched  me  some 
healthy  chicks. 

All  my  spring  pullets, 
including  som.e 
hatched  in  June,  are 
now  laying  splendidly. 
1  don't  need  anything 
better  than  American 
Poultry  Food  in  mine. 

Yours  very  truly, 
John  A.  Hart. 


Feb.  I,  1898. 
I  was  an  Egg. 


March 
1898, 
I  was  a 
Chicken 


Early  in 
July, '98 

was  a 
Laying 
Pullet. 


# 
# 

#Bliiilaiiiiil# 

############# 


Sept.  15,  1898,  I  was  the 
Proud  Mother  of  a  fine  brood. 


-  FISHERS  ISLAND  FARM  - 

\\  e  have  several  htindred  extra  fine  Cockerels  bred  from  our  best  birds,  which  won  many  prizes  for  us 
last  season. 

Barred,  White  and  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks  ;  Cornish  and  White  Indian  Games; 
Pekin  Ducks  ;    Ring  Neck  Pheasants ;   Bronze  Turkeys,  and  Belgian  Hares. 

Write  for  Free  Catalogue. 
We  won  more  tlian  two-tliirds  of  all  prizes  comjieted  fur  Itv  us  at  New  York,  Bost«^n.  ami  Hagerstown  last 
season.  E.  M.  i  W.  FERGUSON,  Proprietors, 

ViaXew  London,  Conn.  Fishers  Island,  N.  Y. 

DONT  PAY  A  CENT 

for  an  Incubator  of  any  kind  unti  I  you  have  given  It  a  thorough  trial- 
Some  incubators  were  never  intended  to  hatch  chirkeiis  but  are  onlv  made  to  sell. 

VOIN  CVLIN  INCUBATOR  ON  TRIAL. 


VTe  send 
you  this 


"After  you  have  tested  it  to  vour  satisfaction  you  pay  fur  it.  So  easy  to  handle  any  child 
can  run  it.  Took  First  Prize  at  World's  Fair  and  Medal  at  Nashville  and  Omaha 
Expositions.   We  send  the  largest  and  most  instructive  catalogrue  published  for  5  cents. 

Plans  tt,if„':,r  25c.  VON  CULIH  INCUBATOR  CO.     '  ^  SeTawar^X  oe.. 


SEND  FOR 
'CATALOGUE 


Hatch 


WITH  THE 

EXCELSIOR  INCUBATOR 

Simple,  Perfect,  Self-regula- 
ting.   Thousands  in  success- 
ful operation.    Guaranteed  to 
hatch  a    larger   percentage  of 
less  cost  than  any  other  Hatcher. 


CHICKENS 

WITH  THE 

Wooden  Hen 


Most  efficient  email  incn- 
bator  ever  invented.  Perfect 

in  every  detail.  Justthe  thing  Catalogs  Free, 
for  pooltrj-  raisinc  on  a  small  scale,  SOegg  capacity. 


CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Putcntee  and  Sole  Mnnnfgoturer,  114  to  1  22  S.  Sixth  St.,  QUINCY,  ILL 


Do  not  advertise  and  stop. 

But  advertise  aud  stay. 
For  those  who  read  you  ad.  last  week 

Will  look  for  It  today. 

—Primers''  Int. 


I^E  PEOPLE 

"■'1  f.<;r  customer.^.  They  know  from  experience  our  a  m 

has  what  they  want,  and  will  give  them  an  honest  value  al  a  moderate  price 

MEN  OF  YEARS 

,   .     ■  'heir  orders  With  US.  knowing  we  have  What  we  Claim;  a  perfect, 

complete  inouhator  in  ev.  rv  respect  and  fullv  up  tn  our  representations.  ■n.ianu ,  a 

Send  for  our  profusely  illusi rated  supplementarv  catalogue,  niailed'free  lo  ani  a.ldiess 

RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  &  BROODER  CO.,  Box  B.  112,  Qtiincy  III 
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K  A  R  M  =       )1  IT.TK  V 


23S 


Prairie  State  Incubators 


H»9  Miu-li  To  Keiii'ii.     Fatty  Degeneration. 

Ml".  Kditor: — In  uiticle  by  Dr.  Woods, 
ill  Fakm-I'ul  li  uv  for  January  1st,  I  note 
this  statement :  '•  I  b;ive  had  many  conditions 
of  disease  broiiglit  to  my  notiee,  yet  I  do  not 
recall  .my  wbicb  were  not  tbe  re>ult  of  aeci- 
^ent,  that  might  not  have  been  prevented." 

Now  I  wish  to  give  as  briefly  as  possible  a 
bit  of  recent  experience  of  my  own,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  have  Dr.  Woods  or  anyone  else 
point  out  wherein  1  have  been  remiss.  I 
have  to  confess  to  being  very  much  of  a  tyro 
ill  chickeu  culture,  but  am  evidently  in  the 
way  of  learning  so?)Je//ijJi(/ about  this  uncer- 
tain and  unreliable  properly.  A  few  weeks 
ago  I  bought  of  a  neighbor  a  couple  of  dozen 
common  hens,  intending  to  utilize  them  as 
Bitters  as  soon  as  I  could  get  reaily  for  some 
figgs.  They  had  laid  no  eggs  during  the  win- 
ter, had  been  fed  almost  exclusively  on  corn, 
and  while  not  fat,  were  in  good  condition. 

1  at  once  made  some  change  iu  their  food, 
giving  less  corn ,  and  adding  other  grain  and 
vegetables.  They  had  plenty  of  run,  fresh 
grass,  water,  etc.,  and  soon  most  of  them 
began  to  lay.  They  were  all  in  apparently 
good  health,  yet  within  a  few  days  four  of 
tbe  finest  have  suddenly  and  without  any 
previous  illness,  died.  One  I  saw  die  much 
as  if  she  had  had  her  head  cut  oil'.  I  imme- 
diately "post-mortemed"  her,  and  found  the 
abdominal  cavity  filled  with  liquid  blood;  she 
bad  eviilcntly  died  from  internal  hemorrhage. 

Another  I  found  dead  in  the  morning, 
under  the  roost;  she  presented  essentially 
tbe  same  conditions  as  the  Hi  st.  Tbe  others 
were  also  found  dead  iu  the  morning,  but  no 
post-mortem  was  made.  There  were  partly 
developed  eggs  in  both  of  those  examined, 
but  no  rupture  of  oviduct.  And  (parenthet- 
ically) I  would  like  to  inquire  how  long 
before  these  eggs  would  be  laid,  there  being 
simply  two  or  three  full  sized  yolks  in  the 
oviduct,  but  no  appearance  of  shell  or  white? 

Now  this  is  my  case,  and  wherein  was  this 
preventable?  Or  what  should  I  have  done 
that  I  did  not  dn?  And  how  to  prevent  the 
Others  going  the  same  road?  C.  A.  Y. 

Prescott,  \\'is. 

Had  our  correspondent  left  undone  the 
things  that  were  done  his  lamentable  tale 
need  never  have  been  written,  but  we  know 
of  no  way  to  prevent  the  "  tyro  "  from  getting 
bis  experience  first,  and  asking  or  taking 
advice  after  the  deed  is  done. 

We  should  not  have  bought  a  number  of 
common  hens  of  unknown  age  and  parentage 
which  had  been  idling  all  winter  on  a  corn 
diet  only;  at  least  we  should  not  have  bought 
them  with  intent  to  utilize  them  as  sitters  or 
layers.  When  we  want  sitters,  and  have 
none  of  our  own,  we  buy,  for  fifty  cents  or  a 
dollar  apiece,  hens  that  are  broody,  and  we 
get  them  for  that  purpose  and  no  other.  Buy- 
ing such  a  flock  as  our  correspondent  did, 
there  would  be  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty 
about  getting  sitters  from  them.  Buying 
that  flock,  unless  it  was  intended  to  market 
them  at  once  at  a  profit,  was  a  preventable 
error. 

It  was  a  mistake  to  abruptly  change  their 
diet.  If  they  had  been  kept  along  on  the  old 
ration  they  would  perhaps  have  served  the 
purpose  intended  in  better  fashion.  Tlie 
change  in  food  was  in  itself  a  sufficient  cause  to 
excite  the  breaking  down  of  the  degenerated 
vital  organs,  although  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
overfat  fowls  to  die  of  apoplexy  or  of  internal 
hemorrhage  soon  after  starting  in  laying;  the 
strain  of  laying  lireaks  down  tha  weakened 
walls  of  the  blood  vessels  which  have  under- 
gone fatty  degeneration. 

The  fowls  when  purchased  were  not  in  good 
condition  ;  the  fact  that  they  passed  an  eggless 
winter  on  an  exclusively  corn  diet  is  sufficient 
proof  of  that — probably,  too,  they  had  been 
fed  mainly  corn  from  birth. 

If  they  did  not  show  fat  they  were  undoubt- 
edly overfat  internally,  and  the  vital  organs 
had  sutfered  fatty  degeneration.  Some  of 
them  are  more  aflected  than  others;  individu- 
ality and  age  counts  here. 

Those  that  are  victims  of  their  former 
owner's  methods,  or  want  of  method,  cannot 
be  prevented  from  going  the  same  road  as  the 
others.  Unless  it  is  a  very  unusual  flock  they 
won't  all  go  that  way ;  but  we  would  not  give 
much  for  any  of  them.  An  overfat  fowl, 
until  she  breaks  down,  always  "  looks 
healthy,"  red  comb,  glossy  feathers,  etc.,  but 


when  she  gets  started  on  the  deiiinc  her  fall 
is  apt  to  be  sudden  and  speedy. 

We  do  not  consider  poultry  any  more 
uncertain  or  unreliable  ))roperty  than  any 
other  live  stock.  When  you  buy  live  stock 
you  have  use  for  all  your  "  seven  senses."' 
W'n  know  a  veterinary  surgeon  who  bought  it 
horse  that  he  thought  perfectly  sound.  The 
seller  was  particular  to  say  several  times  that 
the  horse's  "  faults  were  all  visible,"  but  the 
surgeon  did  not  discover  until  he  drove  his 
purchase  home  that  the  horse  was  totally 
blind. 

We  are  unable  to  answer  your  question 
about  the  undeveloiied  eggs.  The  length  of 
lime  required  for  developing  and  laying  eggs 
probably  varies  with  the  individual,  and  is 
governed  somewhat  b\  attending  circum- 
stances. 


Has  Reen  Overfeedinc 

Mr.  Editor  :  —  I  am  a  subscriber  to  Faum- 
rouj/iKY,  and  I  trust  a  careful  reader,  but 
being  an  amateur  in  the  poultry  business,  I 
am  rather  up  a  tree  with  regard  to  what  ails 
my  chicks. 

They  are  from  the  same  pens  which  pro- 
duced the  winning  pen  of  White  Wyan<Iottes 
at  Boston,  and  were  batched  strong  and 
healthy.  Were  kept  in  a  warm  rather  close 
jilace  for  several  days,  and  are  now  at  night. 
Days  they  are  kept  in  a  yard  out  of  doors; 
yard  is  5  x  3A  feet.  They  were  strong  and 
big  — thirteen  of  them  in  the  yaid.  Were 
fed  hard  boiled  egg  at  first,  then  bread  soaked 
in  milk,  johnnycake,  rolled  oats,  cracked 
corn,  etc.  They  are  now  three  weeks  old, 
and  are  large  and  fat.  One  died  the  other 
night,  and  two  are  lame;  the  toes  seem  to 
draw  up,  and  those  afTected  had  rather  lie 
down  than  stand  up.  The  yard  is  moved 
every  day  so  as  to  give  them  fresb  grass. 
They  have  plenty  of  grit  and  fresh  water. 
They  have  always  seemed  ready  to  eat. 

Allen's  Mills,  Me.  H. 

[The  trouble  was  caused  by  overfeeding, 
and  insufficient  range.  Heavily  fed  and  with- 
out sufficient  room  to  run  off  the  overplus  of 
food,  they  succumbed  to  its  fattening  efl'ect 
and  attending  evils. 

Turn  them  loose  on  grass  land,  and  let 
them  hustle  for  bugs  and  worms;. feed  less 
grain,  and  let  them  earn  a  portion  of  their 
daily  bread.  The  strongest  and  best  will  win 
through  if  you  don't  repeat  the  offence  of 
overfeeding. 

A  prominent  writer  on  poultry  topics  says 
that  if  chicks  are  fed  all  they  will  eat,  and 
then  allowed  to  sleep  in  f)verwarni  close 
quarters,  they  "  will  die  off  like  poisoned 
flies."  This  is  the  experience  of  all  who 
have  made  the  mistake  of  combining  too 
much  food,  loo  little  range,  and  too  much 
heat.—  Ed.] 

"None  So  Good." 

I.  .S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Gentlemen :— I  am 
using  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  for  my 
hens  and  chickens.  I  have  used  several 
other  kinds,  but  find  none  so  good  as  yours. 

Waldoboro,  Maine.  Mrs.  N.  C. 

A  3Ioclel  Work  of  Its  Kind. 
The  Pettingill  Newspaper  Directory. 

The  seventh  annual  edition  of  Pettingill's 
newspaper  directory,  is  just  out,  a  handsome 
volume  of  1000  pages,  elegantly  bound  ai  d 
printed  on  nice  paper,  and  unmistakably  the 
most  complete  and  comprehensive,  and"  the 
fullest  of  information  of  any  work  of  the  kind 
published  anywhere.  It  is  primarily  designed 
to  be  a  guide  for  intelligent  and  weil  directed 
advertising,  and  in  fulfilling  that  purpose  has 
combined,  as  supplementary  to  its  directory 
of  newspapers,  gazetteer  features  of  scope 
and  fullness  and  usefulness  tliat  are  unrivaled 
even  by  work  that  are  gazetteers  alone. 

It  presents  a  statistical  and  business  picture, 
as  it  were,  of  over9000  towns  and  cities, giving 
their  population  and  valuation,  the  county 
thev  are  located  in  —  indicating  if  they  are 
county  seats  —  their  distance  from  the  nearest 
important  place,  the  railroads  touching  them, 
their  transportation  facilities  by  water,  their 
water  powers,  tlieir  principal  hotel  and  bank, 
enumerates  their  principal  manufacturing 
industries,  stating  the  number  of  people 
emploved  in  each,  and  the  annual  wage  pay- 
mentsi  mentions  any  sjiecial  features,  such  as 
schools,  colleges  and  resorts,  shows  the  terri- 
torv  and  population  for  which  they  are  trade 
centers,  and  finally  states  their  general  char- 
acter, whether  a^'ficultural,  manufacturing  or 
trade  centers.  To  complete  the  usefulness  of 
such  a  survey,  a  railroad  map  of  each  state  i.s 
given. 

These  town  descriptions  come  alphabetically 
under  each  state  head,  and  under  each  tot.vn 
head  is  given  a  list  of  its  local  papers,  also  in 
alphabetical  order;  20,000  papers  are  thus 
described,  and  2,000  more  class  papers  are 
rated  .separately. 


WKITK  TO 

Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons, 


47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,     Boston,  Mass. 

•riK'N  ;in- Ni-w  I'.iiiilaii.l  >''IUn>;  av'cnls,  :i:iilinm' 
of  Ilic  I'lairlc- SIuK- INClIli.VTDK.S  and  UltOOD- 
KKS,  aiKl  win  iiiaU  ciilulo^-iu'  KKKI".  mihI  i|in.lc 
factory  prices. 


The  NO  MOISTURE  kind. 

The  Star  Incubator  imitates  naiurL-  more  nearly  tljaii  aity  other.  You  do 
not  supply  moisiiu-e  for  the  old  lien  ;  neither  need  you  for  our  machine.  This 
is  why  chicks  hatched  in  the  Star  are  stronger  than  than  thuse  hatched  in 
other  incubators.    Our  guarantee  talks — your  money  back  if  you  want  It. 

ctaio^^j..    STAR  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J. 


Heavy-Laying  Light  Brahmas, 

And  Single  Comb  White  Leghorns. 

Our  liraliinas  arc  lircil  for  size,  viKor.  meat,  au'l  wliUcr         iirocliicllui].   (iiir  l.irlicjrns  arc  vcriialilr 
inacliini  s,  producliii!  a  large  sized  egK.  Kggs  for  halcliliK.'.  from  i-illii  r  lirci  il,  Sl.'A')  per  l.'j. 

MICII.VKI.  K.  liOYKK,  Hainmoiiton,  N.  J. 


Now,  complete, ready  to  ridp.  Acc-nts  Wantj-d.  Otliern  Sll.no 
to  $;(r).rM),  cash  f)r  time.  Snnt  on  appi'oval.   (iiiaruntccd  one  year. 

IS  <<  a  11 1 1  r  u  1 
cataloif  free, 
tticyclo  pun- 

(IrU'H  ctiPitii.    fict  ftnr  prlcPM  before  biivintr.     Write  (pilck. 
A^IEKICAN  MACIIINK  CO.,  Dept.  208,  Flint,  Mich. 


SOLD  OIM  TIME. 


♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

"a  new  book 

ON  POULTRY. 

Bauscher's  Mammoth  HBi/r  18BO  Poultry  Book 
T    Worth  $25. OO  to  any  one.     A    I      IE  fll 
X    Sent  iMstpald  to  any  .address  llHlV  I  !^  lalC 

J    IF  VOU   WRITE   IVOW,   FOB    VIIIJ   ■  W  WIO 

in  is  a  Beauty  mm 

^  ytriih  a  fine  iHhogrsph  plate 

#  of  fowis  in  iiteir  natural  colon, 

^  this  alone  wortli  many  tinu-s  tlir  prii-o  of  the  book. 
^    Itis  the  finest,  lari_'tst  and  the  iitiiHt  complete  book 

♦  iil^"'  It  tells  you  everything 

that  you  may  want  to  know  about  poultry  and  how. 
to  make  bl^  money  with  them.  It  contiUns  over  175 
of  the  latest  illustrations,  hundreds  of  Taluable  reci- 
pes, questions  and  answers,  and  shows  a  bird's  eye 
view  of  the  larfrest  and  best  equipped  poultry  farm, 
with  the  most  substantial  buildinfrs  in  the  countrj'.  It 
tells  bow  lo  make  henw  lay  wondertuUy.  It  grives 
descriptions  of  4-i  of  the  loadintr  varieties  of  thorouph- 
bred poultry     Prices  the  lowest.   Contains  first  prize 

^vinnintrs  of  our  stock  where  ever  lihown.   Writ©  at      r/fiUAff  DA  iBOf^UFD  tmm 
onee,enclosinf7l6  cents  for  one  of  these  mammoth     a/C/f»#¥  DM.  C^fTCriy 
books  before  all  are  eold.  BOJC  I^O  p  FpeepOFtp 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦< 


lllm.  X 


No. 


No. 


HIGGLE  BOOKS 

A  Farm  Library  of  unequalled  value— PracticaU 
Up-to-date,  Concise  and  Comprehensive— Hand- 
somely Printed  and  Beautifully  Illustrated. 

By  JACOB  BIQQLE 

1—  BIGQLE  HORSE  BOOK 

All  about  Horses — a  Common-Sense  Treatise,  with  over 
74  illustrations  ;  a  standard  work.    Price,  50  Cents. 

2—  BIQQLE  BERRY  BOOK 

All  about  gfrowing  Small  Fruits— read  and  learn  how  ; 
contains  43  colored  life-like  reproductions  of  all  le.nding 
varieties  and  100  other  illustrations.    Price,  50  Cents. 

No.  3— BIQQLE  POULTRY  BOOK 

All  about  Poultry  ;  the  best  Poultry  Book  in  existence  ; 
tells  everything  ;  with23  colored  life-like  reproductions 
of  all  the  principal  breeds;  with  103  other  iUustralions. 
Price,  50  Cents. 

No.  4— BIQQLE  COW  BOOK 

All  about  Cows  and  the  Dairy  Business  ;  having  a  great 
sale;  contains  8  colored  life-like  reproductions  of  each 
breed,  with  132  other  illustrations.    Price,  50  Cents. 

No.  5— BIQQLE  SWINE  BOOK 

Just  out.    All  about  Hogs— Breeding,  Feeding,  Butch- 
ery, Diseases,  'etc.    Contains  over  80  beautiful  half- 
tones and  other  engravings.   Price,  50  Cents. 
TheBlGOLE  BOOKS  are  unique.original.useful  —you  never 
saw  anything  like  them — so  practical,  so  sensible.  They 
are  having  an  enormous  sale— East.  West,  North  and 
Every  one  who  keeps  a  Horse,  Cow,  Hog  or 
or  grows  Small  Fruits,  ought  to  send  right 


South. 
Chicken, 

away  for  the  BIQQLE  BOOKS. ' 


FARM  JOURNAL 

Is  your  paper,  made  for  you  and  not  a  misfit.  It  is  22  years 
old;  It  IS  the  great  boiled-down,  hit-the-nail-on-the-head,— 
quit-after-you-have-said-it,  Farm  and  Hou.sehold  paper  in 
the  world— the  biggest  paper  of  its  size  in  the  United  Stales 
of  America — having  over  a  million  and  a-half  regular  readers. 

Any  ONE  of  the  HIGGLE  BOOKS,  and  the  FARM  JOURNAL 

g  YEARS  (remainder  of  iSgg  •igoo,  1901,  1902  and  1903)  will  be  seut  by  mail 
to  any  address  for  A  DOLLAR  BILL. 

Sample  of  FARM  JOURNAL  and  circular  describing  BIQQLE  BOOKS  free. 


WILMER  ATKINSON. 
CHAS.  F.  JENKINS. 


Address, 


FARM  JOIKIVAI. 

Philadelphia 


I 
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Fowl  Hits. 
An  Kxp^rience. 
Written  lor  FAnM-POUJLTBy. 

Once  oD  a  time,  not  loug  ago, 

I  had  some  eggs  on  liand. 
And  as  1  wished  some  early  cblckG, 

A  new  regime  I  planned. 

Jly  Ijens,  I  thought,  I  would  not  set, 
liut  make  them  wait  till  later; 

I'd  hatch  my  early  chickens  in 
A  bran  new  Incubator. 

I  got  the  best  that  cash  could  buy. 
And  thought  my  trials  dune; 

The  book  had  said  that  this  machine 
Most  any  "chlbl  could  run." 

I  set  the  thing  agoing  then,  - 

And  put  the  eggs  within; 
I  dreamed  of  countless  little  chicks. 

And  thought  how  smart  I'd  been. 

I  read  the  book  quHe  carefully. 

The  many  things  to  learn. 
And  when  the  fourlli  day  came  around 

The  eggs  I  thought  I'd  turn. 

.My  friends,  right  here,  I  have  to  pause, 

1  feel  so  very  sore. 
In  turning  all  those  lovely  eggs 

I  dropped  them  on  the  floor. 

Just  what  I  said,  I  will  not  write; 

Hut  you  can  bet  that  when 
I  ne.vt  till  up  that  old  machine 
I'll  also  set  a  lieu. 
Riixbury,  Mass. 


R  M  =  F^OULX  R  V 


p.  B.  M. 


In  the  Chicken  Yard. 

The  rooster  he  goes  strutting  round— 
Cock-a-doodle  do; 

Until  a  nice  fat  worm  he's  found— 
Cock-a-dood  le  do ! 

He  calls  bis  wives  to  taste  the  prize, 

Tlien  cats  the  worm  before  their  eyes. 
With  his  cock-a-doodle  dol! 

The  mother  hen  a  scratching  goes- 
Cluck,  cluttery,  cluck! 

One  eye  for  bugs  and  oue  for  foes- 
Cluck,  cluttery,  cluck! 

The  wicked  liawk  comes  flying  by, 

Kun,  hide,  my  chicks,  she'll  loudly  cry 
With  her  cluck,  cluttery,  cluck:: 

The  pullet  she  goes  peeping  round 

Kul,  kul,  kadarkut! 
Until  a  quiet  place  she's  found— 

Kut,  kut,  kadarkut!! 
She  gathers  straw  and  like  refuse. 
Then  lays  an  egg  and  tells  the  news. 

With  her  kut,  kut,  kadarkut!! 

The  little  chicks  go  wandering  out, 

I'eep,  pltlley,  pe! 
They  little  know  what  they're  about, 

I'eep,  pittley,pe! 
A  shadow  flits,  and  that's  enougli. 
They  flit  themselves  to  mother's  blufT 

Witli  their  peep,  pittley,  pe. 

—  Texas  Farm  and  Ranch, 


The  Fanner  and  the  Flood. 

Good  Farmer  Brown  In  days  long  past 
His  lot  beside  the  Hunter  cast ; 
And  much  good  cash  had  he  laid  down 
By  selling  chicks  in  Maitland  town; 
Trlme,  plump,  and  tender  were  they  all. 
And  brought  him  prices  never  small. 

But  sad  to  tell,  there  sometimes  came 
Wild  llooils  that  well  ileserved  the  name; 
They  carried  otT  full  many  a  coop. 
And  thus  curtailed  his  chlckeu  soup. 
For  many  years  he  bore  this  well, 
Until  at  last  worse  luck  befell. 
So  wild  and  high  the  waters- ran, 
lie  found  himself  a  chlckless  man. 

Angry  at  this  was  Brown,  Indeed, 
And  sought  a  lawyer  with  all  speed. 
"  I  want  to  sue  the  state,"  said  he — 
Then  danced  the  lawyer's  eyes  wltli  glee, 
And,  writing  down  the  farmer's  name. 
He  said, "  Well,  sir,  let's  hear  your  claim." 

With  burning  cheeks  the  farmer  told 
Ills  losses  from  the  water  cold. 
Concluding,  with  an  augry  brow, 
".lustlce  is  w-liat  I'm  after  now." 
"tlustlce!"  the  lawyer  salil.  In  scorn, 
"  She  died,  my  friend,  ere  you  were  born. 
You  say  the  water  took  your  chicks ; 
Well,  rivers  often  play  those  tricks." 

"  But,  come,''  continued  Farmer  Brown, 
While  deeper  grew  his  wrathful  frown, 
"  You  must,  I  say,  a  way  provide 
That  I  may  be  Indennillkd ; 
Somebotly,  now,  I'm  bound  to  sue. 
To  get  again  what  is  my  due." 
The  lawyer  smiled,  anil  said, "  Oh,  wfll, 
I'ay  nie  a  flver,  and  I'll  tell 
How  you  this  trouble  may  elude. 
And  circumvent  the  Hunter  rude." 

The  good  man  paid  the  liver  down, 
For  fain  and  square  was  Farmer  Brown. 
Then  said  the  lawyer,  w  1th  a  smile, 
".My  rule  licats  justice  by  a  mile," 
And,  with  a  wink  that  rivalled  Puck's. 
He  softly  said,  "  My  friend,  raise  ducks:" 

—Australian  Agriculluritl, 


niXON'SsiucA  fiRAPHITE  PAINT 

FOR  ROOFS  AND  ALL  EXPOSED  SURFACES,  ^The  best  paint  for  covering  Neponset 

IT  IS  ABSOLUTELY  WITHOUT  AN  EQUAL.  ^'l^l^J^^^'Li';;^!:.}"'' 

JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO.,   Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


ROUP 


CURE  GUARANTEED. 


ROUP 


^^'-k-v^l^      AT'^    T^/^kT^'li   rf"''T^¥?T<'   Thconlyremedyposltlveiy  known  to  cure  Roup 
IVXli  jL  XVv^  L  X     ^  Ij  X%  Jji   in  all  its  forms  as  long  as  the  fowl  can  see  to 

drink.  Sinipiv  put  the  cure  in  drinking  water,  and  the  fowl  will  take  Its  own  medicine.  For  Canker,  ejpe- 
clally  In  pigeons,  this  reuieilv  excels  all  others.  One  ;')<!c.  package  makes  2!>  gallons  of  medicine.  Directions 
with  every  package.   If  this  fails  to  cure  we  refund  money.  Postpaid,  small  size.  .Wc;  large  size.  $1. 

I'ETAI-XTMA  INC'UBATOK  CO.,  Petaluma,  Cal.,  Pacilic  Coast  Agents.  Mention  Fami-Poultrv.  Don't 
send  stamps.  G.  E.  CON'KEY  &  CO.,  Cleveland',  Ohio. 


SILVER  FINISH  NETTING 

PRICES  ROLLS  150  FT.  LONG. 
13  18  24  30  36  42  48  60 

3  inch  mesh,  $  ,W  $  .7.i  SIM  Sl.'iS  $1.50  S1.75  $2.(0  $2,50 
2  inch  mesh.  .r.5  1.00  l.K  1.15  1.90  Z.30  i.oO  3.15 

1  Inch  mesh,  1.50  2.-25  .3.00  :J.75  4..'i0  5.25  ti.OO  7.60 

10  per  cent  discount  on  5  or  more  rolls,  and  freight  rates  allowed  not  to  exceed  40c.  per  lOOibs. 


IS^HE 
^BES'T. 


72-ineh. 

3.75 
9.00 
Staples,  Sc.  lb. 


RICHARD  H.  YOUNG,  Westboro,  Mass. 


Egys  Sure  to  Hatch  i 

—the  kind  tliat  will  produce  strong,  vigorous  chlckf,  depend  upon  the  vital- 
ity of  the  hen  that  lays  them.  She  must  not  be  fed  on  heating,  debUi- 
talng  food.   Really  the  best  thing  for  the  breeding  hen  is  our 

PIONEER  CLOVER  MEAL. 

It  makes  young  chicks  grow  rapidly.  Wonderful  forbroiiers.  Makes  sweet,  ten- 
der. hit:h-flavored  flesh.  It  is  made  from  clean  clover  hav.  cui>ed  by  our  own 
special  process  so  as  to  preserve  all  the  bright  preen  color  and  the  delicious 
aroma  and  essential  oils.  It  is  ground  into  the  finest  meal  bv  our  powerful 
and  specially  designed  maclilnery.  Jio  additions,  no  adulterations,  but  I 
clean,  pure,  sweet  and  wholesome  pooltry  food.  Then,  too,  it  is  quite 
cheap— only  costs:  50  lbs.  81;  100  lbs.  ?2;  5  lbs.  25c.  Use  it  this  winter  and  get 
eggs  when  eggs  are  worth  money.  Sample  and  editorial  indorsements  FR  EE. 

The  Bennett  &  Millett  Co.,  Box  F.P,  Qouverneur,  N.  Y. 


CLOVEf^ 


'  JORDAN 
MILLIAJQCO. 

JORDAN,  AI.Y.  j 


mm  BL-15  PRIZE  BBOOOEIl. 

CloTer  Meal  will  insure  the  egg  yield  in  winter ; 
it  will  insure  more  and  stronger  fertilized  eggs; 
it  will  keep  the  hens  in  good  health  and  vigor;  it 
is  equally  as  good  lor  newly  hatched  chicks  as  it  is 
for  matured  hens;  it  will  assist  in  putting  those 
clioice  birds  in  tlie  pink  of  condition  for  exhibi- 
tion ;  and  it  is  especiitUy  good  for  moulting  hens. 

We  have  the  advantage   over  our  competitors, 
and  c  in  save  our    customers   at  least  $2   a  ton 
freight,  and  from  two  to  four  days  in  getting  their 
Clover  Meal.    Onr  Mill  is  at  .Jordan.  X.  Y..  17  miles  west  of  Syracuse,  on  the  New 
York  Central  and  the  West  Shore  Railroads,  and  Erie  Canal. 

Price  of  Clover  Meal,  S2  per  100  pounds,  pnt  up  in  -50  pound  sacks.  Send  for  sam- 
ple and  tree  catalogue.  We  also  manufacture  the  famous  $5  PRIZE  BROODER. 
It  stands  without  an  equal  as  a  complete  brooder  house,  summer  or  winter. 

JOMD-A-KT    3VEIIa3LiI3NrG-  OO., 

JORDAN,  N.  Y. 


KeepYour  Chickens 

STRONG  and  HEALTHY. 

Those  ■who  succeed  best  raising  poultry  for  profit  are  those  who  commence 
with  little  chicks,  giving  small  doses  of  Sherjd.\n's  Condition  Powder 
twice  a  week ;  then  a  little  larger  doses,  and  so  on  to  the  time  when  getting 
the  pullets  ready  for  earl}-  fall  laj-ing,  a  dose  say  of  one  teaspoonful  to  each 
quart  of  food,  and  so  continue  to  use  it,  as  one  customer  says  she  does,  "from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave,"  and  you  will  succeed  nine  times  in  ten,  and  have 
plenty  of  eggs  to  sell  in  the  fall  and  winter  months  when  prices  are  highest. 

To  make  your  Poultry 
pay,  first  hatch  Strong, 
•  Healthy  Chickens. 

Then  keep  them  healthy  and  growing  if  j-oti 
want  the  Pullets  to  lay  when  five  months  old. 
When  hens  lay  eggs  for  hatching,  mix  in  their 
food  ever}'  other  day,  Sherid.\n'9  Powder. 
It  strengthens  the  hens;  makes  the  rooster  more 
vigorous;  finallj'  j-ou  get  more  fertile  eggs. 
It  is  a  fact  based  upon  the  declaration  of  a  noble  contributor  to  science, 
that  through  the  medium  of  the  circulating  blood,  any  particular  organ  of  a 
living  animal  may  be  reached  and  stimulated  into  renewed  vigor  and  activity 
if  we  will  only  administer  the  proper  material  to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

No  Matter  What  Kind  of  Foods  You  Use! 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

is  needed  wivh  it  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  neces- 
sary to  produce  eggs.  It  is  absolutelj  pure;  IIi<jhly  concentrated;  Most 
economical,  because  such  small  doses;  No  other  kind  one-fourth  as  strong; 
In  quantity  costs  less  th.an  one-tenth  cent  a  day  per  hen.   In  use  over  30  years. 

Sold  by  Druggists.  Grocers  and  Feed  Dealers,  or  sent  by  mail.  Large  cans  most  economical  to  buy, 

If  You  Can't  Get  it  Near  Home,  Send  to  Us.     AiTK  First. 

\ve  send  one  pack,  25  cts;  five,  gl.OO.  A  two-pound  can.  §1.20:  Six.  ?a.OO.  Eipre;,3  paid.  Sample 
COpj  "best  i'ouitrjr  jwiwr'^Bent  free.      I,  S.  JOU>SON  i  CO.,  U2  custom  House  St., Boston,  r 


June  1 

HUNTER  STRAIN 

WHiilc  Wvandoite  eg?s  for  hatching.  per  13; 
%->  per  .W;  Sy  per  l«l.    E^'^rs  hit'lilv  fertile. 

W.  W.  B<)HN,"Kol«-sonia,  Pa. 


Price  $1. 


WHY  6UESS  AT  MOISTURE 

When  $1  will  buv  a  reliable  Hyjjrom- 
cier.  less  than  lliree  inches  in  diam- 
t-rer.  that  will  pay  for  itself  In  one 
latch  by  rejristefing  the  moisture 
like  a  thermometer  registers  ht  at. 

THOS.  DIXON, 
Highland  Ave.,  SIcKeeeport,  Fa. 


COLORED  PLATES, 

MADE  IN  ENGLAND. 


Copies  of  the  following:  C'olore<l  Plates  can  be 
obtained:  Minorca  Cock,  Dun  and  Black  Turblts, 
Five  Canaries  (various).  Pekin  Bantams.  Black 
Chequer  Show  Homers,  MlDorcas  after  the  London 
Minorca  Club's  Ideals. 


Any  of  the  Above 
sent  postpaid  for 


25c.  each. 


Golden  Wyandottes.  Silver  Wyandc.ties.  Bull 
Wyandottes.  Scotch  Fancy  and  Belgian  Canaries, 
Fanlails.  Mules.  Long  Faced  Tumblers.  S.  K.  Tum- 
blers. Variety  Bantams,  British  Birds.  Pouters, 
Barred  Kocks,  Norwich  Canaries,  Pile  Leghorns, 
some  Foreign  Finches.  Flying  Homers.  Bull  Bocks, 
Ideal  -Jacobins.  Modern  Game.  Lancasldre  aud  Lizard 
Canaries,  Cumulets  and  Carriers  and  Barbs. 


Any  of  the  Above 
gent  postpaid  for 


1 5c.  each. 


Tlic  above  are  DOt  carried  in  stock,  but  are  unlered 
from  the  piiblisbers  the  same  day  tlie  order  Is  received, 
aiid  sout  direct  from  iliem  to  purchaser. 

Remit  and  send  all  orders  ti  • 

FARM-POULTRY, 


22  Custom  House  Street, 


Boston,  Mail. 


English  Books 

FOR  FANCIERS. 

t^~These  books  are  not  carried  in  stock,  but 
ordered  from  publishers  same  ilay  order  is  received, 
and  sent  direct  from  puldishers  in  England  to  pur- 
chasers. 

Prices  Postpaid. 

Andalusian,  The  Blue  (Silver  Dun)   $ 

Artilicia!  Incubation  aud  its  Law  (Sutcliffe)   .50 

Bantams  (Entwisle)   1.? 

Breeding  for  Exhibition  (E.  Cobb)   .20 

British  Birds  (Dr.  Bradburn)  .:» 

Canary  Breeding,  etc..  (.Jerome)   JO; 

Carriers  and  Barbs  (J.  B.  Broad  i  J.  Firth)   

Ditto  (Cloth) 

Chickens,  The  Bearing  aud  Feeding  ol  (E.  Cobb) 

Crested  Canary  (Grceves)   

Duck  Farming  (J.  H.  Sutcliffe)   

Ducks  (H.  Digby)    JO 

Fancy  Poultry  (Alex.  Comyns)   

Fattening  Fowls  (E.  Cobb)  

Hamburghs  I'p  to  Date  (Chas.  Holt)   

Housing  and  Management  of  Stock  (E.Cobb) .... 

Incubation  (E.Cobb)  

Index,  Vol.XVlII  

Jacobin  (J.  V\'aters)   

Leghorns  (H.  Hesford)    .45 

Minorca  Fowl  (Fred  Biggs),  4th  edition  30 

Mules  (W.  H.  V.ale)   

Norwich  Canary  (Payne)  

Our  Feathered  Pels  (Dr.  Greene,  M.  A.)    J9 

Pet  Bird,  A  (U.  B.  Eutt)    JO 

Pigeons:  Their  Origin  and  Variation,  Hiuising 

and  Management,  2d  edition  

Poultry,  Diseases  of,  (Woodroffe  Hill)    X 

Poultry  Farming  Tp  to  Date  (E.  Cobb)    JO 

Preparing  Poultry  for  Exhibition  (E.  C'obb)  .... 

Scotch  Fancy  and  Belgian  Canary   Si 

Show  Homer,  The  (V.  Woodiield)    .SO 

Suburban  Poultry  Keeping   (Paper)  .30. 

(T.H.Harrison)   (Cloth)  .60 

Tippler  Pigeon  Up  to  Date  (Hepworth)   JO 

Tumbler,  Long-faced  (Child)    JO 

Waxbills.  Grass  Finches,  and  Mannikins 

(Horatio  R.  Fillmer)   (Paper)  JO 

Ditto  (Clolh) 

Wyandotte,  The  (Raines  &  Marx)    .40 

Yorkshire  Canary  (Broadley)   

Feathered  World,  per  ye;ir,  weekly    2J0 

Send  all  orders  for  the  above  with  remittance  in 
c:ish  or  postasre  stamps  to 

FARM^  POULTRY, 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


The 
Saniiarv 

Drinking 
Fountain 


CLEANED  AND  FILLED 
in  a  Minute. 

The  latest,  cheapest  and  best. 
See  the  name,  .lust  what  you 
want.  Any  poiiltrv  supply 
dealer  — or  direct  from 

ATS.\TT  HKO.S., 
Mattapoisett,  Mass. 

Send  for  Circulars. 


Will  sell  eggs  from  2  pens  which  contain  nil  mv  best 
birds,  at  $2  per  sitting :  3  sittings  for  $5.  Will  guar- 
antee  7  ctiicks.  or  duplicate  orders  free. 

Co  I.  I>±U)WA£,  Saadown^  ^^.  H.  • 


